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Israeli police detain Palestinian legislator 
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Palestinians commemorate Israeli athletes 

TEL AVIV (AFR — The head of the Rdestmiai team to the 
Olympic games took pot in a memorial aervkxinAflartefelsrad 
atiktes kflled 2 the Munich games 24 y&ss ago, the Israeli press 
reported Tuesday. Muammar Bsisso and the deputy head <k the 

RiWflnran Qt yrrip^ o^Ty rriw. Rahih Al 'Rgk. anmrt»H ihft rprp- 
nrawotgarasedSioday by Aflaola’s Jewish comnxinfly ©unveil a 
stauedafica^othevkaira 

Yecfiot Aharunot said. "AD those who woe present, especially tte 
dakken of the Munich victims aod IsraeE athletes, wae really 
impessed by the Rfesdrians’ attendance," kwl’s consul in Adaaa 
Aridi Makul said. Me Bsisso tactfully arcaded mentioning Me 
M akuTs feifcd aaoppr to prevent tte fafesrinian defcgptiCD©Aiihnta 
from nradnpgbehirKl the bami<rf‘‘fiakstm^ 
ing ceremony' Yedkx Aharotxx also quoted him as saying: “I am 
against the shedding ofUood. Even in 1 972 1 did irtsuppcittsiror- 
ism. I hope international terrorism will end." 
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King to visit Damascus this week; Netanyahu due Monday 



By Rana Sabbagh 
Reuter 

AMMAN — King Hussein 
will visit Syria this week 
for talks with President 
Hafez Assad on ways to 
advance the stalled Middle 
East peace process, a Jor- 
danian official said on 
Tuesday. 

“His Majesty will go to 
Syria in the coming few 
days, certainly before the 
visit to Jordan next Mon- 
day by Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Benyamin Netanyahu to 
see if there is a way to help 
forward the peace 
process,” he told Reuters. 

Mr. Netanyahu angered 
Arab states by his rejection 
of the principle of trading 


occupied Arab land for 
peace, the basis of the Mid- 
dle East peace process 
launched in Madrid in 
1991. 

Ties between Amman 
and Damascus were 
strained when Jordan 
signed a peace accord with 
Israel in 1994. 

The King, crying to 
revive the process, met Mr. 
Assad for the first time in 
three years in Cairo in June 
on the sidelines of an Arab 
summit called to counter 
Mr. Netanyahu's hardline 
policies. 

They aired some of their 
mutual grievances and 
agreed to continue the dia- 
logue in talks brokered by 
summit host Egyptian 


President Hosni Mubarak, 
seeking to unite Arab ranks 
in the face of Israel's new 
Likud-led goveramenu 

The King handed Mr. 
Assad a "security file” 
detailing 56 alleged Syrian- 
aided attempts to stage 
arracks against Jordan by 
radical Palestinian and 
Muslim groups over the 
last year, officials said. 

Syria has long denied 
involvement in political 
violence against Jordan, 
but Mr. Assad promised the 
Monarch to follow on the 
file — a thorny issue in Jor- 
danian-Syrian ties, marred 
by a history of mistrust and 
rivalry over their regional 
roles. 

Syria arrested several 



Palestinian and Muslim 
militants in the last few 
weeks in Damascus, 
including Palestinian guer- 


rilla Abdul Muti Abu 
Muailiq, alleged master- 
mind of several military 
attacks against Israel 


through Jordan, officials 
said. 

“Mr. Abu Muailiq corre- 
sponds with the names that 
appeared on the security 
file we gave President 
Assad,” a senior Jordanian 
official said. “They are 
showing us some positive 
signals before His 
Majesty’s trip.” 

Mr. Abu Muailiq 
belonged to the Islamic 
Jihad, pan of a 10-member 
Damascus-based coalition 
of radical Palestinian 
groups opposed to peace 
deals with Israel, before 
defecting to the pro-Iranian 
Hizboll ah- Pales tine group. 

In a gesture of goodwill, 
the King telephoned Mr. 
Assad on Tuesday to con- 


gratulate him on the victory 
of heptatfaiete Ghada 
Shouaa, who on Sunday 
clinched Syria’s first gold 
medal in Olympics history. 

Jordan faces a difficult 
task, main taini ng relations 
with fellow Arab leaders 
suspicious of its links to 
Israel while pursuing ties 
with Mr. Netanyahu. 

The King’s planned trip 
to Damascus follows last 
week's meeting in Syria 
between Mr. Assad and 
Palestinian President Yass- 
er Arafat, his first official 
visit since ties were harmed 
by the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation’s (PLO) 1993 
peace deal with Israel. 

Meanwhile, Mr. 

Netanyahu is expected to 


visit Jordan next Monday 
for talks on Middle East 
peace, an official said. 

“Most probably, and bar- 
ring any last minute sur- 
prises, Mr. Netanyahu will 
visit us on Monday,” said 
the official. 

The visit to Jordan would 
be Mr. Netanyahu's third 
trip abroad since his elec- 
tion on May 29. Mr. 
Netanyahu has visited both 
Washington and Cairo after 
taking office. 

Mr. Netanyahu was 
scheduled to visit Jordan 
on July 25, but the trip was 
cancelled mainly because 
King Hussein had to travel 
to London for a minor 
operation. The King 
returned home on Monday. 
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Decision 
on bread 
compensation 
measures 
delayed 

By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A govern- 
ment decision on the 
mechanism for compensat- 
ing people for the lifting of 
subsidy on bread that was 
expected to be announced 
last night was postponed 
for further consideration. 

"We are still discussing 
% the procedures, we want to 
make sure that the neces- 
sary measures are complete 
before we implement our 
plan to lift the subsidy,” 
Minister of Information 
Marwan Muasher said. 

Dr. Muasher had told 
reporters Monday that the 
government would 

announce the mechanism 
; to lift the bread subsidy on 
.: Tuesday at the end of the 

regular Cabinet session. 

The government is 
expected to compensate all 
Jordanian citizens for the 
price hike. 

Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti announced 
earlier this month that the 
compensation will take the 
form of salary increases for 
civil servants and army per- 
sonnel. 

He said Jordanians who 
are not included under 
these two categories will be 
provided with coupons that 
will be exchanged for cash 
at the banks. 

The government says 
each Jordanian will be 
^ entitled for JD1.2S in com- 
. > pensation but foreign 
workers and tourists will 
have to bear the price dif- 
ference. 

The debate over the lift- 
ing of government subsidy 
on bread began a few 
weeks ago when the gov- 
ernment announced that it 

was facing a JD200 mil- 
lion budget deficit. It is 
also in compliance with an 
agreement with the 
International Monetary 
Fund which oversees Jor- 
dan’s economic reform 
plan launched in 1 9S9. 

Government officials cite 
increases in wheat prices 
on the international market 
for the decision and say the 
last shipment of w'beat cost 
the treasury $245 per 
tonne, 5 175 ' more than the 
usual price of S140. 

The previous government 
y had allocated JD3S million 
for food subsidies for fiscal 
year 1996, while the cur- 
rent government says it 
needs JD190 million ro 

< Continued on page 3) 




■..TfcH.-.U.O 


1*1 iw*.. 


Palestinians: Settlements mean war 


BETHLEHEM, West Bank 
(Agencies) — Palestinian 
leaders warned Tuesday of a 
return to war and bloodshed 
if Israel goes ahead with 
plans to relaunch a settlement 
drive on the West Bank. 

‘“When they confiscate my 
land, when they confiscate 
my water, when they confis- 
cate ray future, this means a 
declaration of war and war 
means bloodshed,” said Jus- . 
tice Minister Freih Abu Med- 
dein. 

“They will lose peace not 
only with the Palestinians but 
with the Middle East, with 
Jordanians, Egyptians and 
everybody, and fundamen- 
talism will grow," he told 
journalists. 

Ahmad Korei, one of the 
key Palestinian architects of 
the autonomy accords with 
Israel, said: “The Israelis are 
destroying the peace 
process.” 

The pair were in Bethle- 
hem for a meeting of the 
Palestinian legislative coun- 
cil to debate Jewish settle- 
ments and the disputed issue 
of Jerusalem. 

Israel’s right-wing Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu met Monday in 
Jerusalem with settler leaders 
who have drawn up an action 
plan to double their numbers 


in the Palestinian territories, 
currently 145.000. by the 
turn of ihe century. 

Mr. Netanyahu encouraged 
them to expand existing set- 
tlements. His government is 
also planning to restore tax 
benefits for settlers and build 
new major roads on the West 
Bank to allow them to bypass 
Palestinian areas. 

The Palestinian authority 
wants all settlements in the 
territories to be dismantled at 
the end of the interim period 
of autonomy in 1999 and bit- 
terly opposes any expansion 
in the meantime. 

"The Israeli government is 
clearly in the process of vio- 
lating the peace accords,” 
said Mr. Korei. the speaker of 
the legislative council. 

“If it continues down this 
road and changes the status 
quo on the ground, there will 
no longer be any reason to 
continue the peace process 
and we will be forced to halt 
negotiations,” he said. 

A deputy from Jerusalem, 
Zyad Abu Zayad, said: ‘The 
Israeli government is contin- 
uing its policy of land confis- 
cations, and that means it has 
no intention of achieving a 
reconciliation between the 
two peoples. 

“If it continues there will 
be no need to continue the 


peace process. I think the 
Palestinian leadership will 
review the whole subject and 
take some tough decisions.” 

Some 145,000 Jews live in 
140 settlements in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip, 
excluding those who live in 
annexed East Jerusalem. 

Israel’s hardline new Infra- 
structure Minister Ariel 
Sharon announced Tuesday 
the construction of a new 
town on the edge of the West 
Bank as he called for a return 
to the days of pioneering 
Zionism. 

The hawkish ex-general 
told his first press conference 
that be planned to build the 
town next to Beth Govrin 
kibbutz on the Israeli side of 
the “green line” separating 
the Jewish state from the 
West Bank. 

“The time has come to res- 
cue Betb Govrin from its iso- 
lation” Mr. Sharon said. 

“The government must 
return to authentic Zionism. I 
hope the government's posi- 
tion on construction and 
development of Jewish pop- 
ulation areas will be 
expressed in its policy on the 
ground," he said. 

Mr. Sharon, a champion of 
Jewish settlers and an outspo- 
ken opponent of Palestinian 
self-rule, wields an annual 


budget of $9 billion at the 
head of the infrastructure 
super-ministry. 

He flexed his muscles on 
Tuesday by ordering direo 
tors of national companies 
which come under his portfo- 
lio to attend his press brief- 
ing in Tfel Aviv, including the 
heads of electricity, water, 
railways and the land office. 

He said he also planned to 
launeb-a population drive in 
the northern region of 
Galilee and to expand Beer- 
sheba in the southern Negev 
desert from 250,000 inhabi- 
tants to 500,000. 

As housing minister from 
1990-1992, Mr. Sharon over- 
saw a massive construction 
drive in the settlements. Mr. 
Sharon leads the right-wing 
camp in the governing Likud 
Party. 

Mr. Sharon’s plan calls for 
one road leading from the 
West Bank into northern 
Jerusalem and a second link- 
ing central Israel with Jewish 
settlements inside the West 
Bank. 

Israeli reports said the 
roads would pass through 
rural areas of the West Bank 
that were handed to Palestin- 
ian control last year, but 
where Israel maintains over- 
all responsibility over securi- 
ty- 


Syria’s Shehabi: Military 
option not ruled out 


DAMASCUS (AFP) — 
Syria’s army chief said Tues- 
day that Damascus refused 
to rule out the use of military 
force against Israel in its 
fight to win back its rights. 

"Our rights are legitimate 
and we will work for peace 
using every possible legiti- 
mate means, especially 
diplomatic. But if we are 
foiled then every other 
option is a possibility," army 
Chief-of-Staff General Hek- 
mar Shehabi told the ruling 
part)’ ’s daily Al Baaih. 

“Over the past few decades 
the military option was the 
only means available to 
Syria to combat Israeli 

aggression against Arab land 
and in the occupied territo- 
ries,” the general said. 

He also said that “Syria 
would make no concession 
concerning the need for a 
total Israeli retreat to the 
lines of June 4, 1967,’ a ref- 
erence to the Golan Heights 
which was seized by Israel in 
the 1967 six-day war and 

later annexed. 

Israel’s right-wing Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu has P^j-ty 
ruled out a return of the 
Golan to Syria, in contrast to 
his Labour predecessor Shi- 
mon Peres who said a with- 


drawal was necessary for 
peace. 

Gen. Shehabi accused Mr. 
Netanyahu of “abandoning 
the principle of exchanging 
land-for-peace by imposing 
his own personal interpreta- 
tions on the foundations of 
the peace process. 

“Ruling out the exchange 
of land-for-peace would 
mean a halt and total col- 
lapse of the peace process ” 
Gen. Shehabi said. 

Gen. Shehabi became the 
first Syrian chief-of-staff to 
meet his Israeli counterpart. 
General Ehud Barak, in 
Washington in December 
1994 as part of peace talks 
with the Jewish state. 

Meanwhile, Mr. Netanyahu 
said Monday that Israel was 
in contact with Syria using 
the United States as go- 
between to try to resume 
stalled peace talks. 

“We are in contact with 
Syria via the United States 
and we are talking about the 
possibility of resuming dis- 
cussions. I support this," Mr. 
Netanyahu told Israeli 
radio’s Arabic service. 

“The Syrians have pro- 
posed a resumption of nego- 
tiations at Wye Plantation” 
outside Washington, where 
the last round of talks took 


place. 

Former Israeli Premier Shi- 
mon Peres called off the talks 
in February at the start of a 
wave of suicide bombings by 
Islamic extremists in the 
Jewish state that killed 58 
people. 

Mr. Netanyahu said he 
backed Syria’s request for 
discussions to resume on the 
basis of a letter of invitation 
to the Madrid conference in 
October 1991 that first 
launched the Arab-Israeli 
peace process. 

However, the ■ right-wing 
prime mini ster ruled out a 
second demand from Dam- 
ascus that the talks pick up 
where they left off in Febru- 
ary. 

“We are not lied by any 
verbal commitments which 
the former government may 
have given,” he stressed. 
According to the radio’s 
commentator. Mr. Netanyahu 
was referring to the possibil- 
ity of an Israeli withdrawal 
from the strategic Golan 
Heights. 

Mr. Netanyahu also pro- 
posed “comprehensive talks” 
between Israel and Syria to 
include the issue of Lebanon 
“in order to avoid a build-up 
there which could spin out of 
control.” 


Korei, 

deputies 

resign 


BETHLEHEM, West Bank 
(AFP) — The speaker of 
the Palestinian legislative 
council. Ahmed Korei. said 
Tuesday he was resigning 
after a row with Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat over 
drawing up a constitution. 

“I resign.” said Mr. Korei, 
a key Palestinian negotiator 
for the autonomy accords 
with Israel, during a ses- 
sion of the council in the 
West Bank town of Bethle- 
hem. 

He clashed with Mr. 
Arafat tried yet again to 
stop the legislative council 
debating a temporary con- 
stitution at a session con- 
vened in the West Bank 
town of Bethlehem. 

Mr. Korei ’s two deputies 
and the secretary general of 
the council followed his 
example in resigning, lead- 
ing to the session being 
suspended until Wednes- 
day. 

On two previous occa- 
sions Mr. Arafat has urged 
the council not to start a 
debate over the constitution 
drawn up by a parliamen- 

(Continued on page 3) 


Mubarak, Clinton agree on 
peace, differ on terrorism 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak won assurances 
from President Bill Clinton 
Tuesday that the Mideast 
peace process will continue 
despite Israel's new regime 
but disputes over terrorism 
clouded their talks. 

. Mr. Clinton has called for a 
new drive to isolate Libya, 
Iran, Iraq and Sudan as pari- 
ah states that sponsor terror- 
ism but administration offi- 
cials acknowledge that Mr. 
Mubarak does not share the 
view and could make waves. 

“The best that we can 
expect is ... that he does not 
publicly oppose us. an offi- 
cial said on condition of 
anonymity. 

Mr. Mubarak is the first 
Arab leader to meet officially 
with Mr. Clinton since Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu defeated Shimon 
Peres on May 29 and sparked 
concerns that a Likud gov- 
ernment would put the 
brakes on the peace process. 

Mr. Netanyahu cam- 
paigned on a security-first 
platform bolstered by suicide 
attacks against Israeli citi- 
zens and he has rejected what 
is considered the cornerstone 
of the peace process: Israel's 
return of lands seized in the 
1967 war in exchange for 


peace with its Arab neigh- 
bours. 

Mr. Netanyahu made some 
conciliating noises during his 
Washington visit on July 9, 
but that apparently has failed 
to reassure Mr. Mubarak. 

So Mr. Clinton made a con- 
certed effort to placate the 
Egyptian leader as they sat 
down for their talks at the 
White House Tuesday. 

“He reaffirmed to me when 
he was here ... that he would 
honour the Oslo accords in 
every way,” Mr. Clinton said 
in reference to the 1993 pact 
signed by the Palestine Lib- 
eration Organisation (PLO) 
and late Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin. 

“So I think we have to give 
him a chance to do that and 
work on that assumption,” 
Mr. Clinton added. 

The Oslo accord gave the 
Palestinians self-rule in the 
West Bank and Gaza and the 
pact is considered a giant 
step in bringing peace to the 
region. 

The talks will also center 
on the thorny issue of terror- 
ism which is dominating the 
world’s attention with the 
Group of Seven (G7) summit 
in Paris and a series of 
attacks on Americans. 

The G7 ministerial was 
called after 19 U.S. soldiers 


were killed in an attack on a 
Saudi military base, and the 
suspicious crash of TWA 800 
two weeks ago and the 
pipebomb at the Olympics 
are likely to feature promi- 
nently. 

They are also much on Mr. 
Clinton's mind and prompted 
him Sunday to call on U.S. 
allies to back new sanctions 
against Egypt's neighbours. 

“Terrorists are often sup- 
ported by states, and states 
that sponsor or commit ter- 
rorism — including Iraq, 
Iran, Libya and Sudan and 
any others — must face 
strong sanctions,” Mr. Clin- 
ton said. 

But Egypt — like many 
U.S. trade partners — objects 
and argues that the move 
could drive Sudan in particu- 
lar into a more extreme 
stand. 

“Egypt has concerns,” the 
administration acknowl- 
edged, adding that Mr. 
Mubarak “does not want to 
push in the direction that we 
are pushing right now.” 

The official said Mr. Clin- 
ton and Mr. Mubarak would 
be discussing other options 
for dealing with Sudan and 
ad ded that the administration 
had its own concerns about 
Egypt’s "position regarding 
Libya." 


Iranians pull out of northern Iraq 


ERBIL, Iraq (AFP) — Iran- 
ian troops pulled back 
towards the Iran-Iraq border 
on Tuesday after a deadly 
two-day offensive against 
Iranian Kurdish rebels inside 
northern Iraq, U.N. officials 
said. 

Meanwhile Tehran justified 
the incursion in a letter to 
U.N. Secretary General 
Boutros Ghali by invoking its 
“right to self-defence” 
against cross border raids by 
the Iraqi-based Democratic 
Party of Iranian Kurdistan 
(DPIK). 

A U.N. official in Erbil in 
Kurdish-controlled northern 
Iraq said most Iranian troops 
had left Sulaimaniyeh for 
Iran in 100 vehicles by mid- 
day Tuesday and that the 
remainder would “most 
probably follow on Tuesday 
night." 

A senior U.N. officer here, 
who asked not to be named, 
said the troops began to with- 
draw from a DPIK camp in 
Kbi Sanjaq late Monday after 
bombarding it for two days. 

“The situation there is 
quiet now,” the officer told 
AFP, adding that troops had 
moved to the Rnnya area fur- 
ther east, towards the Iranian 
bonier. 

An official at the office of 
the U3J. High Commission- 
er for Refugees in Erbil said 


roads had been reopened 
around Koi Sanjaq following 
the withdrawal. 

He added that the UNHCR 
in Erbil was dealing with an 
"urgent situation" coping 
with around 2,500 refugees, 
mostly women and children, 
who fled Koi Sanjaq oq Sun- 
day and Monday after Iran- 
ian troops shelled their camp 
50 kilometres inside Iraq. 

Taymoor Mustafay, a 
DPIK spokesman in Erbil, 
said Tuesday that only part 
of the Iranian force had with- 
drawn and that “others have 
stayed in the Ranya area.” 

The DPIK said 2,000 Iran- 
ian soldiers crossed into Kur- 
dish-controlled northern Iraq 
last Thursday to attack the 
rebel bases. 

Iran said Monday it had 
crushed Iranian Kurdish 
rebels in a massive incursion 
using ground troops, air 
strikes and artillery, and had 
killed at least 20 “important” 
members of the DPIK. 

Abdullah Said, head of the 
UNHCR office in Baghdad, 
said some refugees fleeing 
the fighting around Koi San- 
jaq bad been hilled and oth- 
ers injured, but said he did 
not know how many. 

The DPIK said two people, 
a man and a woman, were 
lolled in the onslaught on 
their camp. 


In the letter to Dr. Ghali, 
Iran said it had acted “in 
response to encroachments 
by terrorist armed groups and 
in accordance with its right 
to self defence." 

“The government of Iraq is 
not in a position to exercise 
effective control over territo- 
ry in the northern part of the 
country," it added, quoted by 
the official Iranian news 
agency IRNA. 

Northern Iraq has been 
controlled by Iraqi Kurds 
with allied protection and in 
defiance of Baghdad since 
the end of the Gulf war. 

The Iraqi government on 
Monday protested against 
the Iranian incursion and 
demanded Tehran withdraw 
its troops immediately. 

Iran also came under fire 
from the United States on 
Monday. State Department 
spokesman Nicholas Bums 
called for an immediate 
withdrawal and said: “There 
is nothing to justify an Iran- 
ian incursion into northern 
Iraq.” 

U.N. agencies and non- 
governmental organisations 
continued Tuesday to try to 
distribute food, water, shelter 
and medical care to the 
refugees who flocked to the 
office of the UNHCR in 
Erbil. 
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Arafat criticises Kuwait on 


expulsion of Palestinians 


SANAA (Agencies) — 
Palestinian President Yasser. 
Arafat criticised Kuwait for 
expelling thousands of 
Palestinians because of his 
"mistake against Kuwait" 
during the 1990-91 Gulf 
crisis. 

“We are also angry... They 
expelled 440,000 Palestini- 
ans...the biggest Arab com- 
munity in Kuwait,” Mr. 
Arafat said in a news con- 
ference in Yemen late on 
Monday. 

“If Arafat committed a 
mistake against Kuwait, 
Palestinian workers and 
teachers (there) are not at 
fault. We hope this great 
wrong would be corrected 
shortly” he said. 

Kuwait was angered by 
what it saw as Mr. Arafat's 
sympathy for Baghdad dur- 
ing Iraq's seven month 
occupation of Kuwait in 
1990-91. 

Since the crisis Kuwait 
has stopped dealing with 
Mr. Arafat, but it has con- 


tributed through 

international channels to a 
fund for development pro- 
jects in the Palestinian self- 
rule authority which he 
heads. 

Palestinians in Kuwait say 
over a third of the 300,000 
to 400,000-strong Palestin- 
ian and Jordanian commu- 
nity fled Kuwait during 
Iraq’s occupation, some in 
fear of mounting turmoil 
and others fleeing theft and 
intimidation by Iraqi troops. 

After the war most of the 
rest were coerced into leav- 
ing or expelled outright 
amid hostility from Kuwait- 
is who suspected them of 
disloyalty. 

Their return has been 
blocked by Kuwait. 
Kuwait's Palestinian com- 
munity is now under 
30,000. diplomats say. 

Mr. Arafat arrived in 
Yemen on Monday and held 
talks with Yemeni President 
Ali Abdullah Saleh on the 
Middle East peace process. 


Before Yemen he visited 
Saudi Arabia, where he held 
talks with King Fahd and 
Defence Minister Prince 
Sultan. Mr. Arafat left 
Yemen later Tuesday. 


Closure costs 
$7 million/day 


At the press conference, 
Mr. Arafat said Israel’s clo- 
sure of the territories was 
costing the Palestinian 
economy “between slx and 
seven million dollars a 
day.” 

“Nearly 120,000 workers 
are unemployed” because 
of the closure, Mr. Arafat 
said, adding: “These work- 
ers have a right to be com- 
pensated after 27 years of 
work with the Israelis,” he 
said. 

“What - we have lost 
because of the blockade far 
exceeds financial aid we 
have received and which 
has been promised to us,” 
Mr. Arafat said. 


“Peace will hit an 
impasse” if Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu “lives 
up to his (election) slogans” 
which refused to heed 
Palestinian demands, Mr. 
Arafat said. 

The self-rule territories 
were sealed off by the 
Israeli army on February 25 
after the first of four Islam- 
ic militant suicide bomb- 
ings which left 58 people 
dead in Israel. 

Since Mr. Netanyahu took 
power last month he has 
eased the blockade to allow 
around 30,000 Palestinians 
to return to their jobs in the 
Jewish state. 

Mr. Arafat also appealed 
to the co-sponsors of the 
peace process, Washington 
and Moscow, “to the coun- 
tries of the European Union, 
to the permanent members 
of the U.N. Security Coun- 
cil and to the Arab and 
Islamic countries to assume 
their responsibilities by pro- 
tecting the peace process.” 
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PALESTINIAN YOUTHS GRADUATE FROM SUMMER CAMP: Palestinian girls march in front of the Pales- 
tinian President Yasser Arafat during a graduation ceremony for summer campers in the Gaza Strip Ibesday, 
This is the first time the Pales tinian National Authority has held summer camps in the self-rule area (Reuters 
photo) 


Algeria hit by bomb 
attacks ahead of 
De Charette’s visit 


uu 
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ALGIERS (AFP) — A 
home-made bomb exploded 
in a busy cafe in west 
Algiers on Tuesday in the 
latest wave of violence to 
rip through the capital only 
a day before France’s for- 
eign mini ster is expected 
here to try to repair relations 
strained by Islamic funda- 
mentalist attacks. 

The bomb went off in the 
Bab A1 Oued district only a 
few hundred metres from 
the national security bead- 
quarters, killing the cafe's 
^ owner ahdirijtirihg fotfr oth- 
ers, securit^'officialssaid 
“I saw %lojod 'splattered on 
- u ' r -the coliufths' in the arcade 
where the cafe is situated 
and a lot of ambulances 
rushed towards the scene,” a 
witness told AFP. 

Die blast was “quite pow- 
erful,” another witness said, 
adding that there must be 
“many victims.” . 

Tuesday's incident was 
the - fifth attack on a cafe 
. since mid-July, following 
the death of Djamel Zitouni, 
ousted leader of the deeply- 
divided Islamic Armed 
Group (GIA) and a master- 
mind of anti-French terror- 
ism in Algeria. 

Zitouni, who the GIA said 
bad been killed in an 
ambush on July 16, bad 
claimed responsibility for a 
string of bomb attacks car- 
ried out in France last year 
and the hijacking of an Air 
France plane in Algiers in 
December 1994. 


The murders were intend- 
ed to undermine links 
between Algeria and 
France, which is Algeria’s 
principal provider of aid, 
granting some five to six 
billion French francs (about 
one billion dollars) each 
year. 

However, the Algerian 
media is hailing French For- 
eign Minister Herve de 
Charette's two-day visit as a 
sign of the thawing in rela- 
tions between the two coun- 
tries. 

* Ibis the first ‘official visit 
•by -a French minister to the 
former French colony in 
three years and follows the 
resumption of talks between 
President Uamine Zeroual 
and the opposition to try to 
find a way to end Algeria's 
civil war which has so far 
claimed at least 50,000 
lives. 

Mr. de Charette’s visit 
Wednesday is “a privileged 
opportunity to normalise 
and defuse relations, to set- 
tle a series of disputes and 
contentious issues and 
' above all to reopen coopera- 
tion on a basis of real equal- 
ity and of mutual respect 
between the two sovereign 
states," the pro-government 
L'Authentique said in a 
front page editorial. 

One contentious issue 
concerns Air Algerie flights 
to Paris, currently banned 
from landing in the capital, 
and visa problems for 
returning Algerians. 


Opposition seeks to spread the word by new television channel 


CAIRO (AFP) — The Egyptian 
opposition hopes to give itself a 
new podium to spread its mes- 
sage by breaking the state's 
monopoly on broadcasting with 
its own private television station. 

“The Liberty Channel will be 
launched starting in early 1997,” 
said the project's head Ibrahim AI 
Desuqi Abaza, an official in the 
liberal Wafd Party. 

• The television channel “will 
express the viewpoints of the 
Wafd but also of other opposition 
groups," Mr. Abaza told AFP. 

“It will confront the monopoly 
by government on the media and 
inform the public of the need for 
democracy,” he said. There are 
total of eigjht local and national 
television stations as well .as two 


satellite channels, all owned by 
the government, which also holds 
the reins of radio broadcasting. 

The opposition, limited to pub- 
lishing newspapers, has com- 
plained of being squeezed out of 
the state media channels. 

In 1995 parliament elections, 
each opposition had only 80 min- 
utes of air time- to give their plat- 
forms to the public. 

The two satellite channels, 
which are aimed for an audience 
abroad but are received in Egypt, 
have a somewhat wider margin 
of expression and broadcast sum- 
maries of the opposition press as 
well as occasional interviews 
.with opposition intellectuals. 

“We don't want gifts from the 
government. We insist on our . 


right to communicate our ideas to 
public opinion through televi- 
sion, which is a more effective 
medium than the written press,” 
Mr. Abaza said. 

Egypt has a 30 per cent illitera- 
cy rate. 

“The information ministry has 
rejected a request I made in 1993 
to authorise us to launch this 
channel” citing a 1979 law for- 
bidding individuals from owning 
a television or radio station, he 
said. . 

Mr. Abaza turned to the courts 
in June for an annulment of the 
ministry decision, arguing that it 
“contradicts the constitution 
which allows for freedom of 
expression.” 

“If the government continues to 


refuse to allow us to launch this 
channel from Egypt we will do it 
from another country, France or 
Italy for example,” he said. “Sev- 
eral offers are being examined.” 

Mr. Abaza said he plans to 
found by the end of the year a 
company “with S10 million capi- 
tal with shares of 100 Egyptian 
pounds ($30) each offered to the 
public to bring in the widest 
number of the people/’ 

“Dozens of personalities and 
businessmen will be among the 
shareholders,” he said, declining 
to specify any names “for the 
moment” 

The channel will boradcast for 
two hours a day at first “mostly 
on political matters,” Mr. Abaza 
said, adding that advertising 


would finance the channel’s 
future operations. “Liberty chan- 
nel will objectively approach 
political questions which interest 
Egypt and the Arab World. It 
won’t seek to hide the truth or 
deceive the masses to serve the 
intersts of Arab regimes like offi- 
cial channels do.” 

Mr. Abaza pointed to the offi- 
cial media coverage of Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu's first visit to Cairo 
on July 18, as an example of 
“deception." 

“They presented the visit as a 
victory for Egyptian diplomacy, 
saying that the visit forced 
Netanyahu to soften his hardline 
in the peace process, when in 
reality he didn't change at all.” 




Four bronze documents 
at ruined Canaanite palace 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(R) — Four bronze age 
documents unearthed in 
northern Israel may be the 
key to locating archives of 
the ancient Canaanite kings 
of Hazor, archaeologists 
said. 

The four documents — 
clay tablets with etchings in 
the extinct Akkadian lan- 
guage — were uncovered 
in the ruins of the royal 
palace in the Canaanite city 
of Hazor by a joint Israeli- 
Spanish excavation, 

Hebrew University said in a 
news release on Monday. 

It said the four texts dou- 
bled the number of docu- 
ments found at the city in 


over 50 years of digging. 
The documents include 
trade records, a legal dis- 
pute and a multiplication 
study text 

Finding the tablets in 
close proximity to one 
another led archaeologists 
to believe they were close 
to discovering the ancient 
city's archives. 

Uncovering the archives 
would be a great advance 
towards unlocking secrets 
of the middle (2000-1600 
B.C.) and late (1600-1200 
B.C.) bronze ages in the 
Near East, the archaeolo- 
gists said. 

Hazor, which commands 
a well-watered pass 30 


kilometres north of Tiberias 
Lake, was .a major strategic 
and commercial centre in 
the city’s heyday between 
1800 and 1300 B.C. 

The Biblical Joshua 
underlined .the importance 
of the city he called “the 
head... of all the kingdoms” 
when he singled out Hazor 
among Canaanite cities for 
total destruction by the con- 
quering Israelites. 

Hazor enjoyed a renais- 
sance under King Solomon 
but was hit by an earth- 
quake in the 8th century 
B.C. and then razed by 
invading Assyrians in 733 
B.C. 


Sudan rebels warn Western oil 
companies to pull out of venture 


NAIROBI (AFP) — A 
southern Sudanese rebel 
group has warned Canadian 
and British oil groups to 
pull out of an oil venture in 
southern Sudan or face the 
consequences. 

In a statement issued here 
on Tuesday, Lam Akol’s 
Sudan People’s Liberation 
Movement/Army 
(SPLM/A-United) faction 
said it was once more warn- ■ 
mg Arakis Energy of Cana- 
da and its British financier. 
Venture Guarantee Limited, 
to pull out of- the project 
immediately. 

“If they fail to do so, they 
will have nobody but them- 
selves to blame for the con- 


sequences of their hostile 
stance against the people of 
southern Sudan,” the rebel' 
group said in a statement 
signed by its spokesman 
D. A Yowin. 

The group stressed that it 
would not allow the 
Sudanese government to 
pump oil at the southern 
Sudan’s Adar-1 oilfield, 
which it would later use for 
in its military campaign 
against southern rebels. 

“The oil belongs to the 
south Sudanese and we are 
duty bound to defend it 
until such a time when it 
will be exploited by. their 
legitimate representatives 
for their genuine interest,” 


the statement said. 

At the same time, the 
SPLM/A said it bad beater^ 


off two attacks by Sudanese 
government forces along 
the White Nile near Meluti 
which were aimed at open- 
ing up the waterway for 
barges that would transport 
crude oil from die Adar-1 
oilfield to the oil refineiy at 
El Obeid in the far north. 

The statement said that in 
the first attack, the 
Sudanese government 
troops from the Melut gar- 
rison attacked its forces at 
Delal Ajak, west of the 
White Nile opposite Melut, 
adding that fighting was 
still raging Tuesday. 



JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 

14:03 Iris 

14:18 Kiinstones 

14:43 Here’s Lucy 

15:10 Varieties 

15:25 Olympic Games 

19:00 1 Le Journal 


19:10 .... 



22:15 


PRAYER TIMES 

04:16 

05:45 


12:42 


16:23 


17:39 


21:08 



cal Congregation Tel. 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene TeL 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. 811295 
English-speaking Latin 
Catholics Parish Tel. 614190. 


CHURCHES 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the 
Department of Meteorology. 
Normal summer weather con- 
ditions will prevail with tem- 
peratures around average and 
winds northwesterly moder- 
ate. In Aqaba, winds will be 
northerly moderate to active 
and seas calm. 


Firas pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy ...890280 
Al Asema pharmacy 
..637055 

Al Salam pharmacy ..636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy 637660 
Nairoukh pharmacy 

..623672 

N^jfb pharmacy 847632 

ERBED: 

Dr. Mazin Abu Bakir 276852 

Al Quds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Walid Al Akhras ..995743 
Khalifeb pharmacy ...98541 7 

EMERGENCIES 


SL Mary of Nazareth 
Church Sweifieh. Tel. S 1 0740 
Assemblies of God Church 
Tel. 632785. 

St Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annunciation 
Tel. 637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 
661757. 

ThiraSanda Church TeL 622366 
Anglican Church TeL 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
TeL 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

St Ephraim Church TeL 771751. 
Amman International 

Church Tel. 652526 
Evangelical Lutheran 
Church Tel. 824328. 
German-speaking Evangeli- 


Min./Max. temp. 

Amman 20/32 

Aqaba 27/41 

Deserts 19/36 

Jordan Valley 24740 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 33. Aqaba 41 Humid- 
ity readings: Amman 31 per 
cent, Aqaba 22 per cenL 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


NIGHT DUTY 


Dr. Khalil AI Thsluq ..757253 
Dr. Wafiq Qaddumi ..893542 
Dr. Nasser Ibrahim....830432 
Dr. Yahya Abdul Rahim 
836072 


Food Control Centre .6371 1 1 
Civil Defence- Department 
66! Ill 

Civil Defence Immediate 
Rescue 630341 
Civil Defence Emergency 
199 

Rescue Police 192. 621111, 
637777 

Fire Brigade 

617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 

843402 

Traffic Police -896390 

Public Security Department 
630321 

Hotel Complaints 605S00 

Price Coinplaints 

661176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints 

897467 


i VMjrjrjBfc Jail’ 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 
Reparis 

— 623 1 01 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 
66.1101 

Jordan Television 773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680 1 00 

Jordan Electricity Authority 
815615 

Electric Power Company 
636381 

RJ Flight Information OS- 

53200 

Queen AQa. Inti. Airport OS- 
53200 


HOSPITALS 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 

813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity, 644281/6 
AkiJeh Maternity, 642441/2 
JabaJ Amman Maternity 
642362 

Malhas* J. Amman ....636140 
Palestine, Shmeisani 

607071 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 
University Hospital 845845 
AJ-Muasher Hospital 

667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdali 666126/37 

AI-Ahli, Abdali 664164/6 

Italian, AJ-Muhajreen 

777101/3 


Al-Bashir, 775111/26 

Army, Marka 

89 1611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 
602240/50 

Amal Hospital 

674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart 
and Special Surgery ..865 1 99 
ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital 
(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ibu Sina Hospital 

(09)986732 

Al Hikma Modern Hospital 

(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basina Hospital 
(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

(02) 272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 

(021247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 

(03) 314111 


(52700) or 0S(53250j. 


ARRIVALS 

Jordanian 


(RJ) 


Royal 
Flights 

08:00 Damascus [RJl 

09:30 Jeddah i RJ) 

09:55 Lamaca I RJ) 

10:10 ..Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

10:50 Doha: Bahrain (RJ) 

15:45 New York, Amsterdam 
(RJ) 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This information is supplied 
by Royal Jordanian (RJ) infor- 
mation department at the 
Queen Alia International Air- 
port Tel. (08)53200 where it 
should always be verified. 
Information on other flights 
are supplied on phone 08 


17:30 London (RJ) 

17:30 ..Toronto, Montreal (RJ I 
18:00 Paris iRTi 

18:15. 


19:00. 
19:10. 
19:50 . 

..Brussels. Geneva (RJ) 
..Frankfurt. Vienna f RJ) 

20:40 . 


21:00 Paris, Madrid (add) (RJ) 

23:00 Madrid (add) (RJ) 

00:30 Rp.imuRIi 

01:10 . 


04:25 Singapore, Kuala 
Lumpur (RJ) 

Other Flights 

12:15 . 


13:00 
(PK) 
13:15 . 

Karachi, Abu Dhabi 

13:40.., 


14:30.. 


15:00 .. 


16:20... 
19:00 .. 


20:40 .. 
21:10 .. 
22:00.. 
22:35'.. 

...London, Beirut iBA) 
Beirut (ME) 

Lamaca (CY) 


23:20 Amsterdam (KL) 

23:30 Athens (OA) 

03:35 Amalia <TK) 

06:30 Tel Aviv cLY) 

■ Royal Wings (RW) Flights 
19:45 ..Tel Aviv (QAJA) (RW) 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 
Flights 

08:00 Madrid (RJ j 

11:00 .........Madrid (add) (RJ) 

11:15 Amsterdam. New York 
(RJ) 

U:40 Berlin. London (RJj 

12:10 ..Tunis. Casablanca iRJj 

Rome (RJ) 

12:45 Istanbul (RJ) 

20:30 Colombo (RJ) 

Beirut (RJ) 

21:10 Riyadh (RJ) 

21 -'10 Cairo <RJ) 

21:20 New Delhi (RJ) 

21:30 Calcutta. Bongkok(RJ) 

22:00 Dhahran (add) (RJ) 

22:15 Dubai. Muscat (RJ) 

00:45 Bangkok (add) (RJ) 

0l ; 00 Sanaa (RJ) 

Other Flights 

04:00 Amsterdam (KL) 

08:45 Beirut (ME) 

0^:15 London (BA) 

13:00 Sanaa ct I Y> 

13; 45 Jeddah (SV) 

14:15 Abu Dhabi, Karachi 
iPK) 

14:15 Cairo (MS) 

14:30 ........Doha, Muscat (CF) 

Tunis (TU.) 

15:50 Vienna (OS) 


17:20 Shariqah (AH) 

20:0° Dubai (EK) 

23:10 Tel Aviv (LY) 

23:30 Lamaca (GY) 

00:20 Amsterdam- (KL) 

04:00 -...Athens (OA) 

04:35 Amalia (TK) 

07:25 Tel Aviv (LY) 

07:45 Beirut. London (BA) 


Royal Wings (RW) Flights 
20:30 Aqaba (QAIA) (RW) 


MARKET PRICES 


VpperAmrer price m fib per kg. 

A Pple ! .700/500- 


Banana imukhammar) ..520/520 

Banana (imported)... 

-...800/600 

Cabbage 

400/300 

Carrot 

170/90 

Cauliflower. 

220/150 

Cucumber (large) .... 

.-..220/140 

Cucumber (small)... 

..-.370/220 

Eggplant. 

.180/120 

Garlic 

650/400 

Grapes 

...440/280 

Lemon 

..-.650/400 

Marrow i large).... 

....250/150 

Marrow (small) 

....370/250 

Mulukhiah 

110/70 

Onion (dry) 

......150/80 

Okra 

750/450 

Pea. 

670/450 

Pear. 

' 750/50° 

Peach 

770/500 

Pepper (hot) 

-...320/200 

Pepper (sweet) 1 

..-320/200 

Potato 

-..320/220 

String Bean. 

....650/400 

Sweet melon. ... ... 

220/140 

Tomato ita/70 ( 

Water melon 

150/90 
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Algeria offers Kingdom 
advice on oil, gas industry 


AMMAN (Petra) — Visit- 
ing Algerian Minister of 
Trade Abdul Karim 
Hashrawi Tuesday offered 
his counny's expertise in 
oil and natural gas explo- 
ration and development to 
Jordan. 

“Algeria has vast experi- 
ence in oil/gas exploration 
and development and is 
ready to offer assistance in 
this field including 
responding to accidents and 
training officials on the lat- 
est safety measures applied 
at oil and gas fields," said 
Mr. Hashrawi during a 
meeting with Minister of 
Energy and Mineral 
Resources Hashem Dabbas. 

Mr. Hashrawi said that bis 
country can also- offer 
advice on the electrification 
of rural regions, adding that 
95 per cent of the rural 
areas of Algeria receive 
electric power. 

The two ministers agreed 
that an Algerian delegation 
should visit Jordan in Sept 
to follow up on discussions 
with the Natural Resources 
Authority (NRA) in oil and 
gas related matters. 

Outlining the general 


energy situation in Jordan, 
Dr. Dabbas said the NRA 
and the foreign oil compa- 
nies operating in Jordan 
have already drilled 90 
wells while prospecting for 
oil. 

Both the NRA and the 
National Oil Company 
have conducted surveys 
and seismological tests in 
different regions in the 
course of oil and gas 
prospecting operations, he 
said. 

Jordan can also benefit 
from Algerian experiments 
in laying pipeline networks 
for gas and oil to serve 
major towns and industrial 
centres, he added. 

Mr. Hashrawi met Tues- 
day with representatives of 
the Amman Chamber of 
Industry and told them that 
coming days will “witness 
fruitful cooperation” 

between Jordan and Algeria 
in economic fields. 

Speaking at the meeting 
attended by business people 
from both sides, Mn 
Hashrawi said his country 
calls for lifting all customs 
barriers with Arab countries 
in order to promote inter- 


Arab trade. 

Abdul Noor Habaibeh, 
the chamber’s secretary, 
said opportunities exist for 
economic and trade rela- 
tions with Algeria, although 
the lack of direct air, mar- 
itime, and land transporta- 
tion between the two coun- 
tries are to blame for the 
limited trade so far. 

According to the Amman 
Chamber of Commerce, 
last year Jordan sold Alge- 
ria JD 7.5 million worth of 
products in exchange for 
JD 800,000 worth of Alger- 
ian goods. 

Later Mr. Hashrawi met 
Minister of Transport Nass- 
er Lawzi and reviewed a 
draft agreement on land and 
maritime transport and an 
amendment to the existing 
air transport betweejL.the 
countries. » 

Following the ^meeting, 
Mr. Lawzi said the amend- 
ment to air transport is 
aimed at increasing flights 
to either country by the 
Algerian and Jordanian air- 
lines. 


Minister allays fears about Israeli 
pull-back in transport agreements 


By Francesca Ciriaci 

Special to i he Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Transport 
Minister Nasser Lawzi 
Tuesday minimised con- 
cerns that rsraei is trying to 
obstruct development and 
cooperation with the King- 
dom in the transport sector. 

A sense of uneasiness was 
evident in recent 
international and Israeli 
news reports alleging that 
the new Israeli government 
intends to doom joint Jor- 
danian-lsraeli transport 
projects. 

“There has not been any 
official pull back on the ini- 
tial transport scenario 
worked out at a very high 
level in the frame of the 
Transport Agreement 
between the two countries,” 
Mr. Lawzi told the Jordan 
Times, “and the joint Jor- 
danian-Israeli committee 
on transport is working as 
scheduled." 


The Jerusalem Post 
reported yesterday that 
Israeli Transport Minister 
Yithack Levy Sunday 
rejected a request by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) to fly 
between Haifa and Amman. 

“We have not asked for 
any new route," Vice Presi- 
dent of Public Relations at 
RJ Munib Toukan told the 
Jordan Times. 

RJ's sister company 
Royal Wings, last April 
inaugurated its 30-minute 
five-weekly flights from 
Marica Civil Airport, 
Amman, to Tel Aviv, and, 
according to the Jerusalem 
Post, “the airline has been 
pressing to fly to Haifa and 
to begin flights between 
Ben Gourion Airport and 
Aqaba." 

Royal Wings* Israeli 
counterpan, Arkia, operat- 
ing under El Al, , started its 
five weekly flights on the 
same route origninating Tel 
Aviv at the end of June. 



Nasser Lawzi 

‘The Jordanian side of the 
joint committee on trans- 
port might include in the 
next meeting’s agenda a 
request for new destina- 
tions or extra-passengers or 
extra frequency,” Mr. 
Lawzi said, “but we have 
not forwarded any such 
request so far." 


According to the transport 
agreement signed between 
Jordan and Israel last Janu- 
ary in fulfilment of the 
peace treaty, the joint com- 
mittee is to hold meetings 
every six months. 

“As scheduled, we met 
last April and are going to 
meet again in October," Mr. 
Lawzi said. 

Regarding news agencies 
and media reports that the 
Infrastructure Minister of 
Benyamin Netanyahu's 
Likud cabinet is opposing 
plans for the construction 
of a joint Jordanian-Israeli 
airport near the Gulf of 
Aqaba to serve both the 
Red Sea resorts of Aqaba 
and Eilat, Mr. Lawzi said 
that “we heard about such 
remarks by the minister's 
spokesman from the media, 
but we have not been 
approached officially.” 

The Jordanian-Israeli 
joint airport project, expect- 
ed to boost tourism in the 


region and help Israeli and 
Jordanian airlines transport 
at least one million passen- 
gers each year, enjoyed the 
support of former Israeli 
Prime Minister Shimon 
Peres and the Clinton 
administration. 

The U.S.funded a $ 
500,000 feasibility study 
for the $ 80 million project. 

“We are awaiting the final 
report by the U.S. consul- 
tant in charge of the feasi- 
bility study any time from 
now,” Mr. Lawzi said. 

Dismissing fears that new 
hard-line Infrastructure 
Minister Ariel Sharon will 
not continue in the previous 
government's support for 
the project, Mr. Lawzi told 
the Jordan Times that “the 
two governments will take 
a joint decision according 
to the results of the feasibil- 
ity study." 


Princess Basma inaugurates family guidance, awareness centre 

Zarqa youth say they need more social facilities 


By Rana Husseini 

Special ro the Jordan Times 

ZARQA — A group of 
Zarqa youths voiced their 
concerns over the lack of 
public facilities Tuesday, 
and called on officials to 
furnish them with parks and 
clubs. 

The youths’ call came fol- 
lowing the official ceremo- 
ny opening of the Family 
Guidance and Awareness 
Centre in Zarqa by HRH 
Princess Basma. 

During a discussion with 
Princess -Basma and Zarqa 
government .officials, ' . die ' 
youngsters . ■: complained , 
abotit the lack of recreation- 
al facilities particularly dur- 
ing summer holidays. 

In response to their 
requests, the Princess told 
the youths “the future is 
yours and you have to help 


us by providing us with 
your thoughts and ideas to 
insure yourselves bright 
prospects.” 

The young people were 
part of a group which took 
part in the Voluntary Youth 
Programme, organised by 
the Zarqa Homemakers 
Association (ZHMA). 

“After attending the youth 
programme we learned 
about the many problems 
that we will encounter dur- 
ing our younger years and 
ways to battle and face 
them,” one youth said 
- addressing Princess-Basma. 

During the' "dpetiing ~c£f6?~ 
vtnopy, - Princess Basma 
stressed the importance of 
establishing such a centre 
saying: T am confident that 
this centre will serve the 
Zarqa community." 

The centre, which is affil- 
iated to ZHMA, has been 


operating since April and 
will offer social, psycho- 
logical, legal and health 
guidance to the Zarqa com- 
munity. 

Nadia Bushnaq, president 
of the ZHMA said the asso- 
ciation, in cooperation with 
Al Kutba Institute for 
Human Development Cen- 
tre. conducted a compre- 
hensive study within the 
Zarqa community which 
revealed many problems 
affecting Zarqa community. 

“Our town has undergone 
several social, political and 
. economic changes .which 
“"caused pressmesTeading to* 
-'•an increase ia family prob- 
lems,” Ms. Bushnaq said. 

Ms. Bushnaq pointed out 
that the changes caused an 
increase in domestic vio- 
lence in the past five years, 
adding that: during the years 
1990 to 1990 there were 


477 reported cases of 
domestic violence, while 
between the years 1985 and 
1989 there were only 210 
snch cases. 

She added that other 
social problems that devel- 
oped because of the change 
in the social structure are an 
increase in the number of 
divorces, school dropouts, 
and juvenile delinquencies 
and increased drug abuse, 
especially among 

teenagers. 

Princess Basma voiced 
her appreciation to the 
national and ‘ international 
•sectors’ -•which * donated 
funds to establish the cen- 
tre. 

T be Princess then distrib- 
uted shields of honour to 
Deputy Head of Mission at 
the British Embassy Simon 
Collis, Ca n adian Ambas- 
sador to Jordan Michele de 


Salabeny, Abdul Majeed 
Shoman of the Arab Bank 
and Haseeb Sabbagh of the 
Diana-Tamari-Sabbagh 
Organisation, who granted 
the ZHMA the funds to 
establish the centre. 

Also during the official 
ceremony. Princess Basma 
distributed certificates to 18 
graduates who attended two 
courses: “Marriage Semi- 
nar** and “Flower Arrang- 
ing" 

Earlier in the day, the 
Princess presented gradua- 
tion certificates to . 100 
graduate^ tifjhe Vocational 
Training Centre for Women 
in Zarqa atfjfre Zarqa Gov- 
ernment College hall. 

The Princess also opened 
a vocational exhibition 
which included tailoring, 
flower arrangements, and 
woodwork. 
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,-V- ■■JERASH : FESTIVAIi ; - ..... 

Concert byBritisfi Cavern' BeatJesThnipe ■ at tire 

nth Theatre ait 8:30 • ; . . \ 

Maitrise de Seines (children .choir). at 

times -Theatre at 8:3# p.ffu . ;■ < ... : . 

Concert by talented cmid .Wiaiii ALS&Qijaan : w 
rack Theatre at 9i30 ja.ui. ' 

■1 , £ y a 


fcOOpJat 
Zancertby l 

lltid aadLigUl JIKaUC « PWV 

igyptian National Circus aptl BrHistiFiVe-Ststf Cftv 
> 3 * the Main Theatre atti:30 |wb,v , v- 'j : . «■ ■ 

ferformances by tjrejordaabaii^^ Mpst* 

Band, the Rozona Hxwpeof 
Ban Chib GmupcfAwafi Voter 

e at the Main .Theatre ^ 

toetry recitals byjbrdaniani Iraqi, and Moroccan 
2 ts st Darat Al Fnnan, JabalWeibdefc (fo 3# 
UD.pjn.1 ■■ "■ 

EXHIBITIONS:'/. • Z 

►fostic (abstract) art by Aymam,Qharaibeh at the 
jal Cultural Centre, until Aug. ff- • ■ ' . • ; .w * ...j 

Pkmeers of the i 

3 Nur Behjet at OrfaK Art 

J, 82 ti 932 ),untilAng. V. • ... / = / „;■ 


Decision on bread compensation 
measures delayed 


(Continued from page 1) 

subsidise bread and other 
food commodities includ- 
ing rice, sugar and powder 
milk. Bread in Jordan was 
much cheaper than in 
neighbouring countries 
that encourages smug- 
gling out of the Kingdom, 
the government says. 

Though the prices of 
wheat on the international 
market has increased four- 
fold since 1994, bread and 
flour prices in Jordan have 
not been increased and the 
Government continued to 
subsidise the 660,000 
tonnes of wheat Jordanians 
consume annually. 


The government move 
has drawn sharp criticism 
from opposition which 
urged the government to 
“find alternative” solutions 
to contain the budget 

deficit. , 

Some deputies threatened 
to seek a non-confidence 
vote in the government if it 
went ahead and raised the 
prices. 

Opposition charges the 
move would lead to the 
deterioration in the living 
standard of Jordanians. 

His Majesty King Hus- 
sein extended total support 
for the government deci- 
sion and appealed to Jordan 
to accept it. 


Poet ends hunger strike, 
accepts job offer 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A Jordanian 
poet who had staged a one- 
week strike, and was pledg- 
ing to starve himself to 
death because be was job- 
less for six years, Monday 
evening ended his demon- 
stration after accepting a 
job offer. 

Mohammad Ibrahim Lafi, 
50, who was temporary 
residing at the Jordanian 
writers Society (JWS), 
staged a strike last week 
protesting the lack of job 
opportunities since 1990. 

On Monday the Director 
of Radio and Television 
Corporation (RTC) lhssan 
Ramzi visited the JWS and 
offered Mr. Lafi a job at the 
institution, according to 
Mohammad Masheikh, the 
society’s secretary.*' 

“Upon bearing of Mr 
Lafi’s strike, Mr. lhssan 
(Ramzi), a JWS member, 
met with the administrative 
committee and decided to 
offer Mr. Lafi a position as 


an advisor at the RTC.” Mr. 
Masheikh told the Jordan 
Tunes. 

He added that the job 
offered to Mr. Lafi entailed 
evaluating the poetry of 
young writers to be pre- 
sented to the RTC. 

Mr. Lafi had told the Jor- 
dan Times that the hunger- 
strike was his final solution 
after his financial situation 
deteriorated and he had no 
money to buy food. 

. Since his- return to the 
Kingdom in 1990, after 
residing temporarily m 
Syria and Lebanon, Mr 
Lafi said he tried to seek a 
jobs at various governmen- 
tal cultural institutes but 
failed. 

He began his literature 
activities in 1973, and since 
then has written and pub- 
lished six collections. 

Mr. Lafi was unavailable 
for comment Tuesday ' 
evening, but according to 
Mr Masheikh “Mr. Lafi 
was really happy and satis- 
fied with the new job 
offer” 


Korei, deputies resign 


(Continued from page I) 

tmy committee, but to allow 
a Palestine Liberation Organ- 
isation (PLO) committee to 
draw up an alternative. 

“Why are you debating the 
constitution? I said that you 
could not debate it because 
the project has not been offi- 
cially handed down to you,” 
Mr. Arafat told the self-rule 
council Tuesday. 

Mr. Korei immediately 
replied that this issue had 
already been resolved two 
weeks ago and that Mr. 
Arafat had agreed a compro- 
mise. 

Under the agreement 
reached eariier this month 
the council was allowed to 
continue its debate while a 


parallel discussion took 
place within the PLO can- 
mi tree. 

The constitution to cover 
the remainder of the interim 
period of Palestinian autono- 
my up to 1999 is of vital 
importance to the self-rule 
council, which cannot pass 
legislation until it is in place. 

Many councillors, who 
won seats in the Palestinians’ 
first general elections in Jan- 
uary at the same time Mr 
Arafat was elected as presi- 
dent, accuse Mr. Arafat of 
working to curb their powers. 

Mr. Arafat already clashed 
with the council at a session 
held in the West Bank town 
of Ramallah last week, again 
over its insistence on debat- 
ing a constitution. 


‘World Breastfeeding Week’ to 
stress community responsibility 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Under the 
motto: “Breastfeeding: A 
Community Responsibili- 
ty" this year’s World 
Breastfeeding Week will be 
launched Thursday by the 
Ministry of Health in coop- 
eration with the United 
Nati ons- C hildren’s Fund. 
(UNICEF). 

As a response to Jordan’s 
needs the Ministry of 
Health added the two coun- 
try-related items this health 
promotion campaign: 
“proper weaning practice” 
and “concentration on 
exclusive breastfeeding 
from birth to 4-6 months.” 

The larrer, according to a 
1993 UNICEF survey, is of 
special importance as 
babies in Jordan are only 


exclusively breast-fed for 3 
months; 

UNICEF believes that for 
this reason the “community 
responsibility" motto is 
important because it 
demonstrates the need for 
breastfeeding-promotion in 
public awareness cam- 
paigns in the media and 
health education seminars. 

.The agency sees breast- 
feeding as an important fac- 
tor in child health and a 
means of natural birth spac- 
ing. 

To encourage mothers 
towards breastfeeding 
World Breastfeeding Week 
is also promoting ‘baby- 
friendly hospitals’ (BFH) 
initiative. Al Bashir Hospi- 
tal, Amman’s only govern- 
ment-run hospital, will 
serve as a role model sup- 
porting this idea, a 


UNICEF statement said 
Tuesday. 

The concept was dis- 
cussed at a breastfeeding 
seminar, which took place 
in July last year in Amman. 

To become a BFH-hospi- 
tal, hospitals and maternity 
centres must practise 10 
steps to successful breast- 
feeding developed by 
UNICEF and . the World . 
Health Organisation 
(WHO), including trained 
staff to implement the 
breastfeeding policy that 
encourages mothers to 
breastfeed and makes them 
familiar with its advantages 
to them and their children. 

Experts in child nutrition, 
the statement said, agreed 
that breastfeeding is the 
most effective way to pro- 
vide a baby with a caring 
environment and it is at the 


same time the best nutrition 
to protect the infant against 
infections and diseases. 

It is the programme’s goal 
to restrain mothers from 
feeding their children with 
infant formulas and hospi- 
tals from separating mother 
and baby at birth, the state- 
ment said. 

The ‘Take the Baby- 
Friendly-Initiative’ by the 
UNICEF cl aims that the 
lives of over one-and-a-haif 
million children in the 
developing world can be 
saved by women breast- 
feeding their children and 
therefore preventing mal- 
nutrition and infection and 
illnesses like anemia, osteo- 
porosis and multiple sclero- 
sis. 

The ‘World Breastfeeding 
Week’ will last from Aug. 
1st till 7. 


Al appeals to Jordan to commute death sentence 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Amnesty 
International has issued an 
appeal on behalf of 
Mustafa Suleiman Abu 
Hamid, who was sen- 
tenced to death on Feb. 27 
for murdering his secre- 
tary. 

Mr. Abu Hamid was sen- 
tenced to death by the 
Criminal Court after he 
was found guilty of the 
murder of Maysoun Taw- 
fiq in Syria on Oct. 23. 
1994. 

His sentence was ratified 
by the Court of Cassation 
on June 12. Amnesty says 
that the sentence was also 
ratified by His Majesty 
King Hussein. 

Amnesty, which 


opposed the death penalty 
in all cases, urged human 
rights activists to appeal to 
the King and members of 
the government. 

In its July 2 statement. 
Amnesty quoted the con- 
vict as alleging he was tor- 
tured following his arrest 
in April 1995. 

According to Amnesty's 
statement, Abu Hamid 
said he confessed to the 
crime after severe torture. 

During his trial, Abu 
Hamid complained to the 
court, but no medical 
reports were brought 
before the court and no 
investigation was ordered 
by the judge. Amnesty 
suid. 

“This violates Article 5 
of the Annex of the United 
Nations “Safeguards guar- 


anteeing protection of the 
rights of those facing the 
death penalty,” the state- 
ment said. 

Amnesty also charged 
that Abu Hamid was held 
for one month in police 
custody and was denied 
access to his lawyer. 

The human rights organ- 
isation called for a full 
investigation into his 
alleged torture, urging that 
the procedure and results 
of the investigations be 
made public. 

The statement said that 
although the government 
of Prime Minster Abdul 
Karim Kabariti, “has star- 
ed that it is putting human 
rights on its agenda and 
has recently established a 
Centre for the Study of 
Freedom and Democracy 


and Human Rights, this 
has not affected the impo- 
sition of the death penal- 
ty.” 

Seven people have been 
executed since the begin- 
ning of the year. Last year 
eight people were put to 
death for various crimes. 

Amnesty International 
has repeatedly expressed 
its concern to the Jordan- 
ian government about 
what the organisation sees 
as the application of the 
use of the death penalty 
over the past two years. 

“Amnesty International 
is deeply concerned at the 
extension of the use of the 
death penalty that these 
executions represent,” the 
statement said. 
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Sri Lankan troops kill 54 rebels, 
Tamil parties call for peace talks 


QCOLOMBO (AFP) — Sri 
^Lankan troops have killed 
''"'54 Tamil guerrillas after 
overrunning a northern 
bfia ijjvvn held by the rebels 
rj'j'l 'Since 1990. and are poised 
-fi'-Hito advance further inio Ti- 
orli tger territory, the military 
i{ 0 , ; -]£aid Tuesday. 
nor n Defence Ministry 
f iV _said radio transmissions of 
"""the Liberation Tigers of 
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) had 
admitted to 54 deaths within 
its ranks since the military 
.J'j- launched a major offensive 
L;r towards the town of Paran- 
-ii than Friday. 

_j ; “So far 54 names of ca- 
dres killed hav e bee n re- 
leased over the LTTE trans- 
missions,*" a military state- 
[ ment said, adding that the 
; rebels had mostly fled 
Paranthan. 

It said the army was firing 
heavy artillery and the air 
force was bombing the re- 
bels who are reportedly 
building up their strength in 
nearby Kilinoehcbi, 524 
kilometres north of Colom- 
bo. 

‘Terrorists continue their 
mortar attacks into the new- 
ly-captured areas.'* the 


statement said. “(The) 
troops ... are taking precau- 
tions and hence have not 
suffered any casualties.” 

Sri Lanka mounted its mi- 
litary offensive codenamed 
True Victory Friday from 
the garrison at the narrow 
Elephant Pass, the gateway 
to Jaffna peninsula on the 
country's northern tip. 

The "troops backed by 
army, heavy artillery and air 
power quickly came pour- 
ing down nearly 10 kilome- 
tres of the pass to capture 
the town of Paranthan in 
just 24 hours. 

Military officials say their 
aim is to capture Kilinoch- 
chi. which the LTTE made 
its new political headquar- 
ters when it lost control of 
the Jaffna peninsula to gov- 
ernment troops in May. 

The True Victory offen- 
sive was launched by Sri 
Lanka a week after the pow- 
erful LTTE overwhelmed a 
large military garrison in 
northeastern Mullaitivu. al- 
legedly slaughtering more 
than 1,200 soldiers. 

It was the worst military 
debacle for Sri Lanka, 
where more than 50,000 


people have been killed in 
Che LTTE's prolonged cam- 
paign for a Tamil homeland 
in Sri Lanka's north and 
east. 

The fresh fighting came as 
Sri Lanka's mainstream Ta- 
mil parties urged the gov- 
ernment to resume uncondi- 
tional peace talks with the 
Tigers in a bid to end the 
ethnic conflict. 

Three of the parties also 
ridiculed the government 
for insisting that the LTTE 
should surrender a large 

quantity of weapons before 
farther negotiations. 

“Looking at ground reali- 
ties, it is necessary (for the 
g over nment) to speak to the 
LTTE,’* said Joseph Para- 
raj as Ingham of the moder- 
ate Tamil United Libera- 
tion Front (TULF). 

The comments from the 
Tamil parties followed the 
statement Sunday by Sri 
Lankan Foreign Minister 
Lakshman Kadirgamar, 
who rule d out further talks 
with die LTTE unless it sur- 
rendered a substantial quan- 
tity of arms and renounced 
violence. 

“All other Tamil (militant) 




Rescue workers in El Salvador carry the body of a victim in a mudslide caused by~ 
fierce rains from hurricane Cesar. Central America sifted through the aftermath of 
the hurricane, whose rains and mudslides killed at least 48 people and forced thou- 
sands from their homes (Reuter photo) 


Pacific storm heads towards Mexico 


SAN SALVADOR (AFP) — Tropical storm 
Douglas headed for Mexico’s Pacific coast 
Tuesday after the storm system left 48 dead 
in its destructive path through Central 
America. 

Douglas, bom of remnants of tropical 
storm Cesar which gathered strength in the 
Pacific, packed 130-kilometre winds as it 
moved toward southern Mexico at 33 kilo- 
metres per hour, according to the U.S. 
National Weather Service. 

Mexico issued tropical storm warnings 
for the area from the town of Salma Cruz to 
the resort city of Acapulco. 

In El Salvador, Deputy Interior Minister 
Roberto Machon said flooding, mudslides 
and cave-ins killed six children and four 
adults nationwide. Forty families were cut 
off by flooding in isolated rural areas, he 
said. 

The storm caused millions of dollars of 
damage and left thousands homeless os it 
ravaged Central America. 

On arriving in the Caribbean off Nica- 
ragua, Cesar was upgraded to a hurricane. 
And in Nicaragua, it was downgraded to a 
tropical depression but after crossing a 
stretch of the Pacific coast Sunday it gained 
strength and was renamed Douglas. 

Cesar first struck Venezuela as a tropical 
storm last week, dumping driving rain on 
hillside slums in Caracas and causing land- 
slides and home collapses that killed four 
people. 

Churning westward, Cesar hit Colombia’s 
Caribbean coast Friday, killing five people 
in the coastal cities of Santa Marta, 


BarranquiUa and Cartagena. 

Crossing Costa Rica's low-lying Atlantic 
coast Cesar left 24 dead and 30 missing. 
Losses were estimated at $24 million. 

Meanwhile in Nicaragua, three died with 
losses estimated in the millions. Earlier 
reports put the national death toll there at 
four. 

Nicaraguan President Violeta Chamorro 
declared a state of emergency Sunday after 
Cesar tore through Nicaragua. In addition 
to the dead, five were missing and some 
10,000 were left homeless, according to the 
Civil Defence and Red Cross. 

Cesar flooded Managua shantytowns on 
the shores of Lake Managua and partially 
destroyed homes made of wood and sheets 
of zinc, plastic and cardboard, according to 
authorities who reported receiving desper- 
ate calls for help. 

Costa Rica sustained worse than expected 
damage. In addition to the 24 dead, some 
4,400 people were homeless after homes 
washed into rivers in the south. Several 
highways were washed out, officials said. 

The Costa Rican government declared a 
national emergency and released the equiv- 
alent of $1.5 million to hire equipment to 
repair highways. 

Meanwhile. Cesar claimed another wo 
lives in Panama further south. 

Guatemala has also felt the impact of the 
storm — with a dozen communities cut off 
by heavy rains and landslides Monday — 
but there were no reports of loss of life or 
serious damage. 


Over 30,000 Christians rally in south 
Philippines against Muslim peace deal 


ZAMBOANGA. Philip- 
pines (AFP) — More than 
30.000 Christians held ral- 
lies in three key southern 
Philippine cities Tuesday to 
protest a proposed peace 
deal with Muslim rebels. 

President Fidel Ramos, 
who was visiting a southern 
town near one of the protest 
sites, called on the Christian 
majority to “heal old 
wounds.” referring to the 
bloody sectarian strife that 
has wracked the country’s 
southern region for more 
than two decades. 

“Thousands of lives have 
been lost and thousands 
more have been dislocated 
because of our failure to 
accommodate, each other as 
members of the same Fili- 
pino family," Mr. Ramos 
said in a speech in the 


southern city of Dapitan. 

He said the “time has 
come for us to make peace 
among ourselves and unite 
for the greater goal of socio- 
economic development." 

Bui the president’s call 
seemed lost to opponents of 
a Muslim-led regional 
council that will supervise 
development projects in 14 
southern provinces. 

The council is deemed 
central to a peace agreement 
with the main Muslim rebel 
group, the Moro National 
Liberation From (MNLF), 
as it will pave the way for 
the creation within three 
years of a wider autono- 
mous region demanded by 
the MNLF in exchange for 
dropping its 24-year armed 
struggle. 

More than 20.000 farm- 


ers. students, civic leaders 
and businessmen rallied in 
this southern port city, burn- 
ing an effigy of Mr. Ramos 
and other officials, police 
said. Transportation and 
businesses ground to a halt 
for three hours but there 
were no reports of any vio- 
lence. 

In the city of IHgan, about 
10.000 protesters, wearing 
red shirts and ribbons to 
symbolise their anger, gath- 
ered at a public square 
demanding the suspension 
of the signing of the final 
peace agreement, scheduled 
within the next two months. 

The rally in lligan was 
preceded by a transport 
strike that forced officials to 
call off classes. 


Dole 

prepares for 
new attack on 
‘Hollywood 
values’ 


REDDING. California (R) 
— Republican presidential 
candidate Bob Dole Mon- 
day prepared to repeat one 
of his greatest campaign 
successes® by renewing an 
attack on “Hollywood val- 
ues.” 

The soon-to-be Repub- 
lican presidential nominee 
was due to fly to Los An- 
T geles to attend a showing 
1 of the hit movie Indepen- 
dence Day together with 
his wife Elizabeth^ on her 
60th birthday. Also joining 
the Doles was former 
Education Secretary Wil- 
liam Bennett, author of die 
best-selling Book Of Vir- 
tues. 

Mr. Bennett has been 
pushing Independence Day 
as an example of uplifting 
and positive values, despite 
the hundreds of millions of 
people killed in the course 
of the movie — a far- 
fetched science-fiction ad- 
venture about the invasion 
of the planet by unfriendly 
aliens. 

All this. Dole aides said, 
was a prelude to the main 
event Tuesday when Sen. 
Dole will go to 20th Cen- 
tury Fox Studios and deliv- 
er what aides were calling 
“Hollywood 2 — The 
Sequel” — a new instal- 
ment to one of bis most 
successful moments of his 
quest for the presidency. 

In a speech in April 1995, 
Sen. Dole condemned Hol- 
lywood for producing 
“nightmares of depravity 
drenched in violence and 
sex’* and accused the enter- 
tainment industry of mar- 
keting images of evil to 
American children in a 
thirst for profit. 

“A line has been crossed, 
not only of taste but of 
human dignity and decen- 
cy," Sen. Dole said then. 

The speech won wide- 
spread praise, not only 
from conservative Chris- 
tian leaders, who are an 
important power bloc in the 
Republican Party, bur from 
other politicians and natio- 
nal leaders as well. 

Following Sen. Dole’s 
first Hollywood speech, he 
was criticised for singling 
out some films both for 
praise and condemnation 
without actually seeing 
them. His trip to see Inde- 
pendence Day was de- 
signed to avoid that criti- 
cism this time. 

Sen. Dole badly needs to 
spark a similar response to 
inject some life into his 
flagging campaign. He 
trails President Clinton by 
up to 20 percentage points 
in opinion polls and by 27 
points in one recent poll in 
California. 

However, it remains to be 
seen whether Sen- Dole can 
elicit the same response 
twice. 
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groups including ours laid 
down arms in 1987,” said 
Dharmalingam Siddhathan 
of the People's Liberation 
Organisation of Tamil Ee- 
lam (PLOT). “What do we 
have to show to our people? 
What have we achieved?” 

The TULF’s Pararajasing- 
ham added: “The other mil- 
itant groups surrendered 
their weapons in 1987. But 
they achieved nothing. How 
can one expea the Tigere to 
emulate them?" 

The LTTE considers other 
Tamil groups as “traitors” 
and has been killing rheir 
members and leaders for 
almost a decade. No other 
Tamil group is allowed to 
function in LTTE-con- 
trolled areas. 

Sri Lankan President 
Chandrika Kumaratunga 
began peace talks with the 
LITE after takin g power in 
August 1994. The LTTE 
broke off the negotiations 
and resumed its separatist 
war in April 1995. More 
than 50,000 people have 
died in the separatist cam- 
paign. 



Dutch, Germans 
stage anthem 4 
battle 
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LLORET DE MAR, Spain 
(R) — Drunken Dutch and 
German tourists at a Spa- 
nish resort got into a war of 
national anthems that came 
to blows, landing one per- 
son in hospital and three in 
jail, police said. The battle 
in the Lloret De Mar bar 
zone on the northwest coast 
started when 30 “very 
drunk” Dutch began sin- 
ging their national song. A 
group of Germans coun- 
tered with their anthem. 
“The two groups started to 
egg each other on. singing 
their own anthems loudes^i 
and louder, until it turned 
to insults and fighting,” a 
police source said. Riot 
police broke up the con- 
frontation and detained 
three Dutch. A German 
man hurt in the fray was 
taken to a hospital, where 
doctors said he was 
improving and would soon 
be released. 





as 


ft 


d 

_ 

a 

- . -•rr i - 

91 




K 


g 

.’•nk 

4 




W 1 - 

Mik 


Godfather of soul 
revives Atlanta’s 
party 



il 


A protester jumps off from a rooftop towards a group of riot police during a demon- 
stration In Hong Kong Tuesday (Reuter photo) 


ATLANTA (R) — Last 
time out he was rudely 
interrupted by a bomb. Se- 
cond time around nothing 
could stop Misrer James 
Brown, the godfather of 
soul. In a downtown con- 
cert tent. Georgia's own 
screaming senior citizer^l 
brought the Olympic City 
of Atlanta back to life. 
Soul man. sex machine, get 
up. Brown did them all. 
Saturday's bombing of the 
Centennial Olympic Park a 
block away was beaten. 
Brown wasn't alone. 


4 injured in clash at Hong 
Kong’s anti-China outpost 


Kindly thief 
returns artificial 
hand with ring 


LOS ANGELES (R) — A 
thief who stole a woman’s 


HONG KONG (R) — Four 
people were injured in scuf- 
fles between riot .police and . 
demonstrators Tuesday as 
residents of a controversial 
pro-Taiwan Nationalist 
shanty town forced officials 
to delay its clearance. 

‘The government pro- 
mised they will not tear 
down the homes today and 
they will give you two 
weeks to have your homes 
surveyed," George Ng, a 
local official mediating in 
the dispute, told the protest- 
ing residents at Rennie's 
Mill. 

About 100 demonstrators 
demanding better compen- 
sation when their homes are 
demolished to make way for 
a housing development had 
blockaded a road to the 
squatter town as some 175 
police, most wearing full 
riot gear, attempted to force 
them out. 

‘The government is abus- 
ing its powers and breaking 
its promises,” the protesters 
chanted as they stood on 
mounds of boxes and empty 
cooking gas cylinders blo- 
cking die road, and refused 
to move. 

Frayed and faded Taiwan 
flags still fluttered over the 
township on the coast of the 


British colony's Kowloon 
Peninsula, once a haven for 
, tHousands of vanquished 
'nationalist Kuomintang sol- 
diers who fled the 1949 
Communist takeover of 
China. 

Hong Kong will be hand- 
ed back to China at mid- 
night on June 30 next year, 
and many residents opposed 
to the demolition have ar- 
gued that the government's 
plan to raze the township to 
clear the way for a housing 
development had hidden 
political motives. 

China regards Taiwan, 
where the Kuomintang gov- 
ernment fled in 1949. as a 
renegade province. 

One demonstrator jumped 
from the roof of a building 
onto riot police trying to 
break through the barri- 
cades. 

“It's okay to sacrifice my- 
self,” he told a Reuters re- 
porter before he leapt. 

The protester was injured, 
as well as one of the police 
officers. Two other protest- 
ers sustained minor injuries 
in the scuffle, and a govern- 
ment media officer fainted, 
witnesses said. 

Confronted by the vio- 
lence, the government gave 
in. and the demonstrators 


promised to take down then- 
barricades. 

‘The residents requested ' 
to have two weeks to have“ 
their homes surveyed,” said 
Lau Kai-Hung, assistant di- 
rector of the Housing De- 
partment. “We don't have a 
problem with that" 

The residents want inde- 
pendent surveys to aid their 
court actions against the 
clearance and win better 
compensation. 

With the fighting over, 
demonstrators, many still 
wearing yellow headbands 
emblazoned with vows to 
defend then homes, and po- 
lice officers sat around the 
barricades smoking ciga- 
rettes. 

The 235 remaining fami- 
lies at Rennie's Mill have 
known for more than a year 
that the township would be 
demolished, but have 
fought for better compensa- 
tion. 

Last month. Hong Kong's 
high court upheld their right 
to better compensation, 
ordering the government to 
pay more. Some families 
have not received compen- 
sation offers, and residents 
were demanding more time 
to finalise arrangements. 
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Japan lifts defence budget 
ceiling to 2.88% growth 


TOKYO (AFP) — Japan’s 
three ruling parties agreed 
Tuesday to limit the inc- 
rease in the defence budget 
for the coming year to 2.88 
per cent, up from a 2.58 per 
cent rise in the current year, 
coalition sources reportedly 
said. 

The accofd, reported by 
local news agencies and 
Japan Broadcasting Corp. 
(NHK). represented a com- 
promise between the con- 
servative Liberal Democ- 
ratic Party (LDP) and the 
left-wing Social Democ- 
ratic Party (SDP). 

The LDP was said to be 
seeking a rise of more than 
3.5 per cent while the SDP 
was pushing for an increase 
smaller than this year's fig- 
ure. New Party Sakigake, 
the smallest party in the 
coalition, had reportedly 
said it would not accept any 
increase of more than three 
per cent. 

With the agreement, Ja- 
pan's defence budget is 
poised to grow at a faster 


rate than its foreign aid bud- 
get for the first time since 
the current budget ceiling 
system was introduced in 
1982, Jiji Press said. 

On Monday, the three par- 
ties agreed to limit the inc- 
rease in Japan's foreign aid 
budget to 2.6 per cent in the 
fiscal year starting next 
April, the smallest increase 
in 14 years and down from 
seven per cent in the current 
year. 

Hideo Usui, the director 
general of the Defence 
Agency who is also from 
the LDP, the biggest coali- 
tion partner, had called for 
an increase of 4.5 per cent 
in a meeting earlier Tuesday 
with Finance Minister Wa- 
taru Kubo. 

"We would like to raise 
the defence budget by 4.5 
per cent." the Japanese de- 
fence chief was quoted as 
saying. "But we will con- 
sider the matter further, 
with the aim of limiting the 
extent of the rise.” 

Mr. Kubo. who hails from 


the SDP, asked Mr. Usui to 
curb the increase as other 
ministries are cutting their 
outlays in the national bud- 
get for the fiscal year start- 
ing next April, Finance 
Ministry officials said. 

Following the separate 
agreement to slash the inc- 
rease in Japan's budget for 
Official Development As- 
sistance (ODA), Prime Mi- 
nister Ryutaro Hashimoto 
called Tuesday for quality 
rather than quantity in aid to 
developing countries. 

"We need to find out what 
is being sought at the grass- 
roots level.” he was quoted 
as saying. 

The 2.6- per cent growth 
rate agreed to Monday rep- 
resented a compromise bet- 
ween Mr. Kubo. whose 
ministry wanted to limit the 
increase to 1.4 per cent, and 
Foreign Minister Yukihiko 
lkeda whose ministry was 
pushing for 5.6 per cent. 


dine cans and sweet wrap- 
pers that he left for rescuers 
once he realised he was 
lost. Rescue workers, using 
the improvised trail, traced 
Giuseppe Guido Ippolito. a 
Rome doctor on holiday in 
the Italian Alps, to an atW- 
doned hay loft where he 
had taken shelter for the 
night. Dr. Ippolito told II 
Messaggero newspaper bg 
was usually critical or 
Italy's state services, but 
[he Alpine rescuers were 
“one of the few things, as I 
experienced, that work in 
Italy.” 



Enthusiasts await 
world’s biggest 
flower 


LONDON (R) — Hund- 
reds of plant lovers descen- 
ded on London’s Kew 
Gardens Monday hoping to 
catch a rare glimpse of the 
world's largest — and 
smelliest — flower. They 
were undeterred by the fact 
that when it blooms some- 
time this week the three- 
foot wide Titan Arum 
exudes an odour described 
as a mixture of rotting fish 
and dead mice. Titan 
Arums, which bloom onM 
once every six or seven* 
years of their 20-year lives, 
are known as “corpse flow- 
ers' in their native jungles 
on the Indonesian island of 
Sumatra. 
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World News 



P*^P are equipment at one of the biggest bases in Chechenya, just east of Grozny, where the fed- 
9 uarte red . Fi gating has flared again in the rebel region and a reported attack on the separatist 
military commander has cast further doabt on the chances for peace (Reuter photo) 

61 bodies of missing fishermen found I Aid 


DHAKA (AFP) — Rescue teams in south- 
ern coastal areas of Bangladesh have recov- 
ered the bodies of 61 out of 132 fishermen 
reported missing in the Bay of Bengal after 
their trawlers were hit by a storm last week, 
local reports and police said Tuesday. 

"So far 61 bodies have been recovered 
scattered along the coast," a local official 
said by telephone from southern Bari sal 
district. 

He said decomposed bodies were slowly 
turning up on the coasL 

A radio report said 17 trawlers carrying 
the fishermen went missing in a 24-hour 
period beginning Thursday night during a 
seasonal storm. 

The official Bangladesh news agency 
(BSS), quoting police, said the bodies were 
recovered after extensive searches during 
the pasr three days along the coastal belt 
and rescuers were still looking for the 60 
listed as missing. 

Eleven men were rescued after 15 hours 
in the turbulent sea. the agency said. 

"It is the first time .in many years that we 
have lost so many fisherman at one time ... 
but they are to be blamed for their fate,” 
said M. Shahidullah Mia, Patuakhali dis- 
trict administrative chief. 

. He said the trawlers capsize regularly in 
such weather and mdst fishermen return 
after- several' days, sayipg.tfaey were rescued 
by other boats. ; 


The frequency of such incidents was 
attributed by Mr. Mia to the younger gener- 
ation of fishermen who ignore weather 
warnings, adding “sometimes I personally 
tried to convince them after getting calls 
from the prime minister’s office in Dhaka, 
but they have their way.” 

Local officials said the fishing villages 
were in mourning as the search for others 
continued amid heavy rains and rough seas. 

Fishermen are regularly the victims of 
Bangladeshi seasonal storms. In June, 12 
fishermen died when two boats capsized in 
a storm in the same vicinity. In May, a 
severe cyclonic storm flooded several 
coastal villages, swept away a girl and 
caused widespread crop losses. 

The most recent storms have also been 
responsible for massive flooding which 
killed 27 by official count, with unofficial 
tolls as high as 105. Those numbers do not 
include the fishermen. 

Discrepancies in the death tolls could be 
due to the fact that reports often take some 
time to reach major towns. 

According to relief ministry officials, 
more than 5.2 million people in more than 
half of Bangladesh's 64 administrative dis- 
tricts have been affected by flooding, an 
annual problem during the monsoon season 
for this low-lying south Asian country. 

Last year floods Wiled 117,.' people, 
according to an official count’ 


Burundi army admits killing 5 1 rebels 


BUJUMBURA (AFP) — The Burundian 
army Tuesday admitted officially that it had 
killed 51 Hutu rebels during various clash- 
es Friday in Giheta. in the central province 
of Gitega. 

The killings took place the day after the 
minority Tutsi-dominated array backed a 
coup overthrowing President Sylvestre Nti- 
bantunganya- a Hutu, and installing Pierre 
Buyoya, a Tutsi major. 

"Members of armed gangs clashed with 
the army after setting fire to several build- 
ings." army spokesman Lieutenant-Colonel 
Isaie Nibizi told AFP. 

The term "armed gangs” is used by the 
army io describe Hutu rebels. 

Col. Nibizi said the victims had already 
been buried, adding that tensions in the 
troubled province had now eased. 

On Monday, sources in Nairobi said 
around 50 people had been killed in sepa- 
rate incidents in Gitega. near the site of a 
massacre of more than 300 Tutsis. mainly 
women and children, 10 days ago. 

Some reports have estimated the death 
toll from Friday's attacks could be as high 
as 150. 

Tens of thousands of people have been 
killed in three years of inter-ethnic blood- 
letting between the Hutus, who make up 85 
per cent of Burundi’s 5.5 million people, 
and the minority Tutsis. 

Meanwhile, Maj. Buyoya left Bujumbura 
Tuesday to confer with President Yowen 
Museveni in Uganda and then go on to a 
Wednesday summit of regional leaders m 
the northern Tanzanian town of Arusha, 
state radio reported. . 

The radio said he would explain the rea- 
sons behind his bloodless coup last Thurs- 
day and seek the regional leaders support, 
but his welcome was uncertain. 

The regional leaders and the Organisation 
of African Unity (OAU) did not invite tom 
to the summit, and they - along with die 
rest of the world — still recognise ousted 
President Sylvestre Ntibantunganya as head 

Mr. Ntibantunganya, a Huai, was stiff 
holed up Tuesday in the residence of the 

U.S. ambassador in Bujumbura. 

He sought refuge there last week — 
days before the coup — after enraged Tukis 
threw stones at him during a ^nerai tor 
some 330 victims of a massacre by Hutu 

guerrillas. _ __*. 

“ The guerrillas have been fighting ftoops 
of the Tutsi-dominated army since October 
1993. when Tutsi soldiers assassmat^ 
Melchior Ndadaye, Burundi s first Huru 

P 5taT , if the victims in what has now 
become a civil war are villagers, with both 
sides committing massacres. 

The Hutus make up 85 : per , cent o 
Burundi’s population of 5 J nuihon^ bu 
they are mostly peasant f^^. whereas 
the Tutsis, who make up only 14 
the population, control the power 

“Efaj. Buyoya, a Tutsi, said Monday that 


he would announce a transitional govern- 
ment of national unity on Tuesday or 
Wednesday, but observers said that could be 
delayed by his attendance at the one-day 
summit. 

The OAU and most of the governments in 
the region condemned the coup with vigour, 
but condemnation in Western capitals and 
at the United Nations was muted, in large 
part because of Mr. Buyoya’s track record 
in restoring democracy to Burundi. 

An army officer, he seized power in 1987. 
but called elections in 1993 which he con- 
tested but lost to Mr. Ndadaye. 

Mr. Museveni is considered the "godfa- 
ther" of the Tutsis in Rwanda who won that 
neighbouring country’s three-month civil 
war in 1994 after Hutu extremists had 
slaughted more than 500,000 men, women 
and children. 

Many of the Rwandan Tutsis, living in 
exile in Uganda after earlier ethnic clashes, 
had served as guerrillas with Museveni and 
in his army after he seized power in Uganda 
in 1986. 

The ethnic mix in Rwanda and Burundi is 
virtually identical. 

Mr. Museveni nevertheless condemned 
Maj. Buyoya’s coup strongly, and joined 
Tanzanian President Benjamin Mkapa in 
calling for Wednesday’s regional summit. 

A regional summit in Arusha on June 25 
decided to send a peacekeeping force to 
Burundi, requested by Mr. Ntibantunganya 
and his Tiitsi prime minister. Antoine 
Nduwayo, who acknowledged that they 
could not contain the violence. 

But they were denounced as traitors on 
their return to Bujumbura, and extremists 
warned that the arrival of foreign soldiers 
would spark full-scale civil war. 

Maj. Buyoya said his government would 
be composed essentially of civilians from 
both tribes, but all Hutu politicians have 
rejected his overtures and called for his 
overthrow. 

A number of ousted ministers are in hid- 
ing in the French, Belgian, German and 
other embassies. 

Jean Minani, president of the Hutu-domi- 
nated Front for Democracy in Burundi. Mr. 
Ntibantunganya’s party, said he was pre- 
pared to fight the new regime “with all 
means.” He was on his way to Arusha 
Tuesday for talks with the leaders attending 
the summit from Rwanda, Tanzania, 
Kenya, Uganda, Zaire, ■ Ethiopia and the 
OAU. 

In a separate developement the U.S, 
embassy Burundi’s new leader Pierre Bu- 
yoya met with ousted President Sylvestre 
Ntibantunganya Sunday, four days after a 
military-backed coup, the U.S. embassy 
said Tuesday. 

The meeting was organised by the U.S. 
ambassador. Morris Hughes, but details of 
the discussions have not been made public. 

The embassy source said he did not know 
whether Mr. Ntibantunganya would go to 
the summit of regional leaders in Arusha to 
discuss the Burundi crisis. 


volunteers 
on alert in 
flood-hit 
N. Korea 

BEIJING (R) — Hundreds 
of thousands of volunteers 
in flood-hit North Korea 
were on alert Tuesday after 
weathermen predicted 
more torrential rains would 
soon hit the hungry hermit 
nation, aid workers in 
Pyongyang said. 

Floods caused by “unpre- 
cedented" rain had this 
month killed many people 
in North Korea, causing 
serious damage to a nation 
still reeling from devastat- 
ing floods last year, official 
media in the isolated Com- 
munist state reported Mon- 
day... . 

‘The. weather forecast is' 
bad: Two to three days of 
heavy rain,” said Geoff 
Dennis, representative to 
North Korea of the Inter- 
national Federation of the 
Red Cross and Red Cres- 
cent Societies (IFRC). 

“The forecast is for the 
rain to start this afternoon 
...It's being taken very seri- 
ously,” Mr. Dennis said by 
telephone from Pyong- 
yang. 

The 300,000 volunteers 
of the North Korean Red 
Cross had been put on alert 
to prepare for possible eva- 
cuation and rescue work 
among the country's hun- 
gry populace, and to help 
provide early warning of 
possible flooding, he said. 

The alert came after 
Pyongyang meteorologists 
advised the nation on state 
television to prepare for 
major flooding. 

In an unusually full re- 
port Monday, the official 
Korean Central News 
Agency (KCNA) said rains 
in some areas this month 
had caused even more da- 
mage than flooding last 
year that sent the reclusive 
nation of 22 million sliding 
toward famine. 

KCNA portrayed a coun- 
try in crisis, with road and 
rail bridges washed away, 
homes destroyed, crops 
ruined, power lines down 
and factories silenced. It 
said loss of life had been 
heavy but gave no details. 

Dennis said he was un- 
able to confirm the KCNA 
report. 

“Through the Red Cross, 
we haven't heard of any- 
body ItiUed. The damage 
from flooding is not sub- 
stantial at the moment," he 
said, but added the danger 
from new rains was con- 
siderable. 

While officials had re- 
paired many of the more 
than 100 dams destroyed 
by floods last year, much 
of the irrigation system 
remained in poor shape, he 
said. 

Last year’s floods, the 
worst for a century, wiped 
out much of the harvest, 
pushing hundreds of thou- 
sands of people to the 
brink of starvation. 

Without ditches and 
resevoirs to contain flood- 
warers, the threat to this 
year’s crops remained 
acute, Mr. Dermis said. 


Jordan limes, Wednesday, July 31, 1996 


Chechens, Russians trade 
accusations after attack 


GROZNY, Russia (R) — 
Chechen separatists and 
Russian officials traded 
charges Tuesday over who 
was to blame for an assassi- 
nation attempt on rebel 
chief-of-staff and top mili- 
tary negotiator Aslan Mas- 
khadov. 

“For the Chechen side it is 
absolutely obvious that the 
(Russian) Federal Security 
Service (FSB) was directly 
involved in the attack on 
Maskhadov," chief rebel 
spokesman, Movladi Udu- 
gov, told Reuters by tele- 
phone. 

But ITAR-TASS news 
agency quoted Russia’s mil- 
itary commander in the 
region and a spokesman for 
the state commission on 
Chechenya as denying that 
Russia bad anything to do 
with the attack, which took 
place Monday when gun- 
men opened fire on Mr. 
Maskhadov’s car. 

The silver-haired rebel, 
one of the few separatist 
fighters regarded by Mos- 
cow as an acceptable nego- 
tiating partner, was not hurt 
in the attack. But one of his 
bodyguards was wounded 
in the firelight which fol- 
lowed. 

The Russian spokesman, 
Sergei Slipchenko, said the 
attack was carried out by 
fighters of radical field 
commander Salman Radu- 
yev, who oppose any peace 
talks with Moscow. 

Mr. Udugov said the body 
of one attacker, found later 
in nearby woods, was that 
of a Chechen man known to 
tire rebels as an “active col- 
laborator with the FSB." 

He dismissed reports bla- 
min g the “irreconciliable" 
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Russian military medical staff inspect the body of a 19-year-old soldier from Russia's 
Interior Ministry troops in Grozny. The soldier was killed near a checkpoint in cen- 
tral Grozny Monday (Reuter photo) 


part of the separatist forces 
for the attack. 

A ceasefire agreed in May 
between Russian President 
Boris Yeltsin and Chechen 
rebel leader Zelimkhan 
Yandarbiyev has collapsed 
and there have been heavy 
casualties in recent weeks. 

More than 30,000 people, 
mostly civilians, have been 
killed since Mr. Yeltsin sent 
in troops in December 1994 
to crush die Caucasus re- 
gion’s bid for indepen- 
dence. 

International mediator 
Tim Guldimann has been 
working to restart peace 
talks. 

Mr. Guldimann, head of 
the Chechenya mission of 


the Organisation for Secu- 
rity and Cooperation in 
Europe, has been trying to 
arrange a meeting between 
Maskhadov and Russian 
General Anatoly Kvashnin, 
commander of the North 
Caucasus Military District. 

But the talks have proved 
hard to organise, with Rus- 
sian forces pinning down 
rebels in southern mountain 
areas and each side deeply 
suspicious of the other. 

Mr. Guldimann said Tues- 
day he had heard about the 
attack on Mr. Maskhadov 
but could not say if it might 
affect plans for a meeting. 

Interfax News Agency 
said Russia's State Com- 
mission on Chechenya 


would meei Tuesday to re- 
view the situation and two 
of its members would fly to 
the region after the meeting. 

Russia's military said two 
servicemen were killed in 
the last 24 hours when their 
armoured car hit a mine 
near the southern Chechen 
village of Borzoi. 

Mr. Udugov said Russian 
aviation had bombed vil- 
lages in the southern Shaioi 
region. 

He said 15 civilians had 
been killed and fighting was 
still going on between sepa- 
ratists and Russian forces 
near the southwestern set- 
tlement of Bumut which 
houses a former Soviet mis- 
sile base. 


Jakarta tense on rumours of unrest , but peaceful 


JAKARTA (R) — A jittery 
Jakarta was hit by rumours 
about new disturbances 
Tuesday, spreading panic 
and forcing some shops and 
businesses to close early, 
but the city was calm, wit- 
nesses said. 

Troops and police were 
out in force in the Kota area 
of north Jakarta after ru- 
mours that supporters of the 
ousted leader of the Indo- 
nesian Democratic Party 
(PDI), Megawati Sukarno- 
putri, would stage protests. 

Police ordered onlookers 
to disperse as soldiers ar- 
med with assault rifles 
stood by, witnesses said. 
Many shops in the area 
closed their shutters early, 
but traffic remained busy. 

Police said the city was 
calm and there were no 
protests or riots reported 
anywhere. 

“We heard there are pro- 
tests here, but I don't see 
anything,” said a local resi- 
dent in Kota. 

Rumours in the afternoon 
of a planned protest or fresh 
disturbances created panic 
after Saturday's riots, which 


residents said was the worst 
violence seen in Jakarta for 
over two decades. 

Similar rumours had also 
swept through the city 
Monday, but were unfound- 
ed. 

Jakarta shares dropped 
sharply Tuesday afternoon 
on the rumours, brokets 
said. The composite index 
was down over 1_5 per cent 
to 331.27 points by mid- 
afternoon as nervous inves- 
tors unloaded stocks, bro- 
kers said. It later recovered 
marginally to close at 
533.48 points, down 1.34 
per cent 

Saturday’s flare-up began 
after police stormed and 
took over the PDI head- 
quarters from activists loyal 
to Ms. Megawati, daughter 
of Indonesia's late founding 
President Sukarno. 

Ms. Megawati was ousted 
as PDI leader by govern- 
ment-backed rebels in June. 
Her supporters had barri- 
caded themselves within the 
party headquarters for over 
a month before they were 
evicted, having refused to 
give it up to the rival fac- 


tion. 

An angry crowd ram- 
paged through a district 
near the party headquarters 
after the police action, set- 
ting scores of vehicles and 
at least 10 buildings on fire. 

A security guard at a bank 
which was burned Saturday, 
said one charred body was 
found in the building Tues- 
day, raising the number of 
known deaths in the riots to 
four. 

The army has previously 
said three people died and 
54 were injured during the 
police raid on the PDI and 
subsequent rioting. 

But some said the toll 
could be higher. Munir, a 
spokesman for the Legal 
Aid Institute, told Reuters 
that 78 people were report- 
ed missing after the raid on 
the PDI headquarters and he 
believed four people were 
killed. 

"The latest information 
we have is that four people 
were killed in the headquar- 
ters alone, but we are still 
updating our figure," he 
said. 

Meanwhile, Australia and 


the United States expressed 
their concern at events in 
Indonesia.' 

“We're seriously dis- 
turbed by the use of vio- 
lence to end what had been 
a peaceful assembly," U.S. 
State Department spokes- 
man Nicholas Bums said. 

In Canberra, Australian 
Foreign Minister Alexander 
Downer told reporters Mon- 
day: "We are obviously 
concerned to see the degree 
of unrest that has taken 
place there and we hope that 
the situation will settle 
down very quickly." 

Both Downer and U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher were in Jakarta 
last week along with for- 
eign ministers from IS 
other nations and the 
European Union for the 
ASEAN (Association of 
South East Asian Nations) 
regional forum meeting. 

Political analysts have 
said the raid on the PDI 
headquarters, which took 
place two days after the 
meeting ended had been 
carefully timed. 


‘LBJ bugged Nixon and even White House bed’ 


NEW YORK (R) — U.S. 
President Lyndon Johnson 
was so obsessed with se- 
cretly taping people that 
he even bugged the White 
House bed although he 
insisted that President 
John F. Kennedy started 
the practice, according to 
no less a taping expert than 
Richard Nixon. 

In a new book released 
Monday, Nixon Off The 
Record, an account of the 
former president’s private 
conversations written by 
aide Monica Crowley, 
Nixon is quoted as saying 
LBJ also secretly bugged 
Nixon’s campaign plane in - 
the 1968 election along 
with the plane of his nuj,— 
ning mate Spiro Agnew. 

Nixon, whose own presi- 
dency came apart in the 
Watergate scandal amid 
revelations he secretly 
tape recorded bis Oval 
Office conversations, told 
Ms. Crowley that LBJ 
“used the kind of tactjfcs 
they always criticised me 
for using to sandbag my 
1968 campaign. Johnson , 
had Agnew's plane bugged 
(and FBI chief JrEdgar) 
Hoover told me later that 
Johnson had my campaign 
plane bugged as well. 

Asked if he knew that at 


the time, Nixon told Ms. 
Crowley, “no, of course 
not But I should have 
guessed. Johnson was so 
obsessed with that record- 
ing crap.” 

He said he would never 
forget the day he visited 
LBJ at the White House 
after winnning the 1968 
election. He was taken into 
the president’s bedroom to 
be shown “the recording 
devices that Kennedy had 
installed under the beds.” 

“Johnson got down on 
the floor, lifted the bed- 
spreads and waved his 
hand under the bed. 
• ‘Dick,’ he said, ‘they are 
voice activated.’” Nixon 
called it an unbelievable 
scene and added that 
Johnson “was the one who 
told me to save every scrap 
of paper I so much as drib- 
bled on as president” 

“Johnson was obsessed 
with recording everything. 
He had every room taped. 
We know what my prob- 
lems were with that crap, 
but Kennedy was the one 
tQ .put it in and Johnson 
worshipped it” Nixon 

said. 

A portion of the book 
was . published last week 
by New Yorker magazine, 
centering on NLxon's rela- 


tionship with President 
Bill Clinton. Nixon called 
Mr. Clinton "a selfish 
spoiled brat” for avoiding 
service in the Vietnam 
War. 

But he praised Mr. 
Clinton for seeking his 
advice when he became 
president and for inviting 
him back to the White 
House for the first time 
since he resigned the 
office in 1974. 

Nixon, who died in 
1994, had high hopes Bob 
Dole would win the 
Republican presidential 
nomination and then the 
White House because he 
saw Sen. Dole as the type 
of Republican he was — 
“a smart, savvy, responsi- 
ble moderate,” according 
to Ms. Crowley. 

In a nine-page memo he 
sent Sen. Dole in 1993, he 
advised the Kansan to pick 
“a heavyweight” as his 
running mate such as for- 
mer South Carolina Gov. 
Carroll Campbell, Wiscon- 
sin Gov. Tommy Thomp- 
son and former Tenessee 
Gov. Lamar Alexander. 

He also said Sen. Dole 
should maintain a good 
relationship with the 
party’s religious right but 
not allow them to dictate 


his policies. He said Sen. 
Dole should be conserva- 
tive on economic issues 
but compassionate on wel- 
fare and health care. 

Nixon also had little 
respect for Ross Perot, 
saying he thoug r the 
Texas billionaire “» >esn’t 
keep his word ami he does- 
n’t say what he mea :s. ... 
Perot is just a dema- 
gogue" 

Nixon also did not like 
Kennedy as president, say- 
ing. “his conduct of ^ast- 
West relations w. . d:-as- 
trous. He was right to -end 
the first comba: p*. to 

Viernam, but the _ idealist 
approach (Secretary of 
Defence Robert) McNa- 
mara advised was horren- 
dous. All he did was make 
a mess of things." 

He also said, “the .v*n- 
nedys were not admirable 
people. They simply we: 
not nice. ... Bobby was the 
worst.” 

Ms. Crowley served as 
Nixon's foreign policy 
aide for the last four years 
of his life. She secretly 
made notes of their con- 
versations as soon as they 
were completed, but did 
not tape them. 
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Futile debate? 


THE DEBATE tbe Lower House of Parliament 
will hold Sunday on the impending government 
decision to raise bread prices is not expected to 
have any impact in terms of producing a reversal 
of the decision from which the government has 
said there will be no going back. Nor will the 
debate lead to the discovery of new ideas about 
dealing with this sensitive issue which has been 
discussed thoroughly by the government, the 
opposition, the press and other organisations and 
institutions concerned with the matter. The immi- 
nent announcement this week of the regulations 
through which the government will compensate 
the people for the price hike should put an end to 
the debate on the matter and any delay in intro- 
ducing the hike will only harm the people and the 
country. 

There have been many reports about merchants 
hoarding flour in hope of achieving more profits 
once the price is raised and citizens are starting to 
feel the shortage in the market of this basic com- 
modity. The government is thus obliged to move 
fast on introducing the new measures in protec- 
tion of the citizens who will have to deal with 
enough trouble coping with the new price and do 
not need the extra headache of not finding bread 
on the market 

What should be the focus of the deputies’ debate 
is not the decision to raise bread prices but the 
mechanism through which people will be com- 
pensated for tbe hike. What the deputies need to 
ensure is full government commitment to provid- 
ing this compensation to the people through com- 
fortable, dignified and institutionalised means. 

, What they should try to extract from the govem- 
■ -ment is a pledge that the compensation to the 
bread prices will not be deducted from the annn- 
■al salary raises that public sector employees 
should receive by the be ginning of next year to 
help them cope with inflation and the increasing 
cost of living. 

But that is only one side of the problem. The 
other side is other measures that the government 
should take in order to curtail unnecessary public 
spending and fight corruption to protect the tax 
payers’ money. The deputies need to do that 
through proposing well-thought-out mechanisms 
and pragmatic discussions and not through 
rhetorical speeches which the government has 
learned to listen to and then ignore. It is obvious 
that lawmakers did not do their homework when 
they passed the 1996 budget which allocated $38 
for subsidies when on the day the budget was 
passed the government would have needed $70 
million to come true on its pledge. From the day 
the budget was passed, it was clear that the 
amount of money allocated for subsidies would 
not cover half the cost Tbe deputies spent about 
three days debating the budget and none of them 
was able to point this loophole in it. 

Lawmakers should not repeat the same mistake 
when they hold their session Sunday. If they want 
to protect the citizens and live up to their duty of 
overseeing the work of the executive, they should 
do their homework- and make the extra effort of 
looking for real solutions to the many problems 
with which the country is grappling. Nobody 
needs long fiery speeches that have little content. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER for A1 Ra’i urged Arabs and Muslims every- 
where to rally to support the Palestinian people's steadfast- 
ness and their struggle to pro Lea the Arab identity of 
Jerusalem. Sultan A1 Hattab said the Arab inhabitants of die 
holy city are continually facing pressure and repression and 
the Israeli authorities continue to confiscate their identity 
cards either to force them to seek Israeli nationality or to 
drive them out of the city. The Israelis are of course imple- 
menting a plot to Judaise the city and prevent the restora- 
tion of any of its parts to Arab sovereignty under any future 
agreements with the Palestinians, continued the writer. He 
said that one continually hears pledges about assistance to 
the Palestinians and words of support for the inhabitants of 
Palestine, but no meaningful assistance is forthcoming from 
the Arab and the Islamic countries. We are facing a dan- 
gerous development in the Palestinian land and we witness 
Arab Jerusalem's demise but we are impotent because we 
chose to be so and opted for refraining from any meaning- 
ful help to the Palestinians; above all we are failing in ral- 
lying the world community's support behind our legitimate 
cause, added the writer. 


A WRITER for A1 Dust our Tuesday drew attention to 
Israel's' violation of the Jordan-Israel peace treaty of 1994, 
by failing to supply the SO million cubic metres of water as 
stipulated under that treaty. Jordan suffers from very limit- 
ed water resources, which becomes chronic during the 
summer season when people tend to consume more water, 
said Mohammad Kawash. Despite the rationalisation of 
water consumption and the Ministry of Water's distribution 
programme, many parts of the country face water shortages 
for days on end, he said. Israel has clearly failed to keep its 
end of the bargain and failed to supply water in implemen- 
tation of the treaty’s provisions while, at the same time, the 
Israelis continue to steal the water of southern Lebanon, the 
Syrian Golan Heights and the West Bank of Palestine, con- 
tinued the writer. 


The negative campaign 





■MR 


in the U.S. has only just begun F i am | n 


BOTH THE Clinton and 
Dole campaigns were rac- 
ing to raise their political 
standings by tbe opening of 
tbe Olympic Games in 
Atlanta in mid-July. 
Ordinarily, the Olympics 
are expected to dominate 
tbe U.S. media for at least 
three weeks and create a 
virtual news blackout for 
politicians trying to get 
their messages out to vot- 
ers. In fact, during tbe past 
week, only coverage of the 
tragic explosion of TWA 
i Flight SOO was able to com- 
pete with news from the 
Olympics. 

As a result, both parties - 
are assuming that their can- 
didate's standings will 
remain frozen until the end 
of the games and the begin- 
ning of the Republican 
national convention on 
Aug. 12. This, of course, 
poses a serious potential 
problem for Republican 
challenger Bob Dole. If, in 
fact, Mr. Dole remains 
down 15 percentage points 
behind Bill Clinton (as 
many polls continue to 
show), be will be at a seri- 
ous disadvantage in 
September. 

Another difficulty facing 
tbe Republican chal- 
lenger’s effort to catch up 
in the polls is tbe interfer- 
ence be can expect from the 
newly-formed Reform 
Party. 

With the Republican 
Convention coming two 
weeks before Clinton's 
Democratic event (the 
Republican Convention is 
between Aug. 12 and 15 in 
San Diego; the Democratic 
Convention between Aug. 
26 and 29 in Chicago), the 
Republic^ had expected 
that theifc''nominee would 
get a boost in the polls dur- 
ing the week following 
their affair. Such a boost 
normally occurs, since the 
convention allows the party 
to dominate news coverage 
and present its candidate 
and message in an unfil- 
tered light 

Tbe Reform Party, how- 
ever, has sabotaged this 
Republican strategy by 
deveriy designing their 
no minatin g convention as a 
two-part affair. The Reform 
Party will open its own 
convention the day before 
the Republican event with 
nominating speeches by its 
two competing candidates, 
party founder Ross Perot 
and his rival former 
Colorado Governor Dick 
Lamm. The Reform Party 
members will vote by mail 


or electronically during the 
following week and their 
convention will reconvene 
to announce their candidate 
after the Republican Patty 
convention concludes. 

Since the Reform Party 
bas the only contested cam- 
paign. it is expected to 
draw press coverage, there- 
by effectively limiting the 
size of tbe media spotlight 
on the Republican event. 

All this pressure has con- 
tributed to intensifying the 
campaign atmosphere dur- 
ing last month, with 
Republicans working 
feverishly to cut Clinton’s 
lead and the White House 
fighting to hold their 
ground until August 

During tbe past month, 
BUI Clinton has taken more 
hits than any political can- 
didate in recent history. 
One will recall how Mr. 
Clinton survived a series of 
negative stories to win the 
Democratic primaries in 
1992. As president, he once 
again suffered a series of 
attacks and negative press 
resulting from bis own mis- 
cues in 1993. But last 
month has been more diffi- 
cult than either of those two 
prior periods. 

In rapid succession, the 
White- House has been hit 
by: a scathing Republican 
attack at the conclusion of 
the Senate Whitewarer 
investigation; the conclu- 
sion of one Whitewater 
trial (in which several close 
business partners of the 
Clintons were convicted) 
and the start of another trial 
(in which one of the presi- 
dent’s closest assodates 
has been implicated); a 
scandal resulting from the 
illegal*' possession -of the 
personal FBI files of for- 
mer Reagan and Bush 
administration officials in 
the hands of a White House 
political operative; and the 
‘release of three best-selling 
books, all of which con- 
tained unfavourable stories 
about either the president 
or the first lady. 

All those combined have 
produced a month of 
extremely bad press for the 
White House. Surprisingly, 
the impact has yet to be 
found out in the polls. 
There is some slippage in 
the president's momentum, 
but the hits have not begun 
to look at all fatal. 

While these negative sto- 
ries, some of which have 
been deliberately engi- 
neered by the Republicans, 
have not erased Bill 
Clinton’s lead over Bob 


Dole, they have contributed 
to an erosion of public con- 
fidence in the character of 
tbe president. There has 
been, as Mr. Dole himself 
described the situation, a 
“drip, drip, drip” effect of 
i constant attacking and ero- 
sion of the public percep- 
tion of Mr. Clinton. 

What has worked in tbe 
president's favour is the 
fact that the nation's econo- 
my is performing well and 
the public appears to be sat- 
isfied. At the same time, all 
of the allegations made by 
the press are viewed as 
largely partisan attacks 
lacking the proof necessary 
to directly connect the pres- 
ident to any wrongdoing. 


wing has been the decision 
by Colin Powell, the very 
popular retired general who 
recently became a 
Republican, to refuse any 
formal role in the 
Republican campaign this 
year. As is clear from Ml 
D ole's repeated efforts to 
court him, this is a loss for 
tbe Republican campaign. 

And in two instances this 
month the media caught a 
glimpse of the old “angry” 
Bob Dole as he snapped at 
a popular television news- 
woman who pressed about 
his position on whether or 
not tobacco is addictive 
(Mr. Dole said it was not), 
and his charge that the 
leader of tbe National 


“Voting for Bob Dole will bring a 
Republican to the White House 
who will further this dramatic 
shift in the nation 9 s direction. On 
the other hand, Bill Clinton has 
made the point that under his 
leadership the economy has sig- 
nificantly improved and what are 
now basic social services have 
been protected." 


The past month has not 
been an altogether good 
one for Mr. Dole, either. 
The Republican candidate 
has encountered some diffi- 
culties as be has endeav- 
oured' AT ’break free from 
the shackles of the right 
wing of his party. Since 
right wing activists have 
come to dominate the nom- 
inating process in the 
Republican Party, Mr. Dole 
adopted many of their posi- 
tions during the primary 
season. Now, in an effort to 
make himself more accept- 
able to centrist voters, Mr. 
Dole has attempted to shift 
his stance on a number of 
issues, which has caused 
him some embarrassment 
and negative press cover- 
age. 

His effort to include “pro- 
choice" Republicans has 
angered his pro-life/ami- 
abortion supporters and his 
recent flip-flop on gun con- 
trol also backfired. 

One by-product of the 
domination of the far right 


Association for the 
Advancement of Coloured 
People (NAACP, the 
largest African American 
organisation in the U.S.) 
bad'tried to “set him op” 
and '■embarrass him when 
Mr. Dole did not accept the 
NAACP’s invitation to 
address their national con- 
vention. 

In short, neither candi- 
date has fared particularly 
well this summer, and the 
heat of the campaign bas 
just begun. 

A contributing factor to 
the public’s negative per- 
ception of the candidates 
has been tbe increasingly 
mean-spirited comments of 
television comics and the 
hostile remarks of televi- 
sion news commentators. 
During the past decade, 
television in particular has 
been breaking new ground 
in attacks on political lead- 
ers. 

Now, almost nightly, tbe 
airwaves are filled with 
what can only be described 


as tasteless jokes about the 
president, the first lady and 
Senator Dole. A recent 
study showed that 40 per 
cent of all Americans are 
receiving their primary 
information about politics 
from watching these pro- 
grammes, and so there 
should be little surprise that 
public attitudes about poli- 
tics are so low. 

Nevertheless, despite the 
attacks, the negative press 
and the muddying of the 
political waters, this year's 
campaign will be an impor- 
tant and fascinating one to 
watch. In many ways, this 
election will be one of the 
most important elections of 
the century. And it will ulti- 
mately’ be decided on 
issues, not personalities. 

Because of the 
Republican takeover of the 
House and Senate in 1994 
and the efforts by the 
Republican leadership to 
fundamentally change the 
direction of government 
and its relationship with the 
citizens, voters are becom- 
ing aware of the clear 
nature of the choice that 
lies before them in this 
election. 

Voting for Bob Dole will 
bring a Republican to the 
White House who will fur- 
ther this dramatic shift in 
tbe nation's direction. On 
the other hand, Bill Clinton 
has made the point that 
under his leadership the 
economy has significantly 
improved and what are now 
basic social services have 
been protected As a result 
of these fundamental choic- 
es. several voting blocs 
have emerged to harden 
their stances behind their 
parties and their candi- 
dates. 

This is one explanation 
for why despite strong neg- 
ative ratings on questions 
of character and confi- 
dence, Bill Clinton still 
maintains a lead over Mr. 
Dole. Voters are not choos- , 
ing a patron saint, they are 
choosing a direction for the 
country. . 

In all probability, tbe neg- 
ative campaigning will not 
only continue but will 
intensify in the fall. It will 
shake voter confidence in 
their leaders and poison the 
public debate — but it will 
not ultimately affect how 
most voters will make their 
choice in November. 


The exchange rate trick 


By Dr. Yusuf Mansur 


RUMOURS OF devaluat- 
ing the dinar have been ram- 
pant lately, with no real or 
justifiable reason. From an 
economic perspective, Jor- 
dan's economy has been 
doing better than it had for a 
very long time, especially as 
economic reform is moving 
on schedule and implemen- 
tation is moving along 
smoothly. 

Nevertheless, some par- 
ties are making a killing by 
tricking people into exc- 
hanging their dinars into 
dollars for fear of the former 
being devalued. In other 
words, some people are 
gambling on the fear of peo- 
ple and encouraging such a 
fear by spreading rumours 
about Jordan and the dinar. 
Such an art is neither new to 
the practitioners of deceit, 
nor is it illegal; it is, howev- 
er, extremely unethical. 

Recently, a Jordan’s 
donor’s meeting was held in 
Paris, and according to the 
donor countries’ report 
Jordan is doing great: “The 
country's performance 
reflects substantial reduc- 
tion in the fiscal deficit and 
prudent monetary and credit 
policies. Jordan is one of the 
leaders of the region in 
transforming its economy," 
said World Bank Vice 


President Kemal Dervis. 

“It is cutting down trade 
barriers, eliminating super- 
fluous licences and regula- 
tions and enhancing tbe 
competitive strength of 
Jordanian producers. The 
focus now shifts to medium- 


term investment to step up 
growth and meet tbe chal- 
lenges of employment cre- 
ation and rapid increase in 
tbe standard of living for all 
Jordanians.’’ Such was the 
view of the industrial lead- 
ers of the world about an 
economy that has managed 
in two years to reduce its 
debt burden by 25 per cent, 
reduce unemployment by 
over 5 per cent, and main- 
tain a 6.5 per cent growth 
rate while keeping inflation 
below 4 per cent. What an 
outstanding performance! 

And wbat about currency? 
Let tbe figures answer: the 
Central Bank’s liquid 
reserves have increased by 
$200 million; and the donor 
group has pledged a billion 
dollars worth of fends, $600 
million of which will be 
released this year, to support 
Jordan’s reform programme 
and projects. Yes, both the 
present and the future are 
exceptional, especially if 
the Netanyahu government 

shows greater flexibility 
and tolerance than most had 
originally feared. If that is 


the case, Jordan's regional 
economic environment will 
also be positive. 

So why are the seers of 
doom spreading rumours of 
gloom and misery when, in 
reality, bounty is just around 
the corner for all? 

The answer must be that 
these shamans have their 
own ax to grind; and placing 
panic and discord in tbe 
hearts and minds of some, 
will definitely benefit the 
rumourmongers. There is a 
similarity between what is 
going on right now and the 
drama of a story about the 
famous Baron Rothchild, 
the wealthiest person in his 
time, who, upon watching 
the outcome of tbe Battle of 
Waterloo and the clear 
defeat of Napoleon, hurried- 
ly sent his son across the 
channel to London and had 
him spread rumours that 
England had lost the war. 
The son immediately sold 
large blocks of his father’s 
almost mythical stock port- 
folio; thus, be whs causing 
the spread of fear and giving 
credibility to the false story 
among London's investors 
who were unable to discern 
yet the validity of the news. 
People dumped their stocks 
while Rothchild's agents 
were secretly buying stocks 
at a fraction of their true 
worth. Baron Rothchild's 


fortune increased fivefoids 
in two days as a result of 
this rumour. Could some 
people attempt the same in 
Jordan but with the foreign 
exchange market? 

Imagine that a banker is 
approached by someone, 
lets say a client, asking 
about the strength of the 
dinar and the banker 
responds by saying that 
these rumours are baseless; 
however, his advice to the 
client is to be careful and do 
the right thing. In effect, the 
banker confirms the cus- 
tomer’s fears and starts him 
thinking of conspiracies to 
devaluate the dinar and the 
necessity to shift funds from 
dinar to dollar accounts. 

But why would the banker 
do that? Because he would 
pay the client under 5 per 
cent in interest on the dollar 
deposits and lend tbe same 
money as dinars at 15 per 
cent and. of course, he 
would pocket the differ- 
ence, which is a cool 10 per 
cent, and become extremely 
wealthy in the process. If 
this charge is proven, the 
banker should go to jail for 
blatantly harming the pri- 
vate interests of Jordanians 
and the interest of the public 
at large. And yes, some 
banks are the source of the 
rumour, they are the ones 
that have gained from it so 


far. Let’s not let them gain 
some more. 

A few days ago, I suggest- 
ed a tax on exchange rate 
transactions, which I 
believe, in the light of these 
self-serving rumours, is a 
timely device to penalise the 
short-term speculators — 
basically, those bankers 
who keep shifting funds 
between dinar and dollar 
accounts to capture the 
depositors’ 10 per cent dif- 
ferential. The tax may be 
equal to one tenth of a per- 
centage point of the size of 
the transaction: an insignifi- 
cant amount to the non- 
speculator, yet a princely 
sum to the everyday player 
— a 0. 1 per cent tax would 
be 36.5 per cent per year for 
those who conduct daily 
exchange transactions. 

Jordan and its currency 
have never been stronger, 
and the economy will even 
flourish further with the bil- 
lion dollar influx which will 
have to be transferred to 
dinars when spent in Jordan, 
thus automatically boosting 
the demand for the dint? 
pd simultaneously increas- 
ing the supply of the dollar. 
As the economy picks up 
steam, the real value of the 
dinar, relative to other cur- 
rencies. should grow and 
those with II rile faith will 
lose plenty. 


games 


By Ali Kassay 


Centuries ago. the eldest 
and wisest among the 
Greeks noticed that they 
did not get on aL all weil 
with their neighbours, so 
they trained their youth in 
the an of doing these 
neighbours a spot of no 
good, by hurling at them 
spears, lumps of lead and 
other assorted projectiles, 
accompanied by abuse; 
hence the tradition of 
shouting as one puts the 
shot or throws tbe discus. 
Young Greeks soon 
realised that neighbours 
seldom rook kindly to such 
behaviour, and that, occa- 
sionally, things would 
grow a bit sticky, so they 
paid equal attention to 
developing tbe knack of 
running very fast, over an 
otherwise absurdly long 
distance. 

Today, and in callous dis- 
regard of the good advice 
to beware of Greeks and 
their gifts, people made a 
multi-million dollar specta- 
tor industry out of this 
decrepit tradition. Then, to 
make things worse, Jordan 
Television decided, in its 
infinite wisdom, that we 
should not be deprived of 
the fine spectacle where 
young men and women 
from all parts of the world 
strain their thews and 
sinews in the objective of 
securing an advertising 
sponsorship and, should 
one not have it already, a 
residence permit in the 
United States.^ . 

The prospect of spending 
one’s July evenings watching 
other people playing games is 
grim enough: but it becomes 
infinitely less bearable when 
one realises that budgetary 
constraints reduce the bill of 
fare offered by JTV to those 
sports which no one is inter- 
ested in watching at all such 
the assortment of men from 
the Balkans who attempt to 
heave a large lump of iron 
upwards only to let it fall 
down again. One wonders 
why they bother in the first 
place, unless one accepts the 
theory of a coiisin of mine, 
that it all started on the day 
when these champions, still in 
their infancy, presented their 
first school report to their 
father, whereupon the parent 
looked with an austere eye at 
the certificate and said, with 
as much compassion as he 
could muster “Lift weights, 
ray son. Lift weights !” 

Those among us who cannot 
speak Arabic should utter a 
prayer of thagks fpr this bless- 
ing in disguise, which spares 
them the unadulterated banali- 
ties of JTV's sports commen- 
tators. These worthy gentle- 
men gather every evening 
under thebelief that they cater 
for an audience composed 
entirely of die blind, since 
they insist on telling us things 
that we can see already. They 
first attempt to wallow away 
the hours by feigning excite- 
mem as they enjoin us to ® 
remark that Igor 
Whowantstoknov has lifted 
the weights, and then, five 
seconds later, directing our 
attention to the fan this good 
athlete has dropped the 
weights, which would then be 
negotiated by Athlete 
Suleiman Bnringian. 

Eventually, they themselves 
grow bored with their mono- 
logues. though they take infi- 
nitely longer about it than the 
rest of us, so they switch to 
“Conversation 2" in their 
repertoire, in which they 
assure us solemnly that weight 
lifting does not stunt the 
growth of its practitioner. 

Even if one were to credit 
diis claim, and overlook, 
w hile one is at it all the other 
deformities that can develop 
tram this pursuit I am felly 
convinced that long exposure 
to the sports commentary of j 
J ordan television, can serious- ' 
ly stifle the intellectual growth 
of children. Perhaps, until tbe 
end of the Olympics. JTV pro- 
gnunmes should cany a health 
warning. 
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High Third World birth rates dominate world population picture 
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THE POPULATION of the 
world’s developing coun- 
tries — 80 per cent of the 
global total — continues to 
increase at record levels 
The potential effect of 
developing countries' birth 
rates can be quite d ramat ic 
If, for example, their birth 
rates remained constant at 
the present level, purely 
mathematical projections 
would put world population 
at more than 100 billion at 
the end of the next century 
and at some 700 billion by 
2150. Such uncontrolled 
population growth — based 
on today’s birth rates — 
would certainly lead to food 
shortages, epidemics and 
civil strife. 

Current birth rates, how- 
ever, mask the even faster 
growth that would have 
occurred had fertility not 
decreased in many coun- 
tries. “The acceptance of 
family planning by many 
women in developing coun- 
tries has been the key to 
slowing the postwar explo- 
sion of world population," 
said demographer Carl 
Haub during a press confer- 
ence at the National Press 
Club. “But birth rates in 
developing countries 
remain aat twice the level 
needed to stabilise world 
population size at some 
point in the future," he 
observed. 

The Washington-based 
Population Reference 
Bureau (PRB) released 
today its annual overview 
of global numbers, the 1996 
edition of the World Popu- 
lation Data Sheet. PRB is a 
non-profit, educational 


organisation dedicated to 
me dissemination of accu- 
rate and up-to-date infor- 
mation on population trends 
and their implications. Its 
annual assessment exam- 
ines the latest trends in birth 
and death rates in every 
country, producing a global 

report card ’ on the current 
demographic situation. 

In mid- 1996, world popu- 
lation reached 

5,771,000,000 (or 5.8 bil- 
lion). At the current pace, it 
will reach the sixth billion 
as soon as 1999, after hav- 
ing passed the 5 billion 
mark as recently as 1987. 

“This pace of population 
growjb serves as a very real 
warning that birth rates 
must come down if a rapid 
multiplication in human 
numbers is to be avoided,” 
observed Haub and 
Machiko Yanagishita, the 
Data Sheet’s authors. Popu- 
lation size stabilisation will 
ultimately rake place after 
couples worldwide average 
two children each. 

“If current birth rates do 
not come down, then we 
will soon be adding several 
billions to world population 
every 10 years. While this 
may seem an unimaginable 
scenario, it would be a 
mathematical certainty. 
There have been notable 
declines in birth rates, par- 
ticularly in some countries 
of Asia and Latin America. 
But, as long as couples in 
developing countries con- 
tinue to average well over 
two children each, the rapid 
explosion in world popula- 
tion growth foreseen 
decades ago will occur. 


Only rising death rates from 
factors such as famines 
would deter an unsustain- 
able population of several 
hundreds of billions. That is 
certainly not the way we 
would wish to see popula- 
tion growth stabilise.” 

Other findings from this 
year’s Data Sheet: 

— The effect of AIDS in 
Africa will likely be far 
greater than has been 
thought. Research conduct- 
ed by the International Pro- 
grammes Centre of the U.S. 
Bureau of the Census indi- 
cates that AIDS may have a 
devastating effect in partic- 
ular countries. The reduc- 
tion in population size for 
Africa as a whole, however, 
would be much more mod- 
est. 

— Population growth in 
the industrialised countries 
has effectively ended for 
ihe foreseeable future. This 
includes the states of East- 
ern Europe and the former 
Soviet Union, where birth 
rates had been comparative- 
ly high prior to the early 
1990s. In Europe, couples 
now average only 1.5 chil- 
dren per woman. This will 
lead to significant econom- 
ic challenges as the popula- 
tions of these countries 
“age" as a result of the low 
birth rate. 

— Africa's very high 
birth rates — about six chil- 
dren per woman on average 
— give the region enor- 
mous population potential 
30 years after the world 
population “explosion” 
gained popular attention. If 
African fertility remained 


constant at today’s level, it 
would be on a course to 
pass the 400 billion mark 
about 125 years from now. 
As unlikely as such high 
projections obviously are, 
that, again, is the mathe- 
matical result. Even assum- 
ing different downward 
trends, in birth rate declines 
over the next 50 years, its 
ultimate population size 
would vary from 1.2 to 
almost 8 billion. Such enor- 
mous population growth 
will greatly tax Africa’s 
development opportunities 
and its government’s ability 
to cope. 

— Two huge population 
question marks exist, China 
and India. China's very low 
fertility, only 1.8 children 
per woman, has been 
gained because of its con- 
troversial government pop- 
ulation programme. If 
democratic processes 
replace the central, authori- 
tarian government, many 
analysts wonder if the birth 
rate would not rise in this 
traditional, still largely 
rural society. Should that 
occur, major alterations to 
population projections 
would be needed. In India, 
a three-decade effort to 
reduce the birth rate lias 
been moderate success as 
Indian women now average 
about 3.4 children each. It 
appears, however, that it 
will be more difficult to 
continue to lower fertility to 
the national goal of two 
children per woman. 




Population Reference 
Bureau. Inc. 


World Population Clock, 1996 
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Internet, PC ready to 
dethrone television 


By Isabel Parenthoen 

Agence France-Presse 

BURLINGAME, Califor- 
nia — The personal com- 
puter and the Internet could 
dethrone television within 
10 years as a medium for 
communications and enter- 
tainment, according to the 
top executive of Intel Corp. 

Andrew Grove, president 
and chief executive of the 
leading semiconductor 
manufacturer, told a sym- 
posium here that PCs may 
supplant televisions by 
2005 if their makers suc- 
cessfully exploit the Inter- 
net’s vast multimedia 
potential. 

“The power of the Inter- 
net is impossible 10 overes* 
timaie — yet it so far has 
provided an underwhelm- 
ing experience in terms of 
rich multimedia,” Mr. 
Grove has said. 


“Yet the tools exist today 
to meet PC users’ expecta- 
tions for compelling visual 
and audio elements and to 
fulfill the promise of the 
Internet as a medium for 
communications, social 
interaction, and entertain- 
ment.” 

Mr. Grove said Intel fore- 
casts show PCs will be 
used for four billion hours 
annually by 2005, com- 
pared with three billion 
hours for television. 

As soon as next year, Mr. 
Grove predicted, PCs will 
be widely used tor commu- 
nicating by vjsiophone, ■ 
working at home and creat- 
ine “digital personal cre- 
ations,” incorporating 
video, photographs and 
three-dimensional draw- 
ings. , . 

Mr. Grove warned that 
the demand for PCs will 
a row only “providing there 


is powerful content” to the 
□ew medium, a mission 
entrusted to software 
designers rather than PC 
makers. 

He added that new pro- 
grammes will have to 
include the versatility and 
local storage capability of 
the high performance con- 
nected PC with the interac- 
tivity of the Internet. 

But PCs themselves may 
be threatened by new 
machines — Internet ter- 
minals — whose sole func- 
tion is internet access, and 

whose price is one-fourth 
that of the PC. 

As the Internet pulls in an 
estimated one million new 
users per month, competi- 
tion over potential new 
customers is fierce, and the 
new machines’ simplicity 
and reduced cost appeal to 
customers. 

Intel's response to the 


challenge rests in pan on 
digital video discs (DVDs) 
which have eight times 
other disks’ storage 

capacity, and allow users 
to access the Internet with- 
out leaving the. application 
in which they are working. 

Intel demonstrated the 
new technology, which 
consisted of music videos, 
interviews and the concert 
dates of American record- 
ing artist Keb Mo. 

Via the Internet, Mr. 
Grove then called Keb Mo 
on visiophone. 

Attending the conference 
were top executives from 
software and hardware 
companies, film, televi- 
sion, music, publishing, 
and advertising firms and 
communications infra- 
structure and service 
providers. 


POPULATION 

1996 

(1000*8) 

POPULATION 

2010 

(1000’S) 

POPULATION 

2025 

(1000s) 

1 

China 

1,217.616 

1 

China 

1,387,000 

1 

China 

1,492,000 

2 

India 

949,592 

2 

InCtia 

1,182,672 

2 

India 

1,384,581 
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United States 

265,162 
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United States 

297,716 

3 

United States 

335.050 
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Indonesfe 

201,425 
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Indonesia 

240,619 
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Indonesia 

276,526 
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Brazil 

160,523 
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Brazi 

181,868 
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Nigeria 

248,030 

9 

Russia 

147,700 
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Pakistan 

176,350 
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Pakistan 

232,926 

7 ‘ 

Pakistan 

133,616 

7 

Nigeria 

. 161,969 

7 . . 

Brazil 

202^93 
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Japan 

125,792 
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Russia 

149,500 
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Bangladesh 

175,808 

9 

Bangladesh 

119,823 

9 

Bangladesh 

149,152 
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Russia 

153,100 

10 

Nigeria 

103,912 

10 

Japan 

130,397 

10 

Mexico 

142,108 

11 

Mexico 

94,843 

11 

Mexico 

118,950 

11 

Ethiopia 

129,723 

12 

Germany 

81,694 

12 

Vietnam 

98,990 

12 

Japan 

125,806 

13 

Vietnam 

76,580 

13 

Philippines 

93,874 

13 

Vietnam 

118,801 

14 

Phffippines 

71.974 

14 

Ethiopia 

89,962 

14 

Philippines 

113,462 

15 

Turkey 

63,898 

15 

Iran 

84,237 

15 

Zaire 

107,643 

16 

Egypt 

63,693 

16 

Germany 

83,400 

16 

Iran 

106,826 

17 

Iran 

63,101 

17 

Egypt 

80,689 

17 

Egypt 

97,621 

18 

Thailand 

60,657 

18 

Turkey 

78,303 

IB 

Turkey 

91,758 

19 

United Kingdom 

58,764 

19 

Zaire 

69,079 

19 

Germany 

79.300 

20 

France 

58,426 

20 

Thailand 

68.534 

20 

Thailand 

75,123 

21 

Italy 

57339 

21 

France 

61,721 

21 

Myanmar 

72,153 

22 

r~l— ~ i 

cmpu 

57.172 

22 

United Kingdom 

61,138 

22 

South Africa 

70,083 

' 23 • 

. . Ukraine - 

51,146 

23 

Myanmar 

58238 

23 

France 

63.015 

24" 

Zaira 

46,499 

24 

Italy 

57,660 

24 

United Kingdom 

62,489 

25 

Myanmar 

45,976 

25 

South Africa 

57,510 

25 

Sudan 

58,388 

26 

Korea. South 

45,253 

26 

Ukraine 

53,000 

26 

Tanzania 

56£15 

27 

South Africa 

44,485 

27 

Korea. South 

49,683 

27 

Italy 

54.444 

28 

Spain 

39,250 

28 

Colombia 

45,884 

28 

Ukraine 

54,000 

29 

Poland 

38,639 

29 

Sudan 

41,534 

29 

Colombia 

52.720 

30 

Colombia 

37,999 

30 

Argentina 

40J90 

30 

Iraq 

52,615 

31 

Argentina 

34,684 

31 

Poland 

40.427 

31 

Korea, South 

50,811 

32 

Canada 

29,965 

32 

Tanzania 

38,651 

32 

Saud Arabia 

50278 

33 

Tanzania 

29,058 

33 

Algeria 

38,000 

33 

Kenya 

49,059 

34 

Algeria 

29.006 

34 

KSnya 

37,990 

34 

Algeria 

47,180 

35 

Sudan 

28,855 

35 

Spam 

37,848 

35 

Argentina 

46.496 

36 

Kenya 

28,176 

36 

Iraq 

34,545 

36 

Afghanistan 

45,262 

37 

Morocco 

27,563 

37 

Morocco 

34.196 

37 

Nepal 

43.499 

38 

Peru 

24.041 

38 

Afghanistan 

33292 

38 

Uzbekistan 

42300 

39 

Korea, North 

23,904 

39 

Canada 

33,587 

39 

Morocco 

40,650 

40 

Nepal 

23,226 

40 

Nepal 

32,360 

40 

Poland 

40,486 

41 

Uzbekistan 

23,188 

41 

Uzbekistan 

31,800 

41 

Ghana 

37.988 

42 

Romania 

22,644 

42 

Saudi Arabia 

31,110 

42 

Uganda 

37,364 

43 

Venezuela 

22,311 

43 

Peru 

29,399 

43 

COte d'Ivoire 

36,817 

44 

Uganda 

21,963 

44 

Venezuela 

28.716 

44 

Canada 

36.627 

45 

Afghanistan 

21,472 

45 

Korea. North 

28,491 

45 

Yemen 

36,587 

46 

Iraq 

21,422 

46 

Uganda 

26.748 

46 

Mozambique 

35.139 

47 

. Taiwan 

21,421 

47- 

Ghana 

26,594 

47 

Venezuela 

34,775 

48 

Malaysia 

20581 

48 , 

' Malaysia . 

28239 • , 

48 

Spain 

34,560 

49 

Saudi Arabia • 

19.354 


Mozambique 

24.704 

49 

Madagascar 

34,419 

50 

Sri Lanka 

18,396 

50 

Taiwan 

23,956 

50 

Pern 

33,914 


; Population Reference Bureau's 1996 WorM Population Data Sheet 


Round buying, last orders, 
pub talk, bonding, confused 


By Tim Farrand 
Reuter 

LONDON — Foreign visi- 
tors to Britain’s pubs are so 
baffled by the unwritten 
laws of bar etiquette that 
brewers have published a 
guidebook on the dos and 
don’ts of round-buying, 
darts and chatting, up the 
opposite sex. 

Tourists find the art of 
buying a drink,, often 
involving bizarre silent rit- 
uals, one of the hardest 
things to get right, the 
brewers and licensed 
retailers association says. 

•There are strict rules of 
etiquette involved in 
attracting the attention of 
bar staff. The ritual proce- 
dure is best described as a 
son' of subtle pantomime,” 
says author and anthropol- 
ogist Kate Fox. 

“When you achieve your 
goal of making eye contact 
with the barman, a quick 
lift of the eyebrows and 
upward jeik of ihe chin, 
accompanied by a hopeful 
smile, will let him luiow 
that you are waiting," -says 
Ms. Fox in her guide, 
“Passport to the Pub”. 

There are certain things 
no tourist should try if be 
wants to remain friends 
with rhe natives. 

You shouldn’t jnmp the 
invisible queue, call out, 
snap your fingers or glare 
at the bar staff. Don’t ring 
the bell — often attached 
to the wall at the end of the 
bar — because this is used 
by the publican or bar staff 
to signal last orders. 

Last orders are called 
when there are 10 minutes 
left before the pub doses. 
Most of the tourists inter- 
viewed for the book found 
ihe whole pub experience 
bewildering. 

One Dutch visitor 


expressed the views of 
many: “I cannot under- 
stand how the British ever 
manage to buy themselves 
a drink.” 

Many visitors drop into a 
pub searching for the “real 
Britain", perhaps brought 
up on tales of wizened 
locals leaning on crooks 
with a faithful dog at their 
feet, oak floorboaids 
warped with age and the 
leisurely tick-tock of a 
grandfather clock accom- 
panying the clack-clack of 


to pubs and one third are 
regulars, visiting the pub at 
least once a week. 

If a foreigner becomes a 
regular he must remember 
life was not meant to be 
fair when it comes to buy- 
ing rounds of drinks. 

Ms. Fox says you should 
not expect strict justice in 
the round buying ritual. 
One person may end up 
buying two rounds in a 
“session” . while others 
have only bought one 
round each. 


“Many visitors drop into a pub 
searching for the real Britain, per- 
haps brought up on tales of wizened 
locals leaning on crooks with a 
faithful dog at their feet, oak floor- 
boards warped with age and the 
leisurely tick-tock of a grandfather 
clock accompanying the clack- 
clack of a game of dominoes.” 


a game of dominoes. 

That sort of country bar 
is haid to find nowadays 
but the pub remains a cen- 
tral part of British life and 
culture. Tf you haven’t 
been to a pub, you haven’t 
seen Britain ” says Ms. 
Fox. 

Pub-going is. by far the 
most popular pastime — 
the 61,000 pubs in Britain 
have over 25 million loyal 
customers. 

More than three quarters 
of the adult population go 


“Over several “sessions” 
rough equality is usually 
achieved, but it is bad 
manners to appear overly 
concerned about this,” 
Ms. Fox says. She gives 
other helpful hints on: 

How to order a drink — 
“One of the saddest sights 
of the British summer is 
the group of thirsty tourists 
sitting at a table in a pub, 
patiently waiting for some- 
one io come and take their 
order.” 

The mysteries of pub 


grub — “A Japanese cou- 
ple looked at the bar 
snacks menu and ordered 
five snacks each, thinking 
they must be the British 
equivalent of a tiny sushi- 
bar portion ” Five plates of 
fish and chips go a long 
way. 

Making contact with the 
natives — “Don’t ever 
introduce yourself. The 
“hi. I’m Chuck from 
Alabama’ approach does 
not go down well in British 
pubs. Natives will cringe 
and squirm with embar- 
rassment at such brash- 
ness” 

Pub talk — “If you are 
the sort of person who 
likes conversation to pro- 
ceed in an orderly manner, 
you will find the rambling, 
haphazard, free-associa- 
tion type of pub talk very 
frustrating." 

Women should also bear 
in mind that “if you accept 
the offer of a drink from a 
native (male or female), 
etiquette requires you to 
chat with them for at least 
as long as it takes to con- 
sume the drink. 

"So, if you feel at all 
uncomfortable with some- 
one, do not accept the 
offer. Do remember how- 
ever, that the offer is not, 
in itself, a sexual invita- 
tion," Ms. Fox says. 

But perhaps the most 
important piece of advice 
is for men, who still make 
up the majority of pub reg- 
ulars. 

“The most important 
male binding ritual is the 
argument. If you' want to 
get closer to your native 
male companions, do not 
attempt a heart to heart 
conversation. 

“Instead, start an argu- 
ment. If it gets a bit heated, 
buy a round,” 
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Women worth 25 per cent less than men — ELO 


GENEVA (AFP) — Wom- 
en work longer hours than 
men do, but earn on average 
25 per cent less, the 
International Labour 
Organisation (ILO) says in 
a report out Tuesday. 

This is despite the fact 
that more women today fill 
jobs that used to be tradi- 
tional male domains, the 
U.N. agency says in “More 
and Better Jobs for Women: 
An Action Guide." 

“While more and more 
women are working, the 
great majority of them are 
simply swelling the ranks 
of die working poor" said 
Lin Lim, who prepared the 
nearly 200-page report. 

“Women’s economic acti- 
vities remain highly con- 
centrated in low-wage, low- 
productivity and precarious 
forms of employment,” she 
said. 

Women represent 70 per 
cent of the world’s poor and 
65 per cent of its one billion 
illiterates, the report says. 

More than 45 per cent of 
women aged 15 through 64 
work, representing more 
than half of the working 
population in industrial co- 
untries, compared with 37 
per cent in western Europe 
and 30 per cent in the Unit- 
ed States 20 years ago. 

These are the major find- 
ings of the report, which 
follows up on last year's 


International Women’s 
Conference in Beijing and a 
1995 world summit on 
social issues in Copen- 
hagen: 

— Outside agriculture, 
women earn by average 
only three-quarters of what 
men are paid for the same 
work: that is, 25 per cent 
less — a gap that is found 
in both industrialised and 
developing countries. 

— Unemployment among 
women is 50 to 1 00 per cent 
greater in several industri- 
alised countries, making 
women the principal vic- 
tims of the economic down- 
turn of the 1990s. 

— Women hold only six 
per cent of senior manage- 
ment jobs in the world. 

— In North America, 
Europe and Japan, two 
times more women than 
men joined the active work- 
force between 1980 and 
1990. 

— In South East and East 
Asia, women represent op 
to 80 per cent of workers in 
export-oriented industries. 

‘Their relatively cheap 
labour has represented the 
cornerstone of export-ori- 
ented industrialisation and 
international competitive- 
ness for many developing 
countries,” said ILO Direc- 
tor General Michel 
Hansenne. 

The study notes, however. 


the progress that women 
have made in recent years, 
particularly in developed 
countries: 

— There is a marked 
trend towards more women 
in executive, management, 
technical and administra- 
tive jobs. Some have even 
reached the pinnacles of 
their profession. 

— In the United States, 
women are more likely than 
men to start their own busi- 
nesses. 

— Equal-pay laws have 
been enacted in both indus- 
trialised and developing 
countries, and wodcing con- 
ditions have been improved 
so that women can better 
balance their professional 
and family roles. 

— Women are joining 
labour unions in greater 
numbers, and collective 
bargaining has contributed 
to promoting sexual equali- 
ty in many countries. 

Bui Mr. Hansenne noted: 
“Equality of opportunity 
and treatment for women in 
employment has yet to be 
achieved anywhere in the 
world.” 

The ILO expects that 
women will represent the 
same percentage of the 
workforce as men in sever- 
al industralised countries 
by 2000. 

In developing countries, 
they will account for 3 1 per 


cent, but their rale is never- 
theless on the rise. 

The growing number of 
working women in industri-. 
alised countries is due in 
large part to part-time 
work. In the 28 countries 
that make up the Organisa- 
tion for Economic Cooper- 
ation and Development 
(OECD), women fill 65 to 
90 per cent of such jobs. 

Outside the OECD, they 
are by and large working in 
the underground economy, 
being paid less and lacking 
social security. 

Although more women 
were entering the global 
labour market, they ran a 
higher risk of unemploy- 
ment and had had little suc- 
cess in mounting the ladder 
to top management posts, 
according to the new ILO 
report. 

In many richer countries, 
women's unemployment 
rates ran from 50 to 100 per 
cent more than for men 

The ILO said there had 
been a surge of women 
entering the labour force in 
the richer countries of the 
North and in the poor and 
developing countries of the 
South. 

In the OECD countries — 
including the United States 
and the 15 nations of the 
European Union — women 
worked at least two hours a 
week more than men, and 


often five to 10 hours more. 

In an introduction to the 
report, Mr. Hansenne said 
“their willingness to give 
up home and family to 
become migrant workers 
has greatly increased some 
countries’ foreign exchange 
earnings.” 

The report said women 
had made some real gains, 
especially in the richer 
countries as well as in Latin 
America and the Caribbean, 
with a strong trend upwards 
from a low starting point in 
their representation in man- 
agerial and professional 
jobs. 

But overall, said Mr. 
Hansenne, equality of treat- 
ment for women in employ- 
ment has yet to be achieved 
anywhere in the world. 

“Relative to men, women 
still face unequal hiring 
standards, unequal opportu- 
nities for training and 
retraining, unequal access 
to productive resources, 
segregation and concentra- 
tion in a narrow range of 
‘female' sectors and occu- 
pations,” he pointed out 

They also faced “unequal 
pay for equal work, unequal 
participation, in economic 
decision-making, unequal 
sharing of family responsi- 
bilities, unequal career 
prospects and greater likeli- 
hood of being unemployed 
and of being poor.” 


Palestinians lose $7million 
a day from Israeli closure 


SANAA (R) — Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat said 
that Israel’s closure of 
Palestinian self-rule territo- 
ries caused losses of up to 
$7 million a day. 

“We are losing $6 (mil- 
lion) to $7 million a day as 
a result of the Israeli block- 
ade on the Palestinians,” 
Mr. Arafat said in a news 
conference in Yemen late 
Monday. 

“The amount is larger 
than the assistance we 
received or were promised 
from the international com- 
munity. If the Israelis con- 


tinue their current slogans 
peace faces a dilemma. 
Peace is not a Palestinian 
demand but an Israeli 
need,” he said. 

Israel imposed a closure 
of the West Bank and Gaza 
during a wave of suicide 
bombings. Tens of thou- 
sands of Palestinians once 
worked in Israel, “usually in 
low-paid construction and 
agriculture jobs. 

Palestinians call the mea- 
sures, which have devastat- 
ed the West Bank and 
Gazan economy, a form of 
collective punishment. 


UAE sees high growth 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — The 
United Arab Emirates' 
(UAE) economy is project- 
ed to grow by more than five 
per cent in 1996 due to an 
upturn in the non-oil sector, 
its planning minister was 
quoted as saying. 

Sheikh Humaid Ben 
Ahmad A1 Mualla said the 
gross domestic product 
(GDP) would increase by 
5.6 per cent in 1996 over the 
previous yean 

“The growth will be main- 
ly in ihe non-oil sector, 
including the light indus- 
tries, electricity, water, con- 


struction, internal trade and 
hotel business.” be told the 
economic weekly Emirates 
Today. 

He said strong perfor- 
mance by commercial banks 
and insurance companies in 
1995 indicated a continua- 
tion of tbe economic 
upswing in the next years. 

Sheilfe Humaid made do 
mention of the oil sector, the 
biggest component of the 
GDP. But bankers said they 
expected it to record posi- 
tive growth rates in 1996 
due to an improvement in 
world crude prices. 


Kuwait must cut subsidies, expatriate jobs — World Bank 


KUWAIT (R) — The World 
Bank has advised Kuwait to 
cut hefty subsidies on elec- 
tricity and water and reduce 
the number of foreigners on 
the stare payroll to help 
bridge its budget deficit by 
the year 2000, a newspaper 
said Tuesday. 

“A World Bank report oh 
Kuwait’s five-year econom- 
ic and social development 
plan has strongly recom- 
mended a gradual hike in 
the prices of electricity and 
water,” the English-lan- 
guage Arab Times reported. 

ft also recommended “a 
cut in government subsidies 
on oil products such as feel, 
an increase in telecommu- 
nications and transport 
charges by 50 per cent and 
a slashing of expatriate 
manpower at fee govern- 
ment sector by as much as 
45 per cent” 

Cabinet Affairs Minister 
Abdul Aziz A1 Dakhil 
advised the cabinet to 


accept the bank’s recom- 
mendations. the paper said. 

Officials have said a lav- 
ish cradle-to-grave welfare 
state feat provides Kuwaitis 
and expatriates with public 
services free or at miminal 
cost must be trimmed to 
balance fee budget, but they 
have been slow to imple- 
ment reforms. 

The bank’s reported rec- 
ommendations restate, 
albeit in more detailed 
form, advice it- has given 
Kuwait regularly since fee 
Gulf war ended Iraq’s 
1990-93 occupation, diplo- 
mats say. 

Residential customers pay 
two fils per kilowatt hour 
for electricity and 800 fils 
per 1,000 gallons of water, 
whereas fee actual cost to 
the government is 17 fils 
and 23 dinars respectively. 
There are 1,000 fils to one 
dinar. 

Foreigners make up about 
40 per cent of fee 250,000- 


strong public sector work- 
force, according to 1994 
figures. 

Kuwait projects a deficit 
of 1 .32 billion dinars (S4.4 
billion) on spending of 4.23 
billion dinars in the 1995- 
96 fiscal year that ended on 
June 30 and plans to elimi- 
nate the deficit by the year 
2000. 

Kuwait's deficit has risen 
because it spent more than 
half of its large investment 
reserves on paying its share 
of the' cost of the war and 
letituiiigSifes war-damaged 
oil industry. • 

Meanwhile, booming wo- 
rld financial markets boost- 
ed Kuwait’s foreign assets 
in 1995, reversing a pattern 
of decline since fee end of 
the Iraqi occupation, fee 
Central Bank of Kuwait has 
said. 

The rise was reported in 
1995 balance of payments 
figures released by the cen- 
tral bank, which also 


showed a 70 per cent rise in 
the current account surplus 
to more than $4 billion. 

The government invest- 
ment account, which main- 
ly reflects die change in the 
stale’s foreign assets and is 
fee main component in fee 
capita] account, rose in 
1995 by 1,196 million 
dinars ($4 billion). 

The increase “reflects the 
effects of the boom in the 
world financial markets” 
during 1995, tbe central 
bank report said. 


The rise in 1995 reverses 
a pattern of decline since 
the end of fee Iraqi invasion 
in February 1991, with the 
financial needs for recon- 
struction one of the main 
drains on Kuwait's external 
assets. 

These assets, which were 
rising strongly prior to fee 
invasion, are mainly made 
up of investments abroad by 
fee state general reserve 
fund, the Reserve Fund for 
Future Generations and two 
state-owned, companies. 


Kuwait Petroleum Corpora- 
tion and Kuwait Airways 
Corporation. 

The government does not 
release figures for fee value 
of these assets, but unoffi- 
cial estimates put the value 
at between $50 billion to 


$60 billion compared with 
more than $100 billion 
before the invasion. 

The Kuwaiti government 
still has reconstruction 
costs, including repayments 
on a $5.5 billion loan 
raised after fee invasion. 


THE Daily Crossword by Matthew Higgins 


ACROSS 
1 FBI agents 
5 More exposed 
10 Weight units: 
abbr. 

14 Muse number 

15 Eradicate 

16 Exclamation of 
dismay 

17 Start of quote by 
23A 

20 Antique auto 

21 Arabian seaport 

22 Some musical 
passages 

23 Amy or James 

25 NBA's — 
Gilmore 

26 Low grade 

27 More of quote 
30 Abductee of 

Paris 

33 Courtyard 

34 Small bill 

35 Ugandan tyrant 

36 Actress 
Leslie — 

37 Clare Boothe — 

38 — gratias 

39 Athenian 
lawmaker 

40 Defense system 

41 More of quote 

43 Throng 

44 Biblical weeds 

45 More of quote 
49 Motor pari 

51 ' — and the King 
of Slam" 

53 — de-France 

54 End of quote 

57 Ripening factor 

58 Take care of 

59 Thanks — I 

60 Paves roads 

61 Canters 

62 Fast flyers 

DOWN 

1 Knot 

2 Movie actor, Sal 

3 Enhance 

4 Unused 

5 English church 
officer 

6 Comic Johnson 

7 Shower 
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6 


8 
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10 

11 

12 

13 

14 




15 





16 
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Hi 

26 
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27 
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58 
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59 




60 




61 





62 





All rtgtas reserved. 

8 Tee preceder 

9 Bridle 

10 Woman lawyer 

11 " — Name?" 
(1962 hit song) 

12 Convex 
moldings 

13 " — a Lady" 

(Tom Jones hit) 

18 Eddie Van — of 
music 

19 Surpass 

24 Blissful place 

25 Nobel chemist 

27 Hank of baseball 

28 Peruvian 

29 Desideratum 

30 Muslim 
pilgrimage 

31 Ostrich kin; var. 

32 Circus whip 
snapper 

33 Blanches 

36 Consistent 

37 Rounded part 

39 Sharpen 

40 "...could eat—" 
42 Diners 




A 

s 

T 


L 

E 

O 


1 

H 

1 


B 

A 

R 


1 

T 

£ 
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□□□□ 
a □ 

G 
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43 Chops into little 
bits 

46 Small glass 
containers 

47 16th century 
author. Sir 
Thomas — 


48 Takes a break 

49 Ella's forte 

50 Forum gait 

51 Hair style 

52 Aerie, e.g. 

55 Kapekplay 

56 KapitaT 


THE BETTER HALF 


By Glasbergen 



know malls like to start Christmas 
season early, but Santa Claus In a 
thong bikini is not a pretty sight!” 


I® 


Unscramble these four Junbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
tour ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Mika Argtrkxi 

/* " 


n 

LIEBE 


n 

PE 

□ 


eiMIttun IMiS«WK he. 
NRynRnmi 


VENIG 




^ V 

^ j 

PAICEE 





NORRAC 


ICC 




THE PARISHIONERS 
SAIP THE CHURCH 
BELL'S WERE 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by ihe above cartoon. 




Vfesterda/s 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: ELITE CHOKE MISFIT FAULTY 
Answer How the working women adapted to an 

afternoon of leisure - IT FIT THEM TO A TEA 


Peanuts 



Andy Capp 



Mutt’n’Jeff 



HOROSCOPE 
FORECAST FOR f 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 
31. 1996 

By Thomas S . Pierson, 
Astrologer, Carroll 
Righter Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) Plan how best 
to gain more assets and 
try to be certain of your 
methods of operation. 
Assess your own wealth 
this evening and devise a 
plan whereby you can 
retain what you earn for a 
rainy day and have some 
funds in reserve. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 21) Listen to sugm. 
gestions of good friends 
early today, however later 
this evening take it easy 
and relax. Be you good 
old seif and you can han- 
dle any adverse situation 
which could be present at 
anytime. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 2 1 j Be of assistance 
to your mate in the 
evening and you can gain 
much affection from him 
or her. Your hunches are 
good today so follow 
through with whatever 
decision which you make 
and stick to your guns 
aaainst all adversity. 
MOON CHILDREN: iJr- 
ne 22 to July 2 1) Materi- 
al-minded friends can 
help you attain a practical 
wife if you allow them to 
assist you with some 
career activities. Take, 
things with a grain of sa&* 
at this time and do not 
make any brash decisions 
at this time. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) Study your public 
image and try to improve 
it for the better and there- 
by you caa have great 
success. Be wise and rest 
up tonight tc rebuild your 
energies, since you could 
need it for the days ahead 
on any career activities. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) This is a 
cood day today to see 
loyal friends, so avoid 
h new fellow ..associates 
' who are / ; only . put to 
lr exploit ..your' creative 
mind. Perfect a talent you 
possess and you can gain 
great success. Avoid 
strangers and be safe. 
LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) It is 
important today to build 
up your bank account and 
plan to add to it regularly 
for the lean times. Later 
this evening you should 
not disagree with your 
loved ones so you can 
make your residence a 
:ful place. 

*IO: (October 23 
to November 21) You 
have a chance today to 
make good arrangement 
with a fellow associate 
who is usually quite 
restrained. Enjoy your 
home this evening with 
loved ones and clpse 
friends and you can have 
a fun time with them. 
SAGITTARIUS: (Nove- 
mber 22 to December 21) 
Forget financial affairs 
this evening and concen- 
trate on whatever peace- 
ful functions Which you 
are involved with. Enjoy 
yourself today by read- 
ing, watching television, 
or listening to ihe radio 
and you can release any 
stress. 

CAPRICORN: {Decem- 
ber 22 to Jan. 20) Rise 
above any critical 
remarks which come in 
your direction today a2? 
you can gain the success 
you desire. Your friends 
may be a bit testy tonight, 
so avoid them for a while 
until there is clear heads. 
AQUARIUS: (January 

21 to February 19) 
Organise home affairs 
and you can make any 
adverse situation much 
better. Your mate may 
feel imposed upon after a 
very busy day today, so- 
be gentle and show that 
you understand that he or 
she is under great stress. 
PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Be more direct 
in telling your expecta- 
tions to those in authority 
who can be quite benefi- 
cial. Handle communica- 
tions well later this 
evening and don’t be 
demanding of others or 
you could upset sorrm 
potential ally For the daw 
ahead. 


Birthstone of July: Ru- 
by — Tiger’s Eye. 
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Business & Finance 

Suez Canal Authority to contact 
Baghdad on Iraqi oil shipments 


Japan businesses seek 
Israeli trade deals 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt's 
Suez Canal Authority will 
send a delegation to Bagh- 
dad to discuss the shipping 
of resumed Iraqi oil exports 
through the waterway, the 
company head said in com- 
ments published Monday. 

Ahmad Fadel, president of 
the state-owned Suez Canal 
Authority, told the Arab 
daily A1 Hayat he “intends 
to send the delegation to 

Japanese 
bank lends 
$550m 
loan for 
Qatari gas 
project 

DOHA (R) — Qatar has 
signed a $550 million loan 
with the Export-Import 
Bank of Japan to build a 
third liquefied natural gas 
(LNG) production unit ax 
the Qatar Liquefied Gas 
Company complex (Qatar- 
gas), an official said. 

Qatar’s Foreign minister 
and acting finance, econo- 
my and Commerce Minis- 
ter Hamad Bin Jassim Bin 
Jabr A1 Thani signed the 
loan, the Qatar News 
Agency reported. 

It will cover 70 per cent 
of the third unit’s cost, a 
Qatar General Petroleum 
Corp (QGPC) official said. 
The rest will come from 
Qataxgas shareholders - 
QGPC, Mobil Corp, Total, 
Japan’s Mitsui and Mar- 
ubeni. 

“It is repayable in 12 
years, including a two-year 
grace period,” the official 
told Reuters. 

“Like all other loans 
raised by QGPC earlier, 
this loan is also on the lim- 
ited recourse basis,” he 
said, adding that the repay- 
ment is tied to the “sound- 
ness of the project and the 
shareholders have limited 
liability” 

Qatargas’s six million 
tonnes of annual gas pro- 
duction is committed to 
Japanese companies. 

It took $2 billion in loans 
from four Japanese com- 
mercial banks in 1995 to 
fund the construction of 
two units, or “trains,” who- 
se four million tonnes an- 
nual production will start 
flowing to Japan’s Cbubu 
Electric Power Company 
from January 1997. 

The third train, designed 
to produce an additional 
two million tonnes of LNG 
a year, is dedicated to seven 
Japanese gas and power 
utilities from mid-1998. 


meet Iraqi officials." but did 
not say when the visit was to 
take place. 

“Iraq is a major Arab 
client and must be main- 
tained," Mr. Fadel said. 

Iraq, which has been 
under economic sanctions 
since its 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait, reached a deal with 
the United Nations in May 
allowing it to export $2 bil- 
lion of oil every six months 
in order to buy food and 
medicine under strict U.N. 
control. 

Mr. Fadel also said that 
implementation of a deal 
between Qatar and Israel to 
build a natural gas pipeline 
to the Mediterranean was 
“doubtful at the current time 
or in the future.” 

He implied Doha would 
prefer to use the canal to 
ship its gas, pointing to 
“Egyptian ^Qatari contacts 
and the 35 per cent rebate in 
duties on using the canal 


given to the Qatari Shipping 
Agency.- 

The rebate had increased 
the number of Qaiari ships 
using the canal from seven 
in 1994 to 42 in 1995, he 
said. 

Qatar has agreed in princi- 
ple to the sale of liquefied 
natural gas to Israel in a deal 
struck with the U.S. compa- 
ny Enron to import 2 5 mil- 
lion tonnes of gas from 
2000. 

Mr. Fadel- also attributed a 
2.4 per cent drop in canal 
revenues for the first six 
months of 1996 to “fluctua- 
tions in the price of the dol- 
lar compared to other cur- 
rencies over the past 
months.” 

The canal, one of the 
main sources of hard cur- 
rency for Egypt, brought in 
$1.95 billion in 1995. For 
the first half of 1996, earn- 
ings were at $933 million, 
Mr. Fadel told journalists . 


TEL AVIV (R) — A delega- 
tion of 17 businessmen and 
government officials from 
Japan is visiting Israel to 
investigate opportunities for 
trade and joint ventures with 
Israeli companies. 

The delegation includes 
representatives of industry, 
trading companies, banks 
and Japan’s Ministry of 
Internationa] Trade and 
Industry (MITI). 

Max Uvnat, economic 
minister ar Israel’s embassy 
in Tokyo, said the delegation 
is the first ever sponsored by 
Mm and is visiting to evalu- 
ate Israel’s technological 
abilities. 

Hisato Nagao. director of 
Mm’s Middle East and 
Africa office, said he hoped 
that economic cooperation 
between Japan and Israel 
would help advance the Mid- 
dle East peajre process, which 
he believes is irreversible. 

“Many in Japan are still 
afraid of doing business with 


Israel but we believe it is 
impossible to turn hack the 
peace process. There are 
fears that (Israel’s) new gov- 
ernment will change direc- 
tion but we hope then a man 
who enters a current will not 
swim against it,” be said. 

“We believe (he peace 
process will continue but if it 
doesn’t then Japanese com- 
panies will not continue their 
activity in Israel,” he warned. 

He said Japan and Israel 
could cooperate on jointly 
developing high-tech prod- 
ucts and marketing them in 
third countries, such as west- 
ern European nations and 
members of the former Sovi- 
et Union, using Israel’s links 
to these countries. 

In 1995 Israeli exports to 
Japan totalled $1.22 billion, 
agai nst imports of $938 mil- 
lion. in the first six months of 
1996 exports from Israel 
were around $600 million 
with a similar amount of 
imports, Mr. Livnat said. 
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. A review of news from the Arabic press i 

Highest number of tourists are 
coming from Gulf Arab countries 


** INTERNATIONAL AND regional 
tourism to Jordan has increased during the 
first six months of this year by 7.3 per 
cent over the same period in 1995 as the 
number climbed from 446,032 tourists by 
the end of June 1995 to 478,596 visitors 
by the end of last month. 

According to Haidar Qsous, head of the 
statistics department at the Ministry of 
Tourism and Antiquities, tourists arriving 
from Gulf Arab states topped the list as 
their numbers reached 193,328 account- 
ing for 40.39 per cent of the total. Israelis 
came in second place accounting for 
1 1 .64 per cent with the number of visitors 


reaching 55,694, including Israeli Arabs. 
Tourists coming from the Americas 
totalled 59,187 but the number of those 
from the United States was the highest at 
48,441. Germans were the largest group 
of European tourists as their number was 
36,559 our of a total 148,515 tourists 
coming from Europe. The number of 
those coining from different countries 
was 21,872 tourists. 

Mr. Qsous indicated that March and 
April are usually the most busy months 
for tourism due to the religious holidays 
■ (Al Dustour). 


Investments reach $50 million 
at Al Hassan Industrial city 


** A STUDY to examine the situation at 
Al Hassan Industrial City in lrbid and to 
identify the privileges provided to encour- 
age investors has shown that the city 
houses 52 projects with a total investment 
of JD50 million of those projects, 1 4 were 
new ones that were ->et up in 1995 with an 
investment of JD7.5 million. The study 
said that rhe industries at the city have 
provided more than 1,500 job opponuni- 


According to the study, the industries at 
Al Hassan Industrial City cover food, 
pharmaceutical, plastic, engineering, 
chemical, textile, wood, construction, 
paper and printing and leather production. 

The area of the industrial city is being 
expanded with the purchase of 500 
dunums of land to house more industrial 
projects (Al Aswaq). 
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Lewis leaps to historic gold 
as Johnson begins quest 


ATLANTA (R) — Car] 
Lewis leapt to a special 
place in Olympic history 
and fellow American 
Michael Johnson cruised to 
400 metres gold on Monday 
as sports fans put a night- 
mare bomb blast behind 
them and enjoyed a vintage 
night of athletics. 

But Saturday’s bombing 
at Atlanta’s Olympic park, 
in which two people died 
and 110 were injured, con- 
tinued to cast an ugly shad- 
ow over the games, with 
Atlanta police facing accu- 
sations they were slow in 
reacting to a warning call. 

Lewis, 35, soared 8.50 
metres to clinch the long 
jump title and equal two 
monumental Olympic 
records — winning a fourth 
consecutive title in the same 
athletics event and a ninth 
gold in any sport. 

Johnson, running in gold 
shoes, set up a unique track 
double when be raced home 
unchallenged to win the 
one-lap race in an Olympic 
record time of 43.49 sec- 
onds. He is hot favourite to 
odd the 200 metres gold on 
Thursday. 

Lewis joins discus throw- 
er A1 Oener. also from the 
United States, as the only 
track and field athlete to 
win gold at four successive 
games. 

He also matched Finnish 
runner Paavo Nurmi's 
record of nine Olympic 
golds. 

On a golden night for the 
host nation, American Allen 
Johnson won the 1 1 0-metre 
hurdles in 12.95 seconds, 
also an Olympic record. 

France’s Marie-Jo Perec 
ran the third fastest 
women's 400 metres ever to 
retain her Olympic title. 
The Guadeloupe -bom run- 
ner clocked 48.25 seconds, 
yet another Olympic record. 

Russia's Svetlana 

. Masterkova sprang a sur- 
" prise when 1 khe' ■claimed the 
,800 metres, Delegating pre- 
i ' face favoitrites Ana Fidelia 
Quirot of Cuba and 
Mozambique’s - Maria 
’ Mutoia to second and third 
respectively. 

On the tennis court. 
Yugoslav-born American 
Monica Seles saw her 
Olympic dream shattered as 
three of the top four seeds 
went out at the quarter-final 
stage. Seles went down in 
three sets to Jana Novotna 
of the Czech Republic. 

NBC news reported on 
Monday that Atlanta police 
received a bomb warning 10 
minutes earlier than they 
have publicly acknowl- 
edged. 

Citing what it called three 
highly reliable sources, the 
network said the warning 
was phoned into Atlanta’s 
911 emergency number at 
12:58 jlM. Edt (0458 GMT) 
and not 1:08 a.m. (0508 
GMT) as reported by 
Atlanta police. 

The report said technical 
glitches delayed action on 
the warning, possibly con- 
tributing to a higher casual- 
ty toll. 

The pipe bomb exploded 
at 1:20 a.m. (0520 GMT), 



USA’s Carl Lewis celebrates his gold medal victory in 
the men’s long jump with the Olympic flame burning in 
the background at Olympic Stadium. Lewis won the 
event with a jump of 8.5 metres and collected his fourth 
gold medal in Olympic long jump competition (Reuters 
photo) 




■ >v i \ 

. v **.;■ ' . 

.. ; :v.' 






Michael Johnson, gold medal winner of the men’s 400M 
race stands with a tears in his eyes during victory cere- 
mony at the Olympic stadium in Atlanta (Reuters 
photo) 


showering revellers with 
vicious fragments of nails 
and screws. 

Beverly Harvard, the 
Atlanta police chief, had 
earlier dismissed sugges- 
tions that there bad been a 
lag between the call coming 
in and action being taken. 

The FBT released a tran- 
script of the 1 1-word warn- 
ing. 

"There is a bomb in cen- 
tennial park. You have 30 
minutes,” said the warning, 
given by someone identified 
by voice experts as a white 
American male. 

Fulton County Sheriff 
Jackie Barrett said the fact . 
that the bomb exploded ' 
sooner than the warning call 
had indicated might mean it 
was designed to lure as 
many police as possible into 
the path of the blast. 


FBI special agent David 
Tubbs said investigators 
were compiling composite 
sketches of people at the 
scene of the bombing. But 
he said they would not be 
made public soon. 

However, french public 
television briefly showed 
what it said were police 
sketches of two suspects. 
Both were young whites. 
One was a man but it was 
impossible to determine 
whether the second sketch 
depicted a male or a female. 

The park, packed with 
revellers at the time but 
closed since the attack, will 
reopen .on Tuesday morn- 
ing, when civil rights leader 
and former mayor Andrew 
Young, an ordained preach- 
er who co-chairs the organ- 
ising committee, will hold a 
memorial service. 
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What they’re saying at the Olympics 


ATLANTA (AFP) — A selection of 
quotes from the Olympics: 

* “Winning that gold medal really made 
np for 1992. Everything I went through 
was worth it” — Michael Johnson after 
winning the 400m gold and wiping away 
his failure in Barcelona. 

* “I said before the competition began 
that Iwould be a very happy man if we 
could win all the golds and that is still pos- 
sible. We prepared well for the Olympics 
and I am very satisfied with our perfor- 
mances so far” — Chinese head table ten- 
nis coach Zhang Xielin after China won 
the women's doubles and are assured of 
the men’s doubles. 

* ‘If Carl Lewis is still wanting to be the 
premier athlete of track and field, I think 
he should step down from that" — 
Michael Johnson after his 400m victory 
was overshadowed by Lewis’s fourth long 
jump gold in a row and a record-equalling 
ninth Olympic title. 

* “After all I have been through, this 
medal feels like gold. I’ll run on for a cou- 
ple more year but no more Olympics” — 
Ana Fidelia Quirot of Cuba, who was 
nearly killed in a domestic fire in 1993, 
after taking the silver in the women’s 
800m. 

* “If Olympic officials think it does 
something else they should ban it and put 


on that list. But according to the Olympic 
rules they must do that at least six months 
prior to the games. They simply can't just 
outlaw it and take away our medals “ — 
Anatoly Kolesov, chief of the Russian del- 
egation, after the IOC stripped two 
Russian medal winner for taking drugs. 

* “It was a proveQ case of doping and we 
followed the IOC medical and ethics to 
the word. Even if bromaman is not on the 
list of banned drugs it is a closely related 
substance" — IOC spokeswoman 
Michele Verdi er answering the complaint 
from Russia. Kolesov remained dissatis- 
fied. 

* “I feel great, I got a gold in Los 
Angeles, silver in Seoul and today the 
bronze. This is the last competition for- 
me. I gave up some business ’in Budapest 
to prepare for these Olympics and now I 
will go back to that I am happy with 
bronze but, of course, gold would have 
been better but that's life" — Romanian 
weigbtlifter Nicu Vlad after winning the 
bronze in the 108-kilogramme class. 

* ‘1 want to win above all all for myself. 
But I also want to show that we too are 
people who do sport, that we make the 
same commitment as any other athlete” 
— Paola Fantato, Italy’s wheelchair- 
bound Olympian, on the archery team 
competition Friday. 
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Ukraine’s Taimazov adds 
Olympic gold to world crown 
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ATLANTA (R) — Timur 
Taimazov of Ukraine need- 
ed just one mighty jerk lift 
to blow away his opponents 
and claim gold in die sec- 
ond heavyweight ( 108 -kg) 
Olympic weightlifting class 
on Monday. 

Taimazov trailed veteran 
Nicu Vlad, Romania’s 1984 
champion at 90-kg, and 
Russian Sergei Syrtsov after 
the snatch lifts. But his first 
jerk of 227.5-kg proved too 
much for his opponents. 

The 1994 world champi- 
on, who did not compete at 
all last year, then lifted 236- 
kg to improve his own jerk 
record by 0.5 of a kilo. 

For Taimazov, the win 
was doubly satisfying after 
be went "into -this- 100 kg 
iweight.T class at . the 
Barcelona Olympics as 
favourite but was surpris- 

I’m still the 
greatest, 
says 
Christie 


ATLANTA (R) — Linford 
Christie boasted he was 
still the best athlete in the 
worid despite losing his 
Olympic title after two 
false starts. 

Following his disqualifi- 
cation from the Atlanta 100 
metres final, won by 
Canada’s Donovan Bailey 
in a world record 9.84 sec- 
onds, Christie insisted he 
did not jump the starter’s 
gun. . 

“I felt that I bad the per- 
fect stan. I went with the 
gun” Christie told a news 
conference. 

“I don’t stop being the 
greatest athlete in the world 
just because I lose one 
race." 

Christie, a 36-year-old 
grandfather who is set to 
retire at the end of the sea- 
son, is Britain's biggest 
track name. 

Olympic silver medallist 
behind Carl Lewis in 1988, 
be won the title in 1992, 
became world champion 
the following year and has 
been European champion 
since 1986. 

But be can be a difficult 
character and his disquali- 
fication on Saturday night 
in front of a full house at 
the Olympic stadium was 
vintage Christie — argu- 
mentative until the very 
end. 


ingly beaten into second 
place by Russia's Viktor 
Tregubov. 

But for Syrtsov, who has 
moved up two weight class- 
es since 1992 in his quest 
for gold, it was the same old 
story. 

In Barcelona he lost on 
bodyweight to the then dark 
horse Knkhi Kakhiashvili of 
Greece, who took gold 
again on Sunday. In Atlanta 
he had to settle for silver 
again. 

“I remember how I sat 
with Sergei in Barcelona 
after we both came second 
and we just turned and 
looked at each other in dis- 
belief," Taimazov said. 

“Here he was the only 
opponent who -badrme wor- 
ried. I really: ffeelrfor him 
now. It's very tough to win 
silver. Win gold or nothing " 

Gold at 
last for 
China’s 
diver 
Xiong 

ATLANTA (R) — China's 
Xiong Ni, denied gold by the 
great Greg Louganis eight 
years ago, finally claimed an 
Olympic crown when he held 
his nerve to win the men's 
three- metre springboard title 
on Monday. 

. Xiong claimed the only 
Olympic diving title China 
had never won and made it 
two Atlanta golds out of two 
for his country after Fu 
Mingxia retained the 
women’s highboard crown 
on Saturday. _ 

The gold was fitting reward 
for Xiong, who took the 
highboard silver at the 1988 
Seoul Olympics — when he 
was unlucky to be narrowly 
edged out by American great 
Louganis — and the bronze 
at the 1992 Barcelona games. 
He was also highboard silver 
medallist at the 1991 world 
championships. 

Xiong, who said he trained 
for up to 6-1/2 hours a day, 
has now switched to the 
springboard. He had to beat 
world champion Yu 
Zhuocheng, his Chinese team 
mate, and defending 
Olympic champion Mark 
Lenzi of the U.S. to win. 

Lenzi, given loud and 
enthusiastic support from the 


Taimazov’s Ukrainian 
teammate and reigning 
worid champion Igor 
Razorenov had to settle for 
the latter, pulling out with 
back problems without 
making a lift. 

The bronze medal went to 
Vlad, who joined only 11 
other lifters who have won 
three Olympic medals. 

He also won silver in 
Seoul in 19SS and would 
probably have won one in 
Barcelona had he not been 
forced on a technicality to 
lift one class above his 
weight. 

Vlad joined an exodus of 
. east European weighdifters 
^ Australia in 1991 .and 
Jwbn^jftur world chamjpi- 
oiismp medalsTnAustialian 
colours but returned to his 
homeland last year. 
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China’s Xiong Ni in action as he takes the gold medal in the mens’ 3 metre soring# 
board diving finals at the Atlanta Olympics (Reuters photo) 


home crowd, trailed the two 
Chinese going into the last 
round but threw down a 
tremendous challenge with 
his final effort, earning 92.40 
points — the highest score of 
the night — for his finely- 
executed reverse 3-1/2 som- 
ersaults with tuck. 

Yu overhauled him, scoring 
83.16 with his closing 
reverse 1-1/2 somersaults 
and 3-1/2 twists, leaving 
Xiong no margin for error on 


the last dive of the competi- 
tion. 

Xiong was equal to the 
task, nailing his inward 3-1/2 
somersaults for a score of 
87.72 which gave him a win- 
ning total of 701.46 
231.45 carried over from the 
morning's five compulsory 
dives and 470.01 from the 
evening’s six optionals. 

“China has never won a 
gold medal in this event at 
previous Olympics — - only 


silver. This is our first gold 
and I’m very very excited," 
Xiong said. 

Yu took the silver with an 
aggregate 690.93 and Lenzi 
ihe bronze with 686.49. 

The bronze vindicated 
Lenzi ’s decision to return to 
the sport in 1995 after retir- 
ing two years previously. At 
one stage the American had 
considered selling his 
Barcelona gold to pay for fly- 
ing lessons. 




Michael Douglass & Annette Boning .... in 

The American 
President 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 6:15, B:30, 10:30 


Adel Imam stars in 
Sleeping in Honey 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 

Toy Story 

5:00 p.m 


CONCORD “1” 

Jim Carrey & Jeff Daniels 
Dumb and Dumber 
ShomM 2:^ 3:30,6^1^ 8^30,1 0:30 

CONCORD “2” 

BRAVEHEART 

Shows: 3:00. 6:00, 9:00 


Today presents Zawad Weld Awad 
theatre group in the play entitled 

Five-Star Government 

Starring comedians: 

Mahmoud Saimeh 
& Hussein Tubeishat 

• play starts 8:30 p.m 


presents 

THE SATIRICAL COMEDY 

Arab Human Rights 
at 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation please call 
625155-640155 
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Olympics schedule for 
Wednesday, July 31 

ARCHERY 

Women's individual finals 
1/8 

ATHLETICS 
Men’s decathlon, 100 
Men’s pole vault, qualify- 
ing 

Women’s 1^00, 1st round. 
Men’s decathlon, long 
jump 

Men’s 200, 1st round 
Men’s decathlon, shot pat 
Women’s 200, 1st and 2nd 
round 

Women’s shopt put, quali 
fyiog 

|Men’s decathlon, high 
jump 

(Women’s 100 hurdles, 
semifinals and finals 
Women’s triple jump 
final s 

(Men’s 400 hurdles, semifi- 
nals 

Men's discus, finals 
Women’s 400 hurdles 
final s 

Men’s 3,000 steeplechase 
(semifinals 
Women’s 800, finals 
Men’s 800, finals 
Men’s decathlon, 400 
Men’s 5,000, 1st round 
BADMINTON 
Women's doubles, gold 
medal match 
Men’s doubles, gold medal 
match 

Women's singles, bronze 
medal match 

Men’s singles, bronze 
medal match 
Mixed doubles, bronze 
medal match 
BASKETBALL 
Women's classification and] 
quarterfinals 
BOXING 

Flyweight, featherweight, 
light welterweight, light 
middleweight, light heavy- 
weight, and super heavy- 
weight quarterfinals- 
CANOE-KAYAK 
(SPRINT) 

Men’s kayak double 500 
prelims and repechage 
Men’s canoe single 500 
prelims and repechage 
Women’s kayak single 500 
prelims and repechage 
Men’s kayak single 500 
prelims and repechage. 
Men’s canoe double 500 
prelims and repechage ' 
Women's kayak double 
500 prelims and repechage 
CYCLING 
Men’s road race finals 
DIVING 

Women’s springboard! 

semifinals and finals 

EQUESTRIAN 

Open individual dressage, 

1st and 2nd round 

FIELD HOCKEY 

(Men) 

6tb to 1st place 
Men Semifinals 
TABLE TENNIS 
Women’s singles finals 
Men’s singles semifinals 
TEAM HANDBALL 
(Men) 

Egypt vs. European cham- 
pion 

Russia vs. Switzerland 
Croatia vs. Sweden 
France vs. Germany 
Algeria vs. Cuba 
Kuwait vs. U.S. 

(Women) 

Hungary vs. Denmark 
South Korea vs. Norway 
TENNIS 

Women’s singles semifi- 
nals 

Men’s doubles, semifinals 
Women’s doubles semifi- 
nals 

VOLLEYBALL 
Men’s and women’s quar- 
terfinals 
wrestling 

(FREESTYLE) 

Men’s 4Skg, 57kg, 68kg, 

;82kg, 100kg classification 

and medal matches 
YACHTING 

Men’s 470 and women s 
470 9th and 10th races; 
Open Soling match races, 

1st round finals 
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Gebrselassie wins on night of African 
drama; Morocco gets bronze 


Winners In the women’s Door exercises, (left to right) bronze medalist Dominique 
Dawes from the United States, gold medalist Lilia Podkopayeva from Ukraine, 
and silver medalist Simona Amanar from Romania pose with their medals 
(Reuters photo) 

Nemov medal haul hits six, Miller triumphs 


ATLANTA (R) — Gold- 
and bronze for Russia’s 
Alexei Nemov took his 
Olympic medal haul to six 
on Monday, while Ameri- 
can Shannon Miller capped 
a great career with her first 
individual title in a rousing 
gymnastics finale. 

Nemov, 20, won gold on 
the vault and bronze on the 
horizontal bar in the closing 
session to serve notice he 
may be the next undisputed 
ruler of men’s gymnastics. 

The hero of the 1992 
games, Vitaly Scherbo, 
could not match his golden 
days in Barcelona but came 
valiantly close as he gar- 
nered bronze in all three 
events on Monday to follow 
bis bronze in the all-round 

Miller wrote herself a sto- 
rybook ending by winning 
the one prize that had elud- 
ed her — an individual 
Olympic gold. 

Twice world all-round 
champion and winner of six 
previous games medals, she 
captured Olympic gold in 
her last chance with a 
graceful beam routine, cul- 
minating with a spectacular 
dismount 

“It’s a great note to end 
things on,” said the 19- 


year-old Miller, who is 
leaving the amateur ranks 
to tour professionally. 

Miller's precise landing 
of a dazzling full twisting 
double back somersault dis- 
mount pushed her score to 
9.862, 0.037 of a point bet- 
ter than all-round champion 
Lilia Podkopayeva of 
Ukraine. Romanian Gina 
Gogean took the bronze. 

Podkopayeva came back 
to show she is still the best 
by claiming gold in the 
floor exercise with a 9.887 
routine that pushed her 
ahead of Simona Amanar of 
Romania. American veter- 
an Dominique Dawes took 
the bronze for her first indi- 
vidual Olympic medal. 

The other men's golds 
went to Germany’s Andreas 
Wecker on the horizontal 
bar and Rustam Shari pov of 
Ukraine on parallel bars. 
Wecker, the Olympic silver 
medallist in 1992 and 1995 
world champion, scored a 
9.850 in a spectacular high 
bar routine that held up 
despite a series of brilliant 
‘performances ‘ ll that “ 6hme 
after." 

Bulgarian Krasimir 
Dounev took the silver with 
9.825, while Nemov, Scher- 


bo and China’s Fan Bin all 
took bronze with scores of 
9.800. 

Sharipov’s smooth rou- 
tine gave him parallel bars 
gold by a narrow 0.012 over 
American Jair Lynch. 
Scherbo, who won six gold 
medals at the last games, 
again took third. 

The vault belonged to 
Nemov, who soared higher 
and landed softer than his 
opponents. 

South Korean Yeo Hong- 
Chul tried a more difficult 
vault but was graded 0.310 
of a point behind. Scherbo, 
though cheered wildly by 
the 30,000-plus spectators 
at the Georgia Dome, again 
could only manage bronze. 

Nemov,' who has been 
troubled by a left shoulder 
injury that will need 
surgery, secured his first 
individual Olympic tri- 
umph with a sensational 
second vault 

“It made things more 
complicated, but the 
Olympics happenonly once -j 
eveiy four years,” he said 
of dealing with the injury. 
“You don’t feel anything 
when you're performing.” 


U.S. still unbeaten in women’s basketball 


ATLANTA (R.) — U.S. Bas- 
ketball's leading lady Lisa 
Leslie has many goals in her 
life, including an Olympic 
gold medal, a modelling 
career, inspiring young girls 
— and about 25 statistical 
categories coach Tara Van- 
derveer reviews every day. 

“We have this whole goal 
sheet,” Leslie said after the 
gold medal favourite Ameri- 
can women beat Korea 1 OS- 
64 to finish their preliminary 
round 5-0. 

“Our goals are to be 
aggressive, try to out- 
rebound the other team, uy to 
gel to the foul line first, make 
the most free throws, free 
throw percentage, shot per- 
centage, bolding the other 
team to a certain number of 
shots, it kind of goes on. 

Leslie, 24. hopes to show 
young girls they can compete 
hard, achieve great things and 
still be feminine. . 

“1 euess they say I'm kind 
of the leader of the pack in 
this femininity role.” she 
said. “I’m just being me. I 
think we’re women first, 
ladies first, and we were girls 
first. 

“When I go out there to 
play the game I'm going to 
be aggressive. I’m going to 
play hard, we’re going to go 
for the jugular. But when it's 
pi pe to shower and dress I’m 
going to come out- in a skirt 
and be a lady. I’m a lady first. 

“I think it’s good for linle 
girls to see you don’t have to 
^vear your clothes all baggy 
and have your pants hanging 
down and your hat on back- 
wards to say that you play 

basketball.” 

Another goal she has is to 
build interest in the women’s 
came, and in that regard she 
regrets that “we don t get on 
television enough” But she 
added: “I’m glad that little 
girls can watch us on televi- 
sion — and litde boys : too 

Told that some people think 
the U.S. women’s games are 
-more compelling than rbe 
men's Dream Team's crush- 
ing exhibitions, she agreed: 
-We've been getting that 
response from our crowds 
and in the streets.” 


Leslie has not committed 
herself to one of the two U.S. 
Women's ' professional 
leagues being started up to 
continue the momentum of 
the Olympics. 


“I definitely want to go into 
modelling. Maybe for a year 
I want to put modelling first 
I put basketball first for 10 
years," said Leslie, who was 
a model as a child. 


TO LET 

3 flats, furnished or unfurnished. 2 flats with 
garden. Jabal Amman, near 3rd Circle, overlooking 
Abdoun. 

High standard and deluxe. Telephone is available. 

.Call Tel.: 691061 from 9 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 


FOR RENT 

First floor, furnished villa, 220 sq.m. 
Location: Medical City Street. 

JD 6000 

If interested please contact Tel.: 837545 


ATLANTA (R) — Haile 
Gebrselassie led home a 
posse of African runners to 
win the men’s 10,000 
metres Olympic gold in 
Atlanta on Monday on a 
night of high drama for ath- 
letes from the continent. 

The 23-year-old Ethiopi- 
an’s stunning victory over 
world cross country cham- 
pion Paul Tergat of Kenya 
was the only gold of the 
day for Africa hit followed 
two surprise bronze medals 
and bitter disappointment 
for Maria Mutola in the 
women’s 800 metres final. 

Unknown Davis Kamo- 
ga, who only took up run- 
ning. seriously two years 
.ago, finished third behind 
American Michael Johnson 
in the men's 400 metres 
final for Uganda’s second 
medal in Olympic history.- 

Nigerian Falilat 

Ogunkoya, 26, took bronze 
in the women’s 400 metres 
final, overshadowed by an 
Olympic record set by 
Marie-Jose Perec of 
France. 

Mutola, recovering from 
a heavy cold, also won a 
bronze in her race for 
Mozambique’s historic 
first Olympic medal but it 
was an upset defeat for the 
23-year-old who had domi- 
nated the event for the last 
three years. 

Gebrselassie, the world 
record holder at 10,000 
metres, ran a superb tacti- 
cal race to beat Tergat into 
second place, with Moroc- 
co’s Salah Hissou third. 

It was the second gold of 
the Gaines for Ethiopia 
after Fatuma Roba’s win in 
Sunday’s women’s 

marathon. 

Defending Olympic 
champion Khalid Skah of 
Morocco finished seventh, 
more than 30 seconds 
behind the winner as 
African runners filled the 
.first eight places in the 
10,000 final. 

The 28-year-old Kamo- 
ga, running in only his sec- 
ond major championship, 
came from last place with 
200 metres to go to finish 
behind Johnson and Briton 
Roger Black in an Ugandan 
national record of 44.53 
seconds. 



Medalists in the men’s 10,000m race pose together during (he victory ceremony, at 
the Olympic stadium in Atlanta. Shown (left to right) Salah Hissou of Morocco, 
bronze medalist, Haile Gebrselassie of Ethiopia, gold medalist, and Paul Ifergat of 
Kenya, silver medalist (Reuters photo) 



Winners of the women’s 800 metre race show off their medals on the podhiqi in 
Olympic Stadium. From left is bronze medalist Maria Lurdes Mutola of Mozam- 
bique, Russian gold medal winner Svetlana Masterkova and Cuba’s Ana Fidelia 
Quirot, who took the silver medal (Reuters photo) 

African record of the 
Olympics, and confirmed 
Ogunkoya’s ever-improv- 
ing form this season. 


Uncoached and with just 
.three month’s serious train- 
ing behincfcb$n, the Ugan- 
dan’s medai was alairytale 
story. 

Ogunkoya set an African 
record of 49.10 seconds in 
gaining her bronze, the first 
medal of the Games for 
Nigeria. 

It was also the first 


Mutola, coughing and 
spluttering after her final, 
was philosophical after 
failing to win her expected 
gold. “I ran a bad race,” she 
said. 


The Mozambican idol 
said she would withdraw 
from the 1,500 metres 
event later this week, "t 
want to go home and 
recover,” she added. 


Africa has now won nine 
athletics medals at Atlanta, 
but only two of them have 
been gold. 


RESTAURANT MANAGERS 
& ASSISTANT MANAGERS 
WANTED 


Experienced restaurant managers and 
assistant managers for American fast 
food concepts to open in Amman. 
Must be fluent In both spoken and writ- 
ten English, experience must include 
total responsibility for restaurant oper- 
ations and profit management. 

A Call 668-326 to schedule "an"' "N 
l appointment for an interview ) 


REQUIRED 


TEACHERS OF ENGLISH 

ENGLISH NATIVE SPEAKERS ONLY 
TO TEACH AT LANGUAGE CENTER 

PLEASE CALL 680726 



Deluxe Finishing . 

Parking spaces . 

Khalidi Hospital Rd^Circle Jabal Amman 
Rental spaces from 50 m~ . 

Brand new Building . 

nr <&&- 23*9 


DISTINGUISHED, FULLY FURNISHED BUILDING 
FOR SALE OR RENT 


External Finish: Dressed stone from Ma'an with black aluminium big windows. 
Structure: Reinforced concrete skeleton with load bearing external walls. 

Floor area: Number of floors is six, each 355.43 sq.m, area, which makes a total 
floor area of 2132.60 sq.m. 

Floors: 1) Ground floor includes main entrance with reception area, small apart- 
ment suitable for residence of the building guard, car garages, boilers room and 
other services. 

2) 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th floors: 

Each floor contains two apartments, one three bedrooms, living, dining, kitchen 
and bathrooms: and the other two bedrooms with all other services. Each apart- 
ment has its own boiler and separate central heating, hot and cold water supply. 

3) Fifth and top floor consists of one apartment In the whole floor area, which is 
an Independant one'floor villa with interior decorations, wall to wall carpeting, wall 
paper, false ceiling decroated with wall paper, big halls, master suit with bed- 
room, dressin groom and bathroom; bedrooms and bathrooms, kitchen, central 
TV-video antenna and telephones. 

Lift: The building is provided with one lift serving all floors. 

Telephones and antennas: The building is provided with telephones at the 
reception area connected with all apartments plus other telephones directly con- 
nected to the top floor, which can also serve the other apartments if needed. The 
building is also provided with TV antennas to all apartments. 

Other Services: 

There are additional car parks within the wall around the building; there is also a 
garden around the ground floor. 

Furniture: 

All apartments are well-furnished. 

The top floor has deluxe furniture. 

For more information please call Tel: 694804 ) — 


Not in the traditional manner but ever so enchatning 
Jerash Festival For Culture and Arts 
and 

The National Music Conservatory/Noor Al Hussein Foundation 

- " ■ ■;.? 

present 

Evening of T raditional Arab Music 

Featuring 

The Orchestra of the National Music Conservatory 

accompanied by 

NMC Arab Music Ensemble 



sa Thursday, 

*.? I August 1996 
8:30 p.m. 

•3S! Artemis Theatre 

— .-a, J erash 

jfcfcet Price; JD 5 



The Orchestra and 
the Ensemble will 
perform songs by Fai- 
ruz, Abdul Wahhab, 
Abdul Halim Hafez, 
Farid Atrash, Umm 
Kalthum, Riyadh Sin- 
bati and others. 



•.*«* -• 


‘ ■ -w: — 


Tickets available at: 

- Artisans, tel. 647658 

- Alahlla Abela Superstore, tel. 68B48I 

- Allssar Rowers. teL 827695 

- BaWche, wl. 661322 

- Caffe Mola tel. 856285 

- Characters, tel. 079-27106 

- Freddy for Music, td. 692696 
-Music Box. tel. 815745 

- Romero, tel. 644227 

- National Music Conservatory. teL 687620 
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Turkish parliament votes to 
extend mandate of Kurd force 


ANKARA AFP) — The 
Turkish parliament voted 
Tuesday to extend until next 
year the mandate of a 
Turkey-based multinational 
force protecting northern 
Iraqi Kurds from Baghdad. 

The ruling coalition gov- 
ernment partners — the pro- 
Islamic Welfare Party of 
Prime Minister Necmettin 
Erbakan and the conserva- 
tive True Path Party — 
backed the continuation of 
Operation Provide Comfort 
in an open vote in parlia- 
ment. 

The conservative main 
opposition Motherland 
Party of former Premier 
Mesut YUmaz did not take 
part in the vote and two 
smaller left-wing parties 
voted ag ains t the extention. 
but the coalition partners 
control enough seats to 
override opposition. 

Had parliament voted 
against the deal, the force's 
mandate in Turkish territory 
would have expired 

Wednesday. 

The move marks a dra- 
matic change in Mr. 

Erbakan's policies. The 
Islamist leader staunchly 
opposed the operation while 
in opposition. 

Political sources said that 
while Mr. Erbakan was won 
over by intensive discus- 


sions with visiting U.S. 
teams, he had difficulties in 
persuading his pro-Islamic 
Welfare Party to support a 
fresh mandate. 

Under previous govern- 
ments, Welfare voted 10 
times against the extention 
of the force's mandate. 

Diplomatic sources said a 
parliamentary move to 
expel the force from Turkey 
would have irreparably hurt 
the lies between Ankara and 
Washington, the Turks’ 
closest ally in NATO. 

Washington argues that 
Operation Provide Comfort, 
created in the wake of the 
Gulf war in 1991 to protect 
northern Iraqi Kurds from 
attacks by troops loyal to 
Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein, is still playing a 
crucial role in deterring the 
Iraqi leader. 

Iraqi attacks prompted 
nearly 500,000 Iraqi Kurds 
to flee to the Turkish border 
in May 1991. 

Under the operation, U.S.. 
British and French aircraft 
have been staging military 
surveillance missions over 
northern Iraq from Incirlik 
and DiyarbaJtir air bases in 
southern Turkey. The force 
also has a military coordina- 
tion centre in Zakho in 
northern Iraq. 

Turkey, which spearhead- 


ed efforts for the force’s 
creation at the time, has 
recently complained that it 
is acting beyond Ankara's 
control. It has asked for 
modifications in the opera- 
tion’s command and struc- 
ture and the removal of the 
centre in Zakho. 

Many in Turkey think that 
the force’s presence in 
northern Iraq undermines 
Baghdad's territorial 
integrity and could eventu- 
ally lead to the formation of 
an independent Kurdish 
state in the region. 

Turkey fears that this 
development will encour- 
age its separatist Kurds led 
by the outlawed Kurdish 
Labour Party (PKK), which 
has been fighting for a 
homeland in the country's 
southeast. 

A recent White House 
statement reiterated that the 
United States backed Iraq's 
territorial integrity and 
Turkey's fight against the 
PKK. 

The National Security 
Council. Turkey’s highest 
advisory body — chaired by 
President Suleyman 
Demirel and attended by top 
military commanders — 
last week backed the exten- 
tion of the force's mandate 
until 1997. 



POLICEMAN AND SOLDIER RUN OUT FROM SARAJEVO TUNNEL: Policeman and soldiers runs out from 
Sarajevo's famous tunnel daring a race through the tunnel on the third anniversary of its completion on Tbesday. 
The tunnel which connects Sarajevo with the suburb of Butmir was only way oat of besieged city from 1993 until 
the Dayton peace accord (Reuters photo) 

Crown Prince stresses need for regional 
water strategy, increased food production 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Perry arrives in S. Arabia 

DUBAI (R) — U.S. Defence Secretary William Perry 
arrived in Saudi Arabia on Tuesday for miles on tighter secu- 
rity for U.S. troops there following two deadly bomb attacks 
on American forces in the kingdom. A Saudi defence min- 
istry official said Mr. Perry arrived in Jeddah where he is 
expected to meet King Fahd. who spends most of the year in 
the Red Sea city. Officials last week said Mr. Perry would 
personally press Saudi Arabia, the world's largest oil pro- 
ducer and exporter, to provide at least half of the hundreds of 
millions of dollars needed to improve security of U.S. troops. 

Militants kill policeman in Egypt 

MINYA Egypt (AFP) — Suspected Islamic militants shot 
dead an off-duty policeman as he worked on his field in 
southern Egypt on Tuesday, police said The gunmen shot 
Nagueh Abdul Kader A1 Shahhat, 25, in the head at Abu 
Qurqas in Minya province before fleeing. The shooting raised 
to 1,032 tfte number of people killed since Muslim militants 
began an aimed anti-government campaign in March 1992. 

Two ‘Lebanese’ held on Iberia hijack 

FRANKFURT (R) — German police said they detained two 
men with Lebanese passports on Tuesday after they said they 
were involved in hijacking a Havana-bound Iberian Airlines 
flight on Friday. Police in the border city of Saarbruecken 
said the two, aged 25 and 28, were held as they crossed the 
border from France and applied for political asymlum. They 
confessed to a role in the hijacking in an interview with asy- 
lum officials, a spokesman said. 

Missing Israeli soldier’s body found 

TEL AVTV (AP) — Israel has apparently found the body of 
an Israeli soldier who went missing in 1989 and whose kid- 
napping and killing were claimed by Islamic militants, offi- 
cials said Tuesday. The body, believed to be that of missing 
soldier Dan Saadon. was discovered with the help of Yasser 
Arafat's Palestinian National Authority, said army 
spokesman Oded Ben-Ami. Although the army still had no 
positive ED, there was “a high probability'’ the skeleton 
found Monday eight metres under a recently paved coastal 
road south of Tel Aviv was Saadon 's, said Yaacov Periy, the 
coordinator of efforts to find MiAs. Tie Saadon affair was 
one of many unresolved issues between Israel and the 
Palestinians, and the discovery’ of his body, if confirmed, was 
expected to improve an atmosphere strained since die May 
election victory' of Benyamin Netanyahu. 

26 dead in Tbrkish road crash 

ANKARA (R) — Twenty-six people died and 23 were 
injured when a lorry and a long-distance coach collided in 
northwestern Turkey on Tuesday, Anatolian news agency 
said. It said a bus travelling from the eastern Black Sea city 
of Trabzon to Istanbul and the lorry crashed head-on near the 
town of Eskipazar. The injured were taken to two nearby 
hospitals. Anatolian said. 

Saudi defence minister to visit Yemen 

DUBAI (AFP) — Saudi Arabia's Defence Minister Prince 
Sultan Ibn Abdul Aziz will visit Yemen next month to try to 
complete the mending of fences between the two Arab 
neighbours, a Yemeni minister said in remarks published 
Tuesday. "The joint high Saudi- Yemeni committee will meet 
in Sanaa during the second half of August to give new impe- 
tus to the work of the committees tasked with demarcating 
the borders." Interior Minister Hussein Mohammad Arab 
told the London-based Arabic daily A1 HayaL The joint com- 
mitee is chaired by Prince Sultan and Yemeni Speaker of 
Parliament Sheikh Abdallah A1 Ahmar. 

Rockets land near UNICEF offices in Kabul 

KABUL. Afghanistan (AFP) — A volley of rebel rockets 
slammed into die Afghan capital on Tuesday, wounding two 
people and damaging the offices of the United Nations 
Children’s Fund (UNICEF), a government spokesman said. 
Two people were wounded when one of the rockets hit a 
public park in Kabul’s once-posh Wazir Akbar Khan district, 
a doctor at Wazir Akbar Khan Hospital said. A second rock- 
et landed just outside the UNICEF offices, damaging its few 
remaining windows and sending shards of debris flying 
through the air. Nobody was hurt at the UNICEF facility. It 
was die second time in less than a week that Kabul's 
UNICEF offices have come under fire. 


Palestinian 
detainee 
unconscious 
in W. Bank 
hospital 

RAMALLAH (AP) — A 
Palestinian detainee lay 
unconscious in a West Bank 
hospital Tuesday after being 
whipped, beaten and poked 
with bunting cigarettes in 
Palestinian custody. Detainee 
Mahmoud Jemayel, who had 
been held on suspicion of 
being a vigilante gunman, suf- 
fered a broken skull and was 
bleeding in the brain, said 
Shawqi Harb. the director of 
Ramallah Hospital. The 
Palestinian attorney general, 
Kbaled Kidreh, told the 
Associated Press be was not 
familiar with the Jemayel 
case, and refused comment 
Israeli, Palestinian and inter- 
national human rights groups 
have complained of mistreat- 
ment of detainees in 
Palestinian jails. Six 
Palestinians have died in cus- 
tody since the start of 
Palestinian self-rule in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip in 
May 1994. Mr. Jemayel was 
arrested Dec. 1 8 by 
Palestinian security forces in 
Lhe Nablus as pan of a 
roundup of underground gun- 
men known as the Hawks. 


IRBID (Petra) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan said Tuesday that 
food security can only be 
achieved through tangible 
increase in food production 
and through combating 
desertification. He said that 
the encroachment of desert 
on arable land over many 
years had rendered vast 
areas of land in the Arab 
World barren and unproduc- 
tive. 

Addressing the opening 
session of a symposium at 
Yaroiouk University, “The 
Past, the Present and the 
Future of the Desert 
Regions of the Middle 
East.” the Crown Prince 
said that solutions to deser- 
tification and food problems 
could best be attained 
through serious attention to 
the use of land through 
international cooperation 


OMER. Israel (AFP) — 
Eleven policemen and 15 
bedouins were injured 
Tuesday when a demonstra- 
tion against land grabs in 
southern Israel erupted into 
violence. 

Forty members of the 
nomadic Tarabin A1 Sanaa 
tribe were arrested during the 
protest in Oraer in the Negev 
desen, police said. The 
Israeli Arabs claim that land 
confiscated by Omer author- 
ities for building belongs to 
them and that without it they 
cannot live according to their 


and the employment of 
modem technology. 

Calling for a regional 
charter on water, the Crown 
Prince said Jordan had 
always advocated the idea 
of a comprehensive regional 
strategy on water to irrigate 
the land and to green the 
whole Middle East. 

In order to fight desertifi- 
cation, he said attention 
should be directed to three 
axes: The social axis which 
entails health, education, 
training and social services; 
the land axis which includes 
land and land resources of 
water and energy; and the 
economic axis which 
includes agricultural and 
industrial production, finan- 
cial and banking services 
and the infrastructure. 

“In discussing desertifica- 
tion one should remember 
that many of the deserts 


ancestral traditions. 

Some 100 policemen were 
deployed in Omer on 
Tuesday to stop protesters 
from blocking bulldozers 
working on the land. Extra 
officers and a helicopter 
were sent following the vio- 
lence. 

“We are fighting for this 
land which is registered in 
our name on the land regis- 
ter," said Mahmud Tarabin 
A1 Sanaa, head of the tribe's 
young people. “The police 
repression is one of the worst 
crimes I have ever seen.” he 


were man-made as many 
people moved to the cities 
leaving behind unattended 
land which resulted in ten- 
dering it dry and lacking 
the elements of produc- 
tion,” the Crown Prince 
said. 

He said most of the devel- 
oping nations faced food 
shortages due to poor food 
production, insufficient 
water resources and 
improper utilisation of the 
soil. 

As a result he said the 
developing countries now 
import $25 billion-worth of 
food up from $8 billion in 
1986 at a time when the 
world’s population contin- 
ues to grow at the rate of 
three per cent and food pro- 
duction at only 2.5 per 
cent. 

Urging academic institu- 
tions to take active partici- 


said. 

Taieb A1 Sanaa, an MP 
from the United Arab List, an 
Israeli Arab party, con- 
demned what he called 
“these illegal land confisca- 
tions aimed at dispossessing 
the bedouins.” 

He told Israeli Radio that 
the A1 Sanaa tribe had 
already been expelled from 
its land in the Negev 30 years 
ago to be moved to Omer. 
“Now people are trying to 
exterminate them.” he said. 

In a desert environment 
bedouins need large amounts 


pation in helping the coun- 
try to increase food pro- 
duction. the Crown Prince 
said that it was important 
for academics to go out into 
the field and not suffice 
themselves with acting from 
behind their desks in order 
to help the country to move 
from the stage of social 
development to the stage of 
sodal production. 

The three-day conference, 
which is expected to review 
60 research papers, was 
organised by the regional 
office of the United Nations 
Educational. Scientific and 
Cultural Organisation 
(UNESCO) in cooperation 
with Yarmouk University of 
Irbid. 

Taking part in the meet- 
ings are delegates from fif- 
teen countries in addition to 
a number of regional and 
international organisations. 


of land for their flocks of 
sheep and goats. 

A member of Omer munic- 
ipal council. Amiram Krauss. 
said the bedouins had “no 
right’’ over the confiscated 
land and that alternative pro- 
posals had been put to them. 

Mr. Krauss defended the 
police action and said “it was 
the bedouins who started the 
violence." Deputy Housing 
Minister Meir Porush said 
$10 million would be spent 
on developing seven villages 
built for the bedouins in the 
Negev. 


Israeli police clash with bedouins over land grabs 


Beirut court mulls MPs’ 
petition on election law 


Investigators seek hard evidence 
that bomb brought down TWA jet 


NEW YORK (AFP) — 
Mounting evidence from the 
wreckage of TWA Flight 800 
suggests that a bomb brought 
the jetliner down but investi- 
gators Tuesday had not yet 
conclusively proven that lead- 
ing theory. 

Parts of the Boeing 747 and 
bodies of the victims retrieved 
from the Atlantic indicate a 
catastrophic event occurred 
near the front of the plane, 
investigators said. 

Injuries to victims seated in 
first class appear more serious 
than those in coach, they said, 
and wreckage indicates the 


ATLANTA (R) — FBI agents 
investigating the Olympic 
bombing have questioned a 
member of an Alabama militia 
that predicted two months ago 
an attack would be made on 
the games, newspapers said on 
Tuesday. 

The Birmingham (Alabama) 
Post-Herald said FBI agents 
on Sunday questioned a mem- 
ber of the Gadsden 
Minutemen whose description 
was said to match a suspect 


plane split in two near the 
front of the plane, recalling 
previous jetliner bombings. 

“We are all a little frustrated 
by not being able to find the 
cause of this occurrence," FBI 
agent Joseph Cantanessa said, 
adding that he expected to 
receive additional results 
from forensic testing. 

Results from some prelimi- 
nary tests showed the pres- 
ence of a chemical indicative 
of explosives, but “none of 
the serious analyses that have 
been performed so far have 
confirmed the presence of 
some particular item that 


hunted in the Centennial 
Olympic Park bombing. 

Two people died and 110 
were injured in the blast. 

The man, 24-year-old Derek 
Underwood of Pinson, 
Alabama, was described as 
chin, with a wispy moustache 
and beard and a dirty blond 
ponytail. The Atlanta Journal- 
Constitution said Mr. 
Underwood was one of three 
men interviewed by investiga- 
tors. “I look like the standard 


everybody seems to be look- 
ing for,” he continued. 

The New York Times quot- 
ed an investigator as saying 
that “there's a one in 1,000 
(chance) it was a (mechani- 
cal) malfunction.” But the 
investigator, who was not 
named by the paper, added, 
“until you get the lab results, 
you can’t rule it out.” 

Cantamessa confirmed that 
whatever brought down the 
plane had an impact on the 
forward portion of the air- 
craft which left New York for 
Paris before crashing off the 
coast of Long Island July 17. 


dead-bead you'd see at a 
Grateful Dead concert,’' Mr. 
Underwood told the newspa- 
per. Mr. Underwood denied 
involvement in the bombing, 
telling the Atlanta paper ‘Tt 
was a crime. I am against com- 
mitting crimes.” 

Both newspapers said FBI 
agents appeared to have 
accepted Mr. Underwood's 
account that he was at local bar 
called the Bam when the 
attack occurred. 


BEIRUT (R) — Beirut’s con- 
stitutional court said on 
Tuesday a petition lodged by 
opposition parliamentary 
deputies to cancel a contro- 
versial election law was legal 
and it would rule on it before 
voting begins next month. 

The 10-member constitu- 
tional council went into ses- 
sion to mull the petition 
issued on Friday by 10 mem- 
bers of parliament to cancel 
the law passed by parliament 
this month — arguing it vio- 
lates the constitutional princi- 
ple of equality for all citizens. 

The rare challenge to the 
Syrian-backed government 
by the deputies — six 
Christians and four Muslim 
leftists — could cause cancel- 
lation of parliamentary elec- 
tions due to begin on Aug. 1 8 
and plunge the country into 
coofUsion if the court rules 
against the law. 

Chief Judge Wajdi A1 
Mallat told reporters after 
Tuesday's session that the 
council he heads will rule on 
the law before voting starts. 

“The appeal has been 
accepted in form as 10 
deputies have signed it and 
presented it within the set 
time limit. -Now we will dis- 
cuss its basis,” Mr. Mallat 
said after adjourning the 


court until Saturday. 

The council, whose deci- 
sions cannor be appealed 
against has 25 days to rule on 
the law. 

It is the first time the court 
has been asked to rule on the 
constitutionality of a law. The 
council was created last year 
to deal with constitutional 
issues. 

Interior Minister Michel A1 
Muir, who will supervise the 
elections, has said that polls 
will be held on time despite 
the petition. 

The election law passed on 
July 11 set up different elec- 
toral districts for the Christian 
heartland of Mount Lebanon 
and the rest of Lebanon. 

The law stated that polls 
would be held in Mount 
Lebanon govemorate, where 
Christians form a majority, 
on the basis of six smaller 
election districts while 
Lebanon’s other four sover- 
norates would vote as single 
constituencies. 

This is widely seen as 
intended to ensure the elec- 
tion of Walid Jumblao. a key 
government ally and leader 
of the Diuze minority, who 
was likely to be swept aside 
by the Christians if Mount 
Lebanon voted as a single 
constituency. 


Olympics-bomb investigators probe 
Alabama militia, newspapers say 



Italians scale 
2nd-highest peak 
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ISLAMABAD (R) — Four 
Italian climbers conquered 
the world’s second-highest 
peak K-2 in northern Pa- 
kistan Monday, expedition 
sources said. The sources 
at the expedition's base 
camp said the four men — 
brothers Mario and Salva- 
tore Panzeri. Guilio Mag- 
gioni and Lorenzo Maz- 
zoleni — reached the 8,611 
metre (28.250 foot) Kara- 
koram Range peak at 4.30 
p.m. (1130 GMT) from its 
southeastern Abruzzi 
Ridge. The mountaineers 
were on their way down 1 
and were expected to reach 
base camp in a couple of 
days, the source said. “The 
weather is perfect and 
everybody at K-2 is fine.” 
one source said 


!l 


\t 









Actor to undergo 
drug treatment 


LOS ANGELES (R) — A 
judge ordered acror Robert 
Downey Jr. Monday into a 
locked drug rehabilitation 
centre with 24-hour super- 
vision for an indefinite 
period. The 3 1-year-old ac- 
tor. who was arrested three 
times in a month, has been 
held in jail since his last 
arrest on July 20, when he 
left the Open Rehabilita- 
tion Centre at which he had 
been ordered to stay by 
Judge Lawrence Mira as a 
condition of $100,000 bail. 
A prosecutor at Monday’s 
hearing urged Judge Mira 
to keep Downey in jail. 
“The more Mr. Downey 
stays in jail ... The less like- 
ly he is to want to visit us 
again.” Deputy District 
Attorney Ellen Aragon 
said. Judge Mira turned 
down her request but 
warned Downey he was gi- 
ving him a last chance. 
“What happens at this point 
in this case is critical to 
you. Your conduct ... either 
is going to assist or to a 
great deal impair," the 
judge said. He set a prog- 
ress hearing for Downey 
for Aug. 23. Downey, nom- 


»v 


if* 


Radioactive 

25 hospi 


mated for an Academy 


:r>j* tew 

Award for his title role in - 


the 1992 movie Chaplin, ^ j 



appeared in court in a dark 

"VI “ 


green suit and blue tie. 


an 
1 *F. 

Villagers strip 


•• KtJ 

miniskirts off 


1 * 

t 

churchgoing 


•'’TTT V 

women 

• i 

pr 

NAIROBI (AFP) — Ken- 

■ ■ • „ ■ ■ 

i 

yan villagers accosted five 

' . *7 J *" * 

,*rsri 

middle-aged mini-skirted 


** • ; 

women on their way to 


'• *' -•***« 

church and stripped them 


K 
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reported Monday. The vil- 
lagers in Nyalenda, west- 
ern Kenya, accused the 
women of dressing “in a 
manner likely to attract ra- 
pists and also expose 
young girls to immorality,” 
the newspaper reported. It 
said a group of young men 
Sunday tore the women’s 
cloches to shreds as a 
crowd — including women 
— cheered them on. The 
women remained naked for 
about half an hour before 
sympathisers offered them # 
traditional wraps. 
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British cop wants 
brothels legalised 


LONDON (AFP) — It's 
high time for Britain to 
give up “absurd” morality 
laws and start legalising 
brothels insread, a top- 
ranking police officer has 
said. “As a society, we 
have to start th inkin g in 

different ways.” West 
Yorkshire Po-lice Chief 
Keith Hellawell told the 
Independent newspaper in 
an interview published 
Monday. “I think we ought 
to have legally controlled 
brothels’* (<«' “We 


brothels,’’ he said, 
ought to control prostitu- 
tion for the security of the 
females and to safeguard 
health.” Brothels could be 
taxed, he said, adding to 
government revenues. “I 
can’t see any disadvan- 
tages." Chief HeUa-well 
said, “exepet the one that 
says ihat prostitution is 
wrong." 




